\ 


JULIA  DE  GRAMONT, 


THE    RIGHT  HONORABLE 

LADY  H**** 

f  n     TWO  VOLUMES. 


VOL.  n. 


L    O  N   D  ON: 

PRINTED  BY   T. BENSLEY, 

FOR  B-  WHITE  AND    SON,  AT  HORACE'S  HEAD 
FLE£T-STR£ET.  FTSS. 


JULIA  DE  GRAMONT. 


Leonora,  by  every  art  of  win- 
ing gentienefs  and  ftudious  love, 
endeavoured  to  reftore  his  long- 
loft  happlnefs  to  her  Auguftus,  who 
gratefully  received  each  mark  of 
her  affeftion,  and  returned  them 
by  the  moft  dehcate  attention  to 
her  wiflies.  He  endeavoured  to 
conceal  his  inquietude  with  the 
fmiles  of  content ;  and  baniflied  to 
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the  fecret  receffes  of  his  heart  the 
iinextinguifhed  embers  of  his  fatal 
paflion. 

The  Baron  de  Neuville  felt  for 
him  a  tendernefs  httle  inferior  to 
parental  fentiments ;  and,  unable 
to  part  with  his  darling  Leonora, 
prevailed  upon  the  Chevalier  to 
promife  a  conftant  refidence  with 
him. 

Several  weeks  had  pafled  on  in 
a  fcene  of  tranquillity,  uninterrupt-^ 
ed,  when  a  courier  from  the  Caftle 
de  Soiflbns  brought  a  moft  alarm- 
ing fummons  to  the  Chevalier, 
A  diforder  had  attacked  the  Mar- 
quis, which,  although  its  firftfymp- 
toms  had  threatened  no  danger, 
yet  had,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
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days,  reduced  him  to  the  brink 
of  the  grave;  and,  being  fenfible 
of  his  approaching  end,  he  wiflied 
to  embrace  Auguftus  once  more 
before  his  eyes  were  clofed  for 
ever.  What  were  the  emotions 
of  this  amiable  fon  !  the  thought 
of  loling  fo  invaluable  a  parent 
deeply  touched  his  fufceptible 
heart ;  and  he  delayed  not  a  mo- 
ment to  obey  the  call  of  nature  and 
of  duty.  Leonora,  fharing  the 
anguifh  of  her  lord,  diflblved  in 
tears,  embraced  her  father,  who 
reluftantly  fubmitted  to  her  ac- 
companying the  Chevalier  on  his 
mournful  expedition. 

They  were  met  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Caftle  de  Soiflbns  by  Ma- 
B  2  dame 
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dame  de  Tourville  :  her  eyes  were 
fwoUen  with  weeping.    Upon  the 
Chevalier's  fearfully  inquiring  after 
the  Marquis,  "  Alas!''  replied  flie, 
we  muft  lofe  your  admirable  fa- 
ther  !  the  hand  of  death  is  on 
him  :   exert  your  utmoft  forti- 
tude  to  fupport  his  laft  farevv^ell. 
Convinced  of  his  inevitable  fate, 
but  calm  and  recolledled,  he  is 
anxious  to  beftow  on  you  his  pa- 
rental  bleffing.    Your  brothers 
^'  too  are  fent  for  to  receive  his 
generous  pardon." 
The  fenfibility  of  Auguftus  was 
too   deeply  affeiled  to  interrupt 
Madame  de  Tourville :  he  funk 
in  a  window-feat,  and  yielded  for 
fome  moments  to  the  heart-rending 
angtiifli  of  filial  regret  and  tender- 
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nefs.  An  old  greyheaded  domef- 
tic,  who  was  the  Marquis's  prin- 
cipal attendant,  approached  the 
Chevalier.  The  trace  of  forrow 
marked  his  venerable  countenance  ; 
unable  to  articulate,  he  bowed  in 
filence ;  and,  pointing  to  the  door 
that  led  to  his  mafter's  apartment, 
made  iigns  to  fignify  that  he  was 
expected  there.  Auguftus  arofe, 
and,  following  his  fpeechlefs  guide, 
flowly  advanced  towards  the  awful 
chamber  of  impending  death.  Du 
Bois  gently  opened  a  door,  and, 
preceding  his  fteps,  condudted  him 
through  the  anti-room  to  that  of 
this  dying  and  lamented  parent. 

With  what  acute  emotions  was 
Auguftus  penetrated !  The  Mar- 
B3  quis, 
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quis,  pale  and  emaciated^  lay  ex- 
tended on  a  couch,  for  which  he 
had  exchanged  his  reftlefs  bed. 
The  pillows  beneath  him  were  fup- 
ported  by  the  moft  expreffive  figure 
of  genuine  woe,  in  the  form  of 
Julia  !  — her  head  recHned  to  reft 
the  cheek  of  her  expiring  lord  ; 
and,  animated  alone  by  the  pearly 
dew  of  fenfibility,  her  countenance 
might  have  been  miftaken  for  the 
lifelefs  reprefentation  of  forrow  in 
monumental  marble. 

The  audible  fobs  of  his  ajfilicled 
fon  attra6ted  the  notice  of  this  de- 
parting parent.  He  raifed  his 
clofing  eyes;  he  fixed  them  be- 
nignly on  the  Chevalier,  and  ex- 
tended one  feeble  hand  to  draw  him 

to 
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to  his  embrace  —  "Oh,  my  excel- 
lent  child!"  he  faintly  uttered, 
thou  art  come  !  and  I  ihall  die 
"  content.    I  have  offered  up  my 
humble  prayer  for  a  fufficient  in- 
terval  of  life  and  fenfes  to  fold 
"  thee  to  my  hearty  and  to  blefs  thee 
"  for  the  unremitted  teftimonies  of 
thy  filial  duty  !"  —  He  paufed, 
and  feemed  labouring  to  difclofe 
fome  important  truth  !  The  Che- 
valier, opprefTed  with  the  force  of 
forrow,    could  only  anfwer  with 
his  tears,  which  bedewed  the  hand 
he  gently  clafped  in  his. 

The  Marquis  at  length  refumed. 
Thy  brothers !  — but,  alas !  they 
have  no  claim  to  that  endearing 
"  naiaie ;   nor  blood  nor  friendlhip 
B  4  "  have 
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"  have  allied  them  to  thee  !  —  for, 
oh !   my  beloved  Auguftus !  in 
this  awful  moment,  when  fate 
is  going  to  feparate  us  for  ever!' — 
though  repugnant  to  my  feel- 
ings,  I  find  myfelf  impelled  to 
confefs,   in   mitigation  of  thy 
tender  grief, — that,  in  regretting 
my  lofs,   thou  wilt   mourn  a 
friend,  but  not    a   father!'^  — 
Ah,  Sir  !" — exclaimed  the  Che- 
valier —      what  is  it  I  hear !  — 
vainly  wouldeft  thou  attempt  to 
deceive  the  ftrongeft  ties  of  na- 
ture  !  —  my  heart  cannot  difown 
thee  as  a  father  !  —  I  feel  I  am 
^'  thy  fon  ! — call  me  not  off — dif- 
claim  me  not  —  oh,  my  refpedl- 
able  parent 

*^  Thou 
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Thou  art  my  fon  returned 
the  Marquis  (ftrongly  moved)  — 
my  dear,  my  adopted  fon  !  but, 
alas  ! — thy  birth  was  not  derived 
^'  from  me  !  — Heaven  blefled  me 
not  with  fuch  a  fon  !  — oh,  that 
it  had  !  and  that  my  name  and 
honours  might  have  legally  de- 
fcended  to  merit  fo  approved ! 
but  I  have  fecured  thy  virtues 
beyond  the  reach  of  envy  and 
revenge  —  I  am  enabled,  without 
injuftice  to  my  fucceffors,  to  be- 
queath  thee  a  portion  fufficient 
to  fupport  the  rank  In  which 
thou  haft  been  educated — may  eft 
"  thou  live  long,   refpedled  and 
"  beloved  !  — and  may  that  power 
fupreme,  who  fummons  me  from 

hence. 
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^'  hence,  guard  thee  from  ill,  and 
crown  with  uninterrupted  happi- 
ncfs  thy  nuptial  ftate  ! 

The  Marchionefs  —  that  bed 
of  women  and  of  wives  —  is 
my  fole  executrix  —  affifted  by 
the  Count  de  Senanges,  fhe 
will  do  thee  every  juftice.  — 
In  this  paper/*  drawing  a  pac- 

quet  from  his  bofom,  thou 
wilt  find  the  ftory  which  con- 
cerns  thy  birth  —  neither  time 
nor  ftrength  will  allow  me  to 
enter  myfelf  upon  fo  interefting 
a  detail  —  commend  me  to  thy 
Leonora,  and  fliare  with  her  my 
warmeft  bleffings!'' 
At  this  moment  the  folemn  fcene 

was  fuddenly  interrupted  by  the 

entrance  of  the  phyficians  who  at- 
tended 
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rcnded  the  Marquis.  —  During  the 
time  that  the  aftoniflied  Chevaher 
was  liftening   to   a  recital  which 
deprived  him  of  a  parent,  various 
were  the  emotions  of  Julia  ! — inad- 
vertently, for  one  inftant^  her  eyes 
met  thofe  of  him  to  whom  flie  was 
no  longer  mother  !  —  and,  for  one 
intoxicating  moment,  the  ecftafy  of 
that  thought  overcame  even  the  force 
of  grief  itfelf,  and  rendered  them 
infenfible   to   any  other  idea !  — 
but  the  attention  of  the  Marchio- 
nefs  to  her  dying  lord,  and  thofe 
of  Auguftus  to  his  generous  bene- 
fador,   foon  triumphed  over  this 
involuntary  refleftion.  Exhaufted 
with  the  exertion  his  fpirits  had  un- 
dergone, the  Marquis  felt  the  hour 

of 
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of  fate  approaching  —  he  took  a 
tender  and  afFcftlng  leave  of  his 
beloved  Julia,  who  was  fupported 
fenfelefs  from  the  fcenc  of  death  !  — 
This  amiable  man,  who,  in  his 
days  of  health,  had  arranged  every 
worldly  circumftance,  now  raifed 
all  his  pious  thoughts  from  earth  to 
heaven! — he  requeued  the  fur- 
rounding  mourners  to  difperfe,  and 
to  leave  him  during  the  laft  im- 
portant moment  with  his  confeffor, 
in  whofe  reverend  arms  he  yielded 
up  his  guiltlefs  foul  without  a  figh  ! 

When  this  fatal  event  was  known 
throughout  the  caftle,  an  awful 
mute  dejeclion  reigned  in  every 
heart  and  countenance  !  —  As  the 
Marquis  had  lived  beloved,  fo  he  di- 
ed 
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ed  lamented  ! — Madame  de  Tour- 
ville  and  Leonora  tenderly  watch- 
ed over  the  Marchionefs,  who  felt 
all  the  force  of  undiflcmbled  for- 
row  for  a  hufband  who  had  attach- 
ed her  to  him  by  every  grateful 
fentiraent. 

About  an  hour  after  the  clofing 
fcene,  the  new  Marquis,  with  his 
brother  and  the  bride  of  the 
former,  made  their  public  entry 
into  the  caftle ;  their  filial  lamen- 
tations were  but  the  mockery  of 
woe  —  real  unconcern  was  written 
in  legible  chara6ters  upon  each 
countenance.  The  Marquis,  who 
expedled  to  be  received  by  the 
widow  of  his  father  with  the  fame 
infenfibility  which   compofed  his 

own 
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own  unfeeling  heart,  fent  her  no- 
tice of  his  arrival,  and  that  of  the 
Marchionefs  de  Soiflbns,  requeft- 
ing  her  appearance.  Shocked  at 
fuch  an  embaffy,  and  incapable  of 
complying  with  their  fummons, 
flie  entreated  Madame  de  Tourville 
to  defcend  to  thefe  haughty  guefts, 
and  to  inform  them  that  in  her 
prefent  ftate  of  afflidtion  retirement 
was  her  choice;  but  that  her  do- ' 
meftics  fliould  receive  commands 
to  pay  them  every  due  attention 
and  refpeft  during  the  time  they 
propofed  honouring  the  caflle  with 
their  prefence. — The  proud  Mar- 
quis reddened  at  this  reply,  and 
ironically  faid,  he  was  obliged  to 
Madame  de  Soiffons  for  informa- 
tion 
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tion  that  himfelf  and  his  family 
were  vifitors  in  that  manfion,  (ince 
he  had,  till  that  moment,  been  ig- 
norant  that  he  was  not  himfelf  the 
mafter  of  it — "  However/'  con- 
tinued he^      the  teftament  of  the 
deceafed  will  decide  with  more 
propriety  a  dubious  circumftance; 
tell  then  this  fair  inconfolable 
that,  as  her  prefence  will  be  ne- 
ceflary  at  the  opening  of  the  will, 
I  hope  flie  will  pay  that  refped: 
to  my  father's  memory  not  to 
delay  the  ceremony  later  than 
this  evening ;    fmce  his  com- 
mands,  juft   or   unjuft,  ought 
to  be  put  into  immmediate  exc- 
cution/'     During  this  feeling 
fpeech  his  haughty  wife  fat  lolling 

in 
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in  a  chair  with   fullen  dignity, 
without  deigning   to   make  the 
llightefl:  inclination  of  the  head  to 
Madame  de  Tourville,  though  (he 
furveyed  her  minutely  with  an  im- 
perious ftare  :  that  amiable  woman, 
unabaflied  by  a  deportment  which 
could  only  excite  her  contempt, 
eyed  the  Marchionefs  with  fuch  a 
look  of  perfefh  indifference,  that 
fhe  appeared  fenfibly  mortified  at 
her  negleded  confequence  —  how- 
ever, file  afFecled  ftill  a  carelefs  air 
—  but  the  bliifh  of  wounded  pride 
demonftrated  that  malice  didated 
her  addrefs  to  the  Marquis  in  thcfe 
words  —  "  Oh,    my  dear  lord  ! 
you  muft  infift  upon  obtaining 
for  me  an  introdudlion  —  I  am 

abfolutely 
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abfolutely  dying   with  impa- 
tience,  to  pay  my  duty  to  our 
beauteous  mother,  and  to  behold 
thofe    charms  which   had  the 
power  to  thaw  the  frozen  heart 
of  age  ! — But  tell  her,  Madam, 
if  you  are  honoured  with  the 
confidence  of  this  widowed  fair, 
(he  muft  not  dim  the  luftre  of 
^'  her  eyes  with  tears  —  (he  muft 
referve  their  beams  to  conquer 
youthful  flaves/' 
A  fmile  of  difdain  was  all  the 
reply  Madame  de  Tourville  made  ; 
and  (he  quitted  the  room  in  filence 
juft  as  the  worthy  ecclefiaftic  en- 
tered, who  had  fo  recently  clofed 
the  eyes  of  the  beft  of  men.  A 
placid  ferenity,  the  refuk  of  a  long 
VOL  II,  C  life 
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life  of  piety  and  devotion^  marked 
his  venerable  afped.  He  advanced, 
with  unaffuming  dignity,  towards 
the  young  Marquis,  and  thus  ac- 
cofted  him  :      I  come.  Sir,  to 
fulfil  the  laft  commands  of  your 
expiring  father  :  he  charged  me 
to  tranfmit  to  you  that  benedic- 
tion,  and  forgivenefs,  which  the 
fudden  termination  of  his  exifl- 
ence  permitted  him  not  perfon- 
ally  to  beftow,  upon  yourfelf  and 
brother/'  — For  his  bleffing, 
reverend  father/'  interrupted  the 
Marquis,  ^'  we  are  obliged,  as  to 
^'  his  forgivenefs,  he  reaps  himfelf 
that  benefit ;  it  was  an  adrequi-^ 
fite  for  a  dying  Chriftian,  to  quit 
the  world  in  charity  with  all 
^'  mankind ; 
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mankind ;  nor  could  he  other- 
wife  have  a  claim  to  perfedl  ab^ 
folution  from  his  own  fms  and 
errors/' 

Errors,"  replied  the  prieft, 
are  infeparable  from  humanity; 
but  the  virtues  of  the  exalted  pat- 

^'  tern  we  have  loft  greatly  over- 
balanced  thofe  trivial  failings, 

^'  which^  in  a  contrary  charadler, 
increafe  with  the  vices  of  the 

^'  heart  till  they,  unchecked,  be- 
come  enormities  !  —  But  the  fon 
of  fuch  a  father  fhould  inherit 
his  fliining  virtues  with  his  fplen- 
did  patrimony  —  fhould  purfue 
the  bright  example  of  conlpi- 
cuous  merit — and,  to  be  as  great, 
fliould  learn  to  be  as  good ! 

C  2  Sullen 
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Sullen  rage  deformed  the  vi- 
fage  of  the  Marquis. — And  what 
art  thou,'^  he  cried,  who,  with 
officious  zeal  and  infolent  re- 
proaches,  prefumeft  to  arraign 
my  condudl,  oppofing  to  it  the 
panegyric  of  a  father  ! — thy  falfe 
devotion  is  a  cloak  for  every 
crime  that  o-fFers  its  temptation  5 
but  never  can  impofe  on  me.  — 
Away,  and  know  thy  reign  is 
ended  —  the  ear  that  liftened  to 
thy  flattering  blandilhments  is 
clofed — thy  influence  is  no  more; 
but  that  thou  art  below  revenge, 
thou  fhouldefl:  feel  the  weight  of 
my  refentment. — Be  gone,  and 
never  let  me  fee  that  hoary  face 
again/' 

Unmoved, 
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'Unmoved^  the  venerable  father 
viewed  the  headftrong  paflion  of 
impetuous  youth  !  — he  was  armed 
with  confcious  redlitude  and  fearlefs 
innocence  —  he  (hook   his  filver 
head,  and,  with  a  countenance  of 
divine  compofure,      I  go/'  faid 
he,      and  fhall  not  fail  to  offer  up 
my  humble  prayers,  that  the  all- 
wife  difpofer  of  the  fons  of  earth 
may  change  thy  heart — pour  his 
enlightening  grace  upon  thee — 
"  and  reftore  thee  to  thyfelf.  — 
Farewell,  my  fon! — mayeft  thou, 
"  ere  the  night  of  age  creeps  on, 
regain  the  path  from  which  thou 
"  haft  unfortunately  ftrayed,  and, 
^'  ere  too  late,  reform 

C3  He 
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He  fixed  an  expreflive  look  of 
pity  on  the  Marquis,  and  left  him 
in  fome  degree  confounded  by  the 
calm  ferenity  he  had  failed  to  exaf- 
perate,  and  fecretly  aftiamed  of  his 
illiberal  treatment  of  a  man  whofe 
blamelefs  charafter  and  holy  func- 
tion demanded  a  contrary  reception. 
The  afflifted  Chevalier,  who 
mourned  the  Marquis  with  all  the 
tendernefs  of  filial  afFedlion,  had 
retired  into  his  clofet  to  vent  an 
unfeigned  agony  of  forrow*  The 
peculiar  delicacy  of  his  feelings 
and  fituation  would  not  permit  him 
to  appear  before  the  widowed  Julia; 
but  he  had  fent  a  refpedtful  inquiry 
after  her  health,  and  had  the  con- 
folation  of  hearing  that  flie  was 

recovered 
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recovered  from  that  ftate  of  infenfi- 
bility  which  had  overwhelmed  her 
fenfes  during  the  laft  awful  fcene. 

The  grief  of  the  Marchionefs 
did  not  exprefs  itfelf  in  the  often- 
tatious  difplay  of  clamorous  and 
artificial  woe — it  was  tender — it 
was  natural  —  it  proceeded  from  a 
heart  replete  with  fenfibility,  and 
warm  with  gratitude.  She  mourned, 
the  trueft  friend  and  the  moft  kind 
protestor  ;  and  flied  to  his  memory 
the  genuine  tears  of  undiffembled 
and  fincere  regret. 

Leonora,  who,  in  compliance 
with  the  fervent  entreaties  of  Au- 
guftus,  had  left  him,  though  reluct- 
antly, to  the  private  indulgence  of 
his  forrows,  requefted  at  length  an 
C  4  interview, 
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interview,  with  a  voice  of  gentle 
earneftnefs.  He  anfwered  not  till 
fhe  named  the  Marchionefs,  affur* 
ing  him  fhe  came  charged  with  her 
exprefs  commands.  That  found 
was  irrefiftible ;  the  fair  petitioner 
obtained  admittance,  and  urged  a 
a  requeft  from  Julia,  that  he  would, 
with  Leonora,  defcend  to  the  fa- 
mily party  below,  who  were  enti- 
tled to  the  due  formalities  of  re- 
fped:,  and  who  might,  in  witneff- 
ing  their  real  alBidlion,  attempt  to 
wear  the  malk  of  forrow  in  a  houfe 
where  a  parent's  facred  remains 
were  fcarcely  cold.  Though  the 
Chevalier,  from  various  motives, 
wifhed  to  avoid  the  prefence  of 
thofe  who  had  ever  envied  him, 

even 
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even  while  fuppofed  allied  to  him  by 
nature,  yet  he  made  a  painful  effort 
to  obey  the  Marchionefs ;  and  the 
arrival  of  the  Count  and  Countefs 
de  Senanges  infpired  him  with  new 
refolution,  and  afforded  him  a  fen- 
fible  confolation.  After  the  Count 
had  paid  a  (hort  and  affecting  vifit 
to  the  beauteous  relid:  of  his  la^ 
mented  friend,  he  haftened  to  join 
the  difconfolate  Auguftus.  Having 
both  mutually  wept  the  fatal  event 
which  occafioned  their  prefent 
mournful  meeting,  they  repaired  to 
the  eating  hall,  where  they  found 
this  feeling  family  rifing  from  ta- 
ble. With  cold  civility  the  Mar- 
quis received  the  Count  and  Che- 
valier;  and^  inftead  of  condoling^ 

witlx 
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with  them  on  the  death  of  an  inva- 
luable' parent,  prefented,  in  great 
forrnahty;  his  bridal  Marchionefs  ; 
who,  elated  with  her  rank,  and 
vain  of  fancied  confequence,  haugh- 
tily returned  their  diftant  falutes. 
When  Leonora  made  her  appear- 
ance, Madame  de  Soiflbns,  with 
the  freedom  of  confcious  fuperi- 
ority,  took  her  hand,  and,  affect- 
ing an  air  ofcondefcenfion,  thanked 
heaven  that  it  had  at  laft  fent  her 
a  companion  of  her  own  fex  :  then, 
with  a  vivacity  in  her  look  and 
gefture,  which  would  have  better 
fuited  the  fcene  of  feftivity  than 
the  houfe  of  death,  fhe  moved 
towards  the  gardens,  requefting 
Leonora  to  condud  her  round 

them  : 
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them  :  — that  fair  afflidled^  whofe 
countenance  partook  of  the  fenfibi- 
lity  of  her  heart,  followed  the  Mar- 
chionefs  with  reluftant  fteps  ;  and, 
rather  guided  than  guiding,  accom- 
panied her  into  a  parterre^  w^here 
the  depredations  of  deftrudive  au- 
tumn feemed  mournfully  to  pro- 
claim the  dying  feafon,  and  the 
general  lofs. 

Leonora  was  fo  abforbed  by  her 
own  refleftions,  that  fhe  had  ad- 
vanced fome  paces  before  fhe  re- 
coUefled  flie  was  herfelf  a  total 
ftranger  at  the  caftle  of  Soiflbns, 
having,  upon  the  prefent  fad  occa- 
fion,  made  her  fiiil  vifit  to  its  la- 
mented owner.  She  was  juft  going 
to  impart  this  circumftance  as  an 

excufe 
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excufe  for  quitting  theMarchionefs, 
when  a  fudden  Ihower  of  rain  na- 
turally relieved  her  from  her  em- 
ployment. Madame  de  Solflbns 
flew  with  rapidity  to  the  caftle, 
where,  having  arrived  fome  mo- 
ments before  Leonora,  (he  threw 
open  a  fafli  in  the  faloon,  and  flood 
enjoying,  in  a  burft  of  unreftrained 
laughter,  the  inconveniencies  her 
diflanced  companion  fuffered  from 
the  ftorm^ 

The  widowed  Marchionefs,  who, 
from  the  report  of  Madame  de 
Tourville,  felt  an  invincible  repug- 
nance to  admit  into  her  prefence 
the  unworthy  fons  of  her  lamented 
lord,  entreated  the  Count  de  Se- 
nanges  to  difpenfe  with  her  appear- 
ance 
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incc  during  the  folemn  meeting  in 
the  evening,  and  to  excufe  her, 
under  pretence  of  indifpofition, 
from  attending  a  ceremony  which 
muft,  from  many  circumftances, 
aggravate  her  afflidtion,  and  might 
probably  expofe  her  to  infults  from 
thofe  whom  fhe  would  wifh  to  re- 
fpeft  for  the  fake  of  him  who  was 
their  father.  The  Marchionefs  pro- 
ceeded then,  while  a  momentary 
blufti  traverfed  her  languid  cheek, 
to  requeft  the  Count  would  make 
a  pubhc  declaration  before  the 
Alarquis,  that  Auguftus  was  an 
adopted  fon,  and  that,  though  he 
no  longer  had  a  claim  to  the  en- 
dearing name  of  brother,  yet  that 
the  beft  of  men  and  fathers,  in  re- 

garding. 
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gardiijg^^lS's-^  vittup  t  with  paternal 
tenderriefs/had  egua 
ed  hitri  in  hisv^^i^l/^^^^^^^^^^^  their 
envy,  I  know  their  ma:lic&'/'  con- 
tinued (he  ;  "  they  AviH  attenipt  to 
wound  the  delicacy  of  the  Che- 
valier,  by  difclaiming  all  future 
connexion  with  him  :  — but  tell 
^'  them,  Count,  his  confequence 
canot  be  derived  from  their  alli- 
ance/' 

As  (he  fpoke  Ihe  fixed  her  fweet 
and  dewy  eyes  upon  the  ground,  to 
elude  any  penetrating  look  which 
the  amiable  Senanges, from  a  know- 
ledge of  her  former  fentiments, 
might  have  caft  upon  her.  The 
polfeffions  of  the  late  Marquis  be- 
ing immenfe,  he  was  empowered 
to  indulge  his  generofity  towards 

his 
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his  lovely  widow,  and  adopted  fon, 
without  injuflice  to  his  children. 
—  But,  notwithftanding  the  wealth 
which  the  two  brothers  inherited, 
their  abjedt  interefted  fouls  re- 
proached, m  bitter  terms,  the  me- 
mory of  a  father  !  Though  the  cha- 
teau de  Soiffons  was  lefs  extenfive 
and  magnificent  than  the  reft  of  his 
numerous  houfes,  yet  his  illiberal 
fucceffor  openly  upbraided  the 
Marchionefs  for  permitting  her  lord 
to  bequeath  it  to  her  even  for  life. 
Little  did  he  conceive  the  difin- 
terefted  fentiments  of  Julia's  foul. 
Having  refolved  to  pafs  the  firft 
year  of  her  widowhood  either  with 
her  fifter  or  at  a  convent,  fhe 
made  a  voluntary  refignation  of 

this 
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this  difputed  manfion,  which  was^ 
with  a  mean  avidity,  accepted* 
She  acquainted  him,  through  the 
Count,  that,  when  every  honour 
due  to  the  memory  of  the  Marquis 
was  performed,  it  washer  intention 
to  retire  with  the  Countefs  de  Se- 
nanges,  and  to  leave- him  at  liberty 
to  take  poffeflion  of  a  place  which 
had  now  no  charms  for  her. 

As  Julia  was  determined  to  de- 
pofit  the  facred  remains  of  her  huf- 
band  among  the  monuments  of  his 
anceftors  with  funereal  pom.p,  her 
departure  was  naturally  retarded 
longer  than  the  Marquis  wifli- 
ed ;  but  the  forms  of  decency 
kept  his  impatience  within  proper 
bounds;  and  the  fatisfadion  he  felt 

in 
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in    his    approaching  acqulfitlon, 
made  him  condud   himfclf  with 
tolerable  decorum  :  he  even  check- 
ed his  Marchionefs  for  frequently 
expreffing  her  ennui  at  the  tedious 
folemnity  of  the  mournful  fcenery : 
the  difmal  drapery  of  death  —  its 
gloomy  tapers — and  its  filent  hor- 
rors— were  ill  adapted  to  the  levity 
of  her  difpofition.   She  endeavour- 
ed to  divert  the  lino-erino;  hours  in 
the  fociety  of  Leonora,  who  her- 
felf  began  to  find  affliftion  irkfomc, 
and  to  wifh  for  an  opportunity  of 
partaking  in  thofe  public  amufe- 
ments,  defcribed  by  her  new  com- 
panion in  alluring  colours. 

Though  the  Marchionefs  at  firfl 
fight  feemed  devoid  of  every  grace, 
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and  prepoffefled  Leonora  wkh  no 
very  favourable  fentiments,  yet  fhe 
was  fo  far  miftrefs  of  the  wiles  of  dif- 
limulation,  that  where  flie  wiflied  to 
pleafe  fhe  could  be  dangeroully 
infinuating :  fatally  for  her  young 
and  inexperienced  friend,  fhe  by  im- 
perceptible degrees  gained  a  power- 
ful influence  over  her  mind.  Leo- 
nora grew  weary  of  offering  rejedled 
confolation  lo  a  difconfolate  huf- 
band,  who  fhunned  her  prefence, 
and,  feeking  folitude,  left  her  at  li- 
berty to  converfe  with  thofe  who 
were  qualified  only  to  vitiate  a  weak 
and  inconfiderate  heart. 

In  the  apartments  of  the  widowed 
Marchionefs  there  reigned  a  ilill 
folemnity,  unfuitable  t(^  the  gaiety 

of 
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of  Leonora  :  and  when,  infected  by 
a  momentary  impulfe,  flie  appeared 
before  her  new  preceptrefswith  a  dc- 
jefted  countenance,  flie  was  received 
with  ironical  fmiles,  accompanied 
by  an  interrogation,  whether  flie 
was  really  become  the  dupe  of  arti- 
ficial forrow — and  if  fhe  could  ra- 
tionally believe  that  fo  young  and 
beautiful  a  widovv^  was  hnccrc  in  re- 
gretting the  diffolution  of  an  union 
fo  very  unequal  ?  The  volatile  Leo- 
nora gave  eafy  acccfs  to  thefe  artful 
infinuations,  and  began  to  form  a 
lefs  perfect  idea  of  that  chara6lcr 
fl^e  had  hitherto  reg-arded  in  the 
higheft  point  of  view  ;  nor  did  fiic 
l)Kifli  to  accufe  the  innocent  and 
virtuous  Julia  of  affecting  the  parade 
D  2  of 
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of  grief^  while  her  heart  fecretly  re- 
joiced at  liberty  regained.  Madame 
■de  Senanges,  to  whofe  friendlhip 
the  ungrateful  Leonora  owed  the 
hand  of  Augultus,  became  totally 
neglected  by  her  :  fhe  dreaded  her 
juft  reproaches,    and  confcioufly 
avoided  the  filent  cenfures  of  her 
awful  eyes.  Madame* de  Tourvillc's 
ferious  turn  of  mind  (the  eifed  only 
of  her  misfortunes)  was  peculiarly 
repugnant  to  Leonora's  difpofition, 
and  fhe  confidered  her  gentle  ad- 
monitions as  the  formal  precepts 
of  advancing  age. — Thus  was  the 
artful  Marchionefs  the  chofen  and 
dangerous  companion  of  her  focial 
hours  :  the  Marquis  and  his  bro- 
ther likewife  paid  her  flattering  at- 
tentions ; 
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tentions ;  her  mufical  talents  ren- 
dered her  a  moft  agreeable  addition 
to  their  prefcnt  contra6led  circle ; 
and  her  uncommon  beauty  capti- 
vated the  eye,  while  her  foft  har- 
mony charmed  the  ear. 

The  ftrange  difcovery  of  the  dy- 
ing Marquis   had    increafed  the 
mifery  of  Auguftus,  and  revived  the 
fmothered  flame  of  unextinguiflied 
love  ! — He  found  himfelf  releafed 
from  one  fatal  barrier  to  his  hopes, 
only  to  fhevv  the  remaining  obftacle 
in  a  ftill  ftronger  light :  while  he  con- 
fidered  Julia  as  united  to  a  father, 
he  fubmitted  with  fome  degree  of 
refignation  to  his  fate;  but  the  re- 
cent difavowal   of  that  filial  tie 
awakened  him  to  a  more  poignant 
D  3  fenfc 
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fenfe  of  anguiQi ; — from  beingin  dif- 
ferent to  Leonora,  he  began  to  view 
her  with  eyes  of  averfion,  and  with 
n  mortifying  coldnefs  rejefted  her 
attentions.  So  abforbed  was  he  in 
the  contemplation  of  his  wayward 
fate,  that  he  was  quite  regardlefs 
of  the  paper  to  which  the  Marquis 
had  referred  him ;  and,  totally  incu- 
rious about  the  circumftances  rela- 
tive to  his  birth,  he  had  carelefsly 
thrown  it  into  a  cabinet,  where  it 
remained  unopened. 

Pride  had  feme  fliare  in  this  ex- 
traordinary negligence.  Dreading 
that  obfcure  connexions  might 
prove  him  unworthy  of  adoring  his 
beloved  JuHa,  and  of  the  hopes  to 
which  he  had  once  afpired,  he  dared 

not 
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not  to  dive  into  the  myftery  of  his 
extraftion.  Madame  de  Tourville, 
whofe  friendfliip  for  Auguftus  was 
warm  and  fincere,  would  fometimes 
rally  him  on  his  inattention.  At 
length,  tired  with  her  importunities, 
he  one  day  refigned  the  paper  Into 
her  hands,  affuring  her  that  his  firm 
reliance  on  her  fidelity  gained  her 
this  confidence ;  he  concluded  by 
conjuring  her  that,  if  (he  found  his 
birth  ignoble,  (he  would  be  filent 
even  to  him,  and  return  the  manu- 
fcript  fealed  up,  as  fhe  received  it : 
—  that,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  ignorance 
was  his  choice ;  and,  not  wifhing 
to  know  the  peculiar  circumftances 
of  his  difgrace,  he  was  refolved  to 
hide  in  fome  foreign  kingdom  his 

D  4  degraded 
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degraded  head.  Madame  de  Tour- 

ville  fmiled  at  his  eagernefs ;  ^^Ah! 
reft  alTured/'  Ihefaid,  a  haughty 
foul  like  yours  is  fprnng  from  no- 
ble  blood/^  —  If  it  ihould  be 
otherwife/^  replied  he  with  emo- 
tion,  as  you  value  my  honour  and 
my  peace  of  mind,  inform  not  the 
adored  idol  of  my  heart  that  the 
man,  who  was  once  diftinguiflied 
by  her  preference,  is  become  an 
objeft  unworthy  of  her  — Re- 
member,^^  returned  Madame  de 

Tourville  gravely,  that  this  idol 
of  your  heart  is,  or  ought  to  be,. 

^'  your  wife  ;  and  (he  is  too  tenderly 
attached,  to  fuffer  birth  or  ex- 
tradion  to  influence  her  fenti- 

"  ments/' 
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ments,"  Aiiguftus  was  prevented 
from  making  a  reply  by  the  entrance 
of  the  new  Marchionefs  with  Leo- 
nora; when,  having  paid  fome  cold 
civilities  to  them,  he  withdrew  to 
ruminate  upon  his  extraordinary 
fituation.  Madame  de  Tourville 
retired  to  her  clofet,  where  Ihe  had 
cautioufly  depofited  the  manufcript, 
determined  not  to  examine  its  con- 
tents till  after  the  interment  of  the 
Marquis. 

The  lovely  Julia  remained  con- 
ftantly  in  her  apartment ;  nor  could 
flie  be  perfuaded  to  diffipate  her 
forrow  by  mixing  with  the  family 
circle :  flie  dreaded,  more  than 
ever,  encountering  the  Chevalier. 
The  difclofure  of  his  birth  yielded 

her 
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her  a  fecret  confolation ;  but^  while 
it  feemed  to  render  her  attachment 
lefs  guilty,  her  dehcacy  of  fenti- 
ment  fufFered  her  not  to  admit  the 
moil  diftant  hope  of  ever  being 
united  to  Auguftus. 

The  evening  before  the  funeral 
obfequies  were  to  be  performed,  a 
melancholy  impulfe  led  her  to  take 
a  lafh  farewell  of  her  lord's  cold 
remains.  She  found  an  opportu- 
nity, when  the  Countefs  and  Ma- 
dame de  Tourville  were  abfent, 
(who  flie  thought  might  have  op- 
pofed  her  defign)  to  fteal  from  her 
apartment ;  and,  diredted  by  the 
glimmering  tapers  which,  with  fad 
folemnity,  illumined  the  caftle,  flie 

approached 
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approached  the  awful  chamber  of 
eternal  fleep. 

Auguflus,  from  the  fame  fym- 
pathy  of  grateful  afFeftion,  at  an 
oppofite  door  was  entering  the 
room  where,  enclofed  within  his  laft 
habitation,  repofed  the  lifelefs  Mar- 
quis.— The  attendants,  who  per- 
ceived the  Marchionefs  advance, 
refpeftfuUy  withdrew  into  the  anti- 
chamber. 

The  Chevalier,  with  trembling 
emotion,  beheld  the  beauteous  wi- 
dow move  ;  and,  fafcinated  to  the 
fpot,  flood,  transfixed,  to  gaze  upon 
her  more  than  mortal  lovelinefs! — • 
her  fable  robe  flowed  with  unftu- 
died  elegance,  which  added  graces 
to  her  inimitable  form. 

As 


(    44  ) 
As  file  approached  the  coffin  her 
countenance  was  awfully  diftreffed: 
fhe  fixed  upon  the  ferene  and  life- 
lefs  features  of  her  lord  a  look  of 
animated  woe;  then,  melting  into 
tears,  fhe  thus  addreffed  him  — 
^'  Dear,  facred  relics  of  the  moil 
efteemed  of  men,  adieu  !  — and, 
^'  if  thy  hovering  fpirit  can  from 
"•^  its  bleft  abode  look  down  upon 
the  unfortunate  Julia — let  it  wit- 
nefs  the  facred  vow  llie  breathes. 
True  to  thy  honoured,  thy  re- 
fpe6led  memory,  never  fliall  this 
widowed  hand  — "  At  that  in- 
ftant  the  frantic  Chevalier,  ruihing 
forward,  funk  at  the  feet  of  the 
aftoniflied  Marchionefs.  —  Oh, 
cruel,  faithlefs  Julia  I''   he  ex- 
claimed; 
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claimed;       is  it  thus  that  thou 
^'  wonldefl  keep   thofc  vows  in- 
violate,  which  promifcd  once  to 
the   defpifed  Augiiftus  ecftatic 
happinefs ! — Ah,  fince  fate  no 
more  impofcs,  by  parental  claims, 
the  rehi(ftant  filence  of  a  love 
like  mine,  would  that  feraphic 
tongue  pronounce  a  vow  irrevo- 
cable!''— How,  Chevalier! in- 
terrupted the  Marchionefs,  freeing 
herfelf,  with  difficulty,  from  the 
grafp  of  her  diftradted  lover,  and 
recoiling  precipitately — is  this  a 
fcene — is  that  an  object — forfuch 
unhallowed  converfe! — and  dares 
the  ungrateful  Auguftus  infult 
the  facrcd  filence  of  that  ho- 

"  nourcd 
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noured  corfe  with  the  raih  ve- 
hemence  of  an  impious  paffion  ! 
^'  —  Leave  me  —  fly  me  —  and,  in 
the  prefence  of  an  injured  wife, 
repent  thy  guilty  frenzy!'^ 
She  turned  from   him;  and, 
while  the  awful  dignity  of  offended 
virtue  beamed  in  the  radiance  of 
her  eyes,  Ihe  darted  a  glance  of 
fuch   piercing   reproof  upon  the 
'kneeling  Chevalier,    that   he  re- 
mained on  the  ground  without  the 
power  of  fuing  her  forgivenefs,  or 
oppofmg  her  departure.  —  As  fhe 
withdrew  he  gazed  after  her  till  (he 
vanifhed  from  his  fight. 

He  then  fuddenly  ftarted  up,  and 
exclaimed  —  Oh,  fhe  is  gone  ! 
"  and  thou^  wretched  Auguftus!  art 

become^ 
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become,  through  thy  own  un- 
governable  folly,  the  objedt  of 
abhorrence  and  contempt! — con- 
tempt  from  Julia! — Ah!  thought 
intolerable! — but'*  (lowering  his 
voice)      let  me  check  thefe  tran- 
'^fports;    complaints  are  profan- 
ation  here."    With  folded  arms 
he  ftood  for  fome  moments,  con- 
templating the  clay-cold  Marquis: 
death  had  not  divefted  his  benign 
features  of  the  placid  fmile  that 
animated  his  living  countenance — 
Oh,  bleft  repofe  !"  foftly  uttered 
Auguftus — happy  ftate  of  endlefs 
peace  !  — freed  from  the  cares  of 
"  exiflence,    thy  faulclefs  foul  is 
flown  to  that  land  where  forrows 
are  no  more  !  —  there  to  receive 

"  the 
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the  glorious  crown  of  virtue  !  — 
while  I,  thy  miferable  adopted 
fon,  am  left  a  prey  to  wretched- 
^  ^  nefs  and  fcorn ! — ^  He  turned  away, 
heaved  from  the  bottom  of  his 
heart  a  figh  profound,  and  bent 
his  fteps  to  his  apartment.  When 
the  Marchionefs  had  reached  her 
fofa  (he  funk  upon  it,  and  burft 
into  an  agony  of  tears !  —  a  lover, 
v/hom  flie  ftill  adored,  recurred  to  her 
imagination,  kneeling  at  her  feet. 
Enough  had  fhe  facrificed  to  duty 
and  to  honour  in  the  lharp  rebuke 
with  which  flie  quitted  him  —  her 
tendernefs  revived,  and  fhe  now 
became  more  acutely  fenfible  that 
the  Chevalier  was  yet  poffelTor  of 
her  heart. 

Ah, 
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Ah,  loved  Auguftus fhe  foft- 
i\y  exclaimed,  ^'  why  does  thy  dear 
idea  haunt  my  guilty  mind  — 
why,  in  this  awful  hour,  when 
gratitude  demands  each  tear  as 
tributes  due  to  a  revered,  a  gene- 
rous  hufband — why  do  they  flow 
for  thee  ? — loft  !  —unworthy  Ju- 
^Mia  ! — extraft  this  fatal  paflioa 
from  thy  bofom,  or  die  in  the  at^ 
tempt!" — The  Countefs  de  Se- 
nanges  entered  at  this  period:  flie 
had  miffed,  and  fought  her  fifter; 
had  traced  her  to  the  fcene  of  deco* 
rated  woe,  and  found  her  now  dif- 
folved  in  tears. — Ah,  my  Julia  !'* 
fhe  cried,    wherefore  did  you  elude 
my  vigilance  to  feek  a  fpot  which 
offered  to  your  view  a  fpedlacle 
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of  fadnefs!'' — Forgive  me,  oh  my 
Henrietta,''  replied  the  beauteous 
mourner,  —    I  fhall  offend  your 
tendernefs  no  more. — I  have  bade 
a  long  and  laft  adieu  to  him,whofe 
virtues  muft  ever  furvive  in  my 
remembrance — It  was  a  debt  in- 
cumbent  on  my  gratitude,  and 
the  performance  of  it  has  eafed 
me  of  a  weight  of  care.  —  To- 
morrow  he  will  be  borne  for 
ever  from  my  fight,  and  in  the 
cold  enclofure  of  a  tomb  for  ages 
reftr 

The  fucceeding  day,  with  mourn- 
ful folemnity,  the  flow  proceffion 
moved;  and  the  lamented  Mar- 
quis vvas  depofited  among  his  an- 
ceftorso 

The 
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The  cries  of  poverty,  the  fighs 
of  the  afflifted,  the  groans  of  the 
opprefTed,  his  bounty  had  rcHeved, 
followed  to  the  tomb  thefe  loved 
remains !  —  they  mourned  their  pa- 
tron, their  protestor,  friend  ! — His 
fad  domeftics  drooped  their  heads; 
and,  with  (ilent  grief,  fupported 
to  his  grave  their  much  regretted 
mafter,  whofe  charadler  was  written 
in  the  tears  of  every  eye :  and  his 
fame  refounded  by  that  only  envi- 
able panegyric  —  the  fympathetic 
forrow  of  each  feeling  heart! — 

The  departure  of  the  Marchi- 
onefs  from  the  caftle  de  Soiflbns 
was  fixed  for  the  day  fucceeding 
that  of  the  funeral  obfequies.  The 
Count  de  Senanges,  w4iom  his 
E  2  filler 
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filler  had  intrufted  to  examine  the 
private  cabinets  of  the  late  Mar- 
quis, amongft  various  trinkets 
found  a  fmall  cafket  fealed,  and 
addreffed  to  Auguftus.  He  in- 
ftantly  fought  his  friend^  and  found 
him  walking  penfively  on  the  ter- 
race :  the  Count  prefented  him 
with  the  calket ;  —  with  incurious 
eyes  he  viewed  it,  fighed,  and  care- 
lefsly  placed  it  in  his  bofom.  — 

Whence  comes  it.  Chevalier/* 
faid  his  friend,     that  you  difco- 

ver  fo  much  indifference  relative 

to  your  birth  — It  arifes/' re- 
plied he  mournfully,      from  my 

indifference  to  life  :  am  I  not  an 
*  ^  outcaft  ?  reared  by  the  hand  of 
^[  charity,  uiiconneded  with  the 

world  — 
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world  —  loft  to  happincfs  —  the 
viftimof  defpair  !  — I  would  be 

^'  for  ever  ignorant  of  an  origin 
which  expofed  to  the  fliafts  of 
fortune  a  very  wretch  indeed!" 
You  are  to  blame/*  replied  the 

Count ;  whatever  may  be  your 
defcent,  refpeftable  by  educa- 

^'  tion,   exalted  by  native  worth, 

^'  and  dlftinguiflied  by  fortune  — 
you  owe  to  the  lovely  woman 
who  has  united  her  fate  to  yours, 
as  well  as  to  yourfelf,  a  difco^ 
very  fo  important/'  —  "  Aye, 
there's  my  fting/'  returned  the 

Chevalier  with  a  look  of  diftradion, 
that  fyren  has  undone  me  :  but 
for  her,  what  ecftatic  hopes 
might  I  not  now  have  formed  ! 

E3  ^^Ah, 
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Ah,  no;  prefumptuous  wretch! 
would  thy  offered,  thy  ignoble 
hand,  have  been  accepted  by  that 
Julia,    whofe   illuftrious  birth, 
and  honourable  blood,  fhould 
fcorn  thy  vows,  and  fpurn  thy 
bafe  alliance/'     He  walked  a 
few  paces  from  the  Count  in  the 
ftrongeft  agitation ;  then  approach- 
ing him  again,  and  foftening  his 
accent  — Forgive,  my  more  than 
brother,  the  wildnefs  of  defpair: 
1  cannot  be  ungrateful  to  thy 
friendfhip  ; — if  then  thy  faithful 
afFe6lion  yet  finds  an  intereft  in 
my  unfortunate   deftiny.  Ma- 
dame  de  Tourville  can  inform 
you  all  my  ftory  :  in  her  hand 
1  placed  the  important  manu- 

fcript.— 
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fcript. — Go  then,  my  dear  Se- 
nanges,  learn  from  that  fatal 
paper  a  fecret  of  which  I  would 
be  ever  ignorant/' — The  blufh 
of  native  pride  and  confcious  dig- 
nity glowed  on  his  cheek;  he 
haftily  turned  from  the  Count,  who 
quitted  him  to  go  in  purfuit  of 
Madame  de  Tourville.  He  found 
her  in  the  pavilion  with  Leonora, 
to  whom  fhc  had  been  mildly  re- 
prefenting  fome  improprieties  in 
her  late  condudl,  to  which  Ihe  was 
endeavouring  to  attribute  the  fud- 
den  coldnefs  and  referve  which  Ihe 
complained  of  in  her  hulband. 

Your  judgment.  Madam,'*  faid 
.fhe  haughtily,  as  the  Count  ap- 
proached,     is  totally  indifferent 
E  4  ^  to 


(    56  ) 
to  me;  I  neither  feek  your  ap- 
probation  nor  dread  your  cen- 
fures  —  I  ftand  not  in  need  of 
your  advice  to  learn  the  duties 
*^  of  a  wife.  —  Reft  contented  with 
your  boafted  influence  over  the 
Marchionefs  and  Countefs,  nor 
prefume  to  comment  upon  my 
conduct  with  fuch  infulting  free- 
dom/^    She  quitted  the  temple, 
darting    a   look  of  fury  upon 
Madame  de  Tourville,    and  of 
difdain  upon  the  Count,  as  Ihc 
pafled  .  flie  then  dire(5led  her  fteps 
to   the    drefling  -  room    of  the 
new  Marchionefs,  where  they  both 
turned  into  ridicule  the  friend- 
ly admonitions    of  the  amiable 
Tourville.     That  imperious  wo- 
man had,  by  flattery  and  diflimu- 

lation^ 
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ktion,  gamed  a  perfedl  afcendency 
over  Leonora  ;  to  vitiate  whofe  in- 
nocence of  manners  was  her  cruel 
aim, .  that  flie  might  reduce  her  to 
a  level  with  herfelf :  and  fo  devoid 
was  Ihe  of  each  virtuous  fentiment, 
that  fhe  ufed  every  argument  to 
withdraw  her  afFeilions  from  her 
once  loved  hufband,  malicioufly 
urging  the  deception  of  his  birth 
as  a  motive  for  refentment. 

The  brother  of  the  Marquis,  now 
the  only  Chevalier  de  Soiflbns,  had 
been  ftruck  with  the  beauty  of  Leo- 
nora ;  and,  diflblute  in  his  princi- 
ples, was  capable  of  attempting  the 
heart  of  her  who  was  united,  by 
the  moft  folemn  vows,  to  his 
adopted  brother.  —  Too  well  he 

fuccecded 
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fuccecded  in  the  bafe  defign  !  Leo- 
nora, flung  with  the  cold  indif- 
ference of  her  lord,  fought  in  the 
attentions  of  the  Chevalier  to  for- 
get her  wrongs;  and  found,  too 
late,  that  Henry  de  Soiflbns  was 
better  formed  to  charm  her  affec- 
tions than  the  wedded  Auguftus. — 
The  new  Marchionefs  was  the  con  • 
fidante  of  the  Chevalier ;  and,  en- 
vying the  fortune  bequeathed  to 
Auguftus,  exercifed  her  revenge, 
by  the  moft  ungenerous  attempt  to 
wound  his  peace  and  honour  in 
the  fedudtion  of  his  wife's  affec- 
tions.— She  was  hourly  painting  to 
Leonora  the  paffion  and  admiration 
of  Henry — at  the  fame  time  art- 
fully reminding  her  of  the  neglefts 

and 
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and  coldnefs  of  a  hufband. — Leo- 
nora was  endowed  with  a  fliare  of 
vanity  equal  to  her  beauty — it  was 
wounded  by  indifference  —  it  was 
flattered  by  attention. — Henry  de 
Soiflbns  was  handfome  and  infinu- 
ating  —  Leonora  poflefled  a  heart 
eafily  imprefled,  and  naturally  in- 
conftant.  She  was  diftant  from  the 
precepts  of  a  father  < —  the  retire- 
ment   of    the    Marchionefs  and 
Countefs  deprived    her   of  their 
once  valued  example.    At  firft  her 
virtue  flatted  at  its  danger,  but 
ftie  wanted  refolution  to  withftand 
the  allurements  of  fighs  and  pro- 
teftations;  and^  depending  too  much 
on  her  own  power  and  the  inno- 
cence of  her  intentions,  flie  fuffered 

herfelf 
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herfelf  to  liften  to  the  fyren  voice  of 
an  imprudent  lovet 

When  the  Count  de  Senanges 
found  himfelf  alone  with  Madame 
de  Tourville^  after  having  touched, 
with  regret,  upon  the  changed  con- 
du6t  of  Leonora,  he  entered  upon 
the  fubje<5t  relative  to  the  myfteri- 
ous  birth  of  his  friend.  Madame 
de  Tourville  prefenting  to  him  the 
manufcript — It  was  for  this  pur- 
pofe/'  faid  fhe,      that  I  retired 
hither  when  I  was  interrupted  by 
the  fair  wife  of  its  hero,  and  was 
^'  induced,   from  the  ftrong  im- 
pulfe  of  friendlhip,  to  offer  ad- 
monitions  unwelcome  to  the  ear 
of  youth  and  beauty. — Since  you 
have  obtained  permiflion  to  (hare 

with 
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With  me  the  contents  of  this  pa- 
per,  let  me  requeft  you  to  open 
"  it  and  read." — The  Count,  with 
agitation,  broke  the  feal,  and  be- 
gan the  following  relation. — 

THE  MANUSCRIPT. 

Returning  home  one  evening 
from  a  vifit  in  the  vicinity  of  Ver- 
failles,  my  carriage  fuddenly  flop- 
ped,—  Inquiring  into  the  caufe,  I 
obferved  one  of  my  attendants 
holding  up  an  ofier  bafket,  which 
he  infpefted  with  fome  furprife. — 
I  began  to  interrogate  the  fervants; 
when  the  plaints  of  an  infant  in- 
ftantly  informed  me  what  were 
its  contents. — Du  Bois  drew  near, 
and  offered  to  my  view  a  beauteous 

boy!— 
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boy !  —  it  was  dreft  with  elegance, 
and  its  waift  encircled  by  a  rib- 
band, from  which  hung  a  golden 
coral,  ornamented  with  jewels,  and 
diftinguiflied  by  the  initials  of  two 
letters  in  a  cypher. — The  bewail- 
ings  of  this  little  creature  —  its 
looks  of  helplefs  innocence  —  af- 
feded  me  with  compaffion  and 
tendernefs.  —  I  took  it  in  my 
arms,  determined  to  be  its  pro- 
tedor  till  1  could  reftore  it  to 
thofe  of  a  parent,  who  feemed  to 
ha^e  expofed  it  to  receive,  from 
the  benevolence  of  ftrangers,  that 
Ihelter  which  it  was  unhappily  de- 
nied under  a  paternal  roof  I  con* 
fidered  for  a  few  moments  what 
meafure  to  take  for  the  preferv- 

ation 
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.^tion  of  this  little  foundling.  • — It 
appeared  to  be  of  the  fame  age  as 
my  youngeft  fon,  who  was  only  a 
week  old ;  and  I  refolved  to  place 
It  in  the  care  of  the  very  nurfe  who 
was  to  take  the  charge  of  my  vouno- 
Auguftus.    The  Marchionefs  was 
too  indifferent  a  mother  to  permit 
the  nurfino;  of  her  children  under 
her  own  eye;— -at  the.  end  of  a 
month  fhe  always  banilhed  them 
her  fight;  and,  from  an  obftinate 
prepofleflion  that  a  cottage  would 
harden  their  conftitution  and  en- 
fure  their  health,  (he  fuffered  them 
to  remain,  without  any  attention 
on  her  part,  in  the  rural  habitation 
of  an  eldeily  woman,  who  rellgned 
them  the  fecond  year  to  the  care 

of 
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of  a  fuperior  order  of  domeftick^at 
heme.  —  I  endeavoured  to  remedy 
her  negledl  by  conftantly  vifiting 
myfelf  my  beloved  infants,  whom 
I  had  the  fatisfadlion  of  feeing 
bloom  and  thrive  under  their  nurfe^s 
care.  —  I  ordered  my  carriage  to 
drive  immediately  to  the  abode  of 
this  worthy  woman,  who  joyfully 
undertook  the  charge  committed 
to  hen 

Fearful   that  the   child  might 

net  nave  been  baptized,  I  named 

it  myfelf  Lewis  Auguflus,  and  de- 

fi red  the  nurfe  would  beftow  equal 

care  upon  it  as  Ihe  would  upon 

my  neW'born  fon,  w^ho  was  in  three 

weeks  to  be  committed  to  her  care. 

She  foon  lulled  the  plaintive  in- 
nocent 
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nocent  to  reft,  when  fhe  had  fatif- 
fied  with  food  its  clamorous  hun- 
ger, and  I  left  it  in  her  arms,  hav- 
ing firfl:  taken  from  its  waift  the 
coral,  by  which  I  hoped  one  day 
to  trace  its  birth.    The  fucceeding 
day  I  paid  a  vifit  to  the  Count  de 
Polan;  and,  upon  my  return  to 
Paris,  was  fliocked  to  receive  in- 
formation that  my  infant  fon  was 
dangeroully  ill;  and  that  the  Mar- 
chionefs,  upon  the  firft  fymptoms 
of  indifpofitlon,  had  fent  him  into 
the  country,  not  doubting  but  that 
falutary  air  would  infallibly  reftore 
him.     I  delayed  not  a  moment 
to  vifit  my  poor  child  ;  and  had 
the.  misfortune  to  find,  upon  my 
entering  the  cottage,  by  the  excla- 
voL.  II*  F  mations 
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mations  and  tears  of  the  nurfe,  that 
it  was  no  more  !  —  I  felt  the  ftroke 
with  all  a  father's  tendernefs ;  but, 
endeavouring  to  affume  the  refo- 
lution  cf  a  Chriftian,  I  fubmitted 
with  humble  refignation  to  the  irre- 
vocable decree  pf  heaven.  The 
young  Auguftus  was  repofing  in  a 
cradle ;  it  fmiled  upon  me  with 
angelic  innocence^  and  infpired  me 
with  the  moft  interefting  pity.  A 
thought  darted  into  my  mind  to 
adopt  this  little  foundhng  ;  and^ 
notwithftanding  my  natural  abhor- 
rence to  every  fpecies  of  deception, 
yet^  in  the  prefent  cafe^  it  appeared 
not  only  guiltlefs  but  laudable. 
I  confidered  that,  by  acknowledg- 
ing him  for  my  own  fon^  he  would 

efcape 
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efcapo^.the  indignities  and  mortifi- 
cations to  which  a  ftate  of  dcpend- 
ance  is  too  often  expofed  from  an 
unfeeling  world  :  quieting  therefore 
every  fcruple  by  the  juftification  of 
a  felf-approving  confcience^  I  im- 
parted to  the  nurfe  my  plan: — I 
gave  her  a  ftrift  command  never 
to  divulge  the  death  of  my  fon 
upon  any  account  whatever,  but  to 
aflift  me  in  conccahng  it  from  the 
Marchionefs,  who,  I  urged,  might 
naturally  be  induced,  in  the  firft: 
emotions  of  her  gi  ief,  to  accufe  her 
of  neghgence,  and  might  even 
carry  the  warmth  of  her  refentment 
fo  far  as  to  ccafe  being  her  friend. 


The 
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The  poor  woman  embraced  the 
propofal  with  tranfports  of  grati- 
tude;  and^  as  my  fanftion  abfolved 
her  from  the  commiffion  of  a  crime 
in  this  deceit,  flie  folemnly  pro- 
mifed  that  no  authority  but  mine 
fliould  ever  extort  the  fecret.  For- 
tunately none  of  the  good  woman^s 
family  were  at  home  when  the  dear 
infant  expired;  and  (he  found  no 
difficulty  in  impofing  upon  them  a 
deception  they  would  never  fufpeft. 
She  drefled  the  fiftitious  Auguftus 
de  Soiffons  in  the  veftments  of  my 
departed  child  ^  and  declared  the  . 
foundling  to  be  fuddenly  carried 
off  by  a  convulfion. 

It  was  feveral  weeks  before  my 
wife  expreffed  the  fmalleft  inclin- 
ation 
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ation  to  fee  her  infant,  fatisfied'with 
hearing  of  its  recovery  and  health  : 
Ihe  found  no  time,  from  a  conti- 
nual fucceffion  of  amufcments,  to 
beftovv  upon  maternal  claims.  She 
never  had  the  mod  diftant  fufpicion 
of  the  deceit;  and,  the  old  woman 
dying  about  a  twelvemonth  after- 
wards, the  fecret  remained  locked 
in  my  own  bofom. 

The  young  Auguftus  difcovered, 
as  his  years  increafed,  a  difpofition 
which  promifed  to  repay  my  utmofh 
tendernefs.  A  ftrong  genius  for 
fcience  and  the  polite  arts  were 
eafily  difcoverable  ;  I  faw,  with  de- 
light, thofe  noble  qualities  of  foul 
%yhich  befpoke  the  maturer  virtues 
cf  his  future  charafter.  With  fighs 
F  3  profound 
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profound  I  made  the  fad  compari- 
fon  between  his  fuppofed  brothers 
and  himfelf ;  and  dreaded  nothing 
more  than  the  misfortune  of  be- 
holding this  amiable  and  accom- 
plilhed  youth  fnatched  from  my 
arms  by  the  real  claims  of  parent- 
age.   Never  could  I  perfuade  my- 
felf  to  acknowledge^  even  to  him, 
that  I  flood  in  no  relationfhip  to 
him  but  that  of  a  friend.  Confider- 
ing  him  as  the  boaft  and  ornament 
of  my  family,  I  could  not  fupport 
the  idea  of  voluntarily  reiinquifhing 
fuch  a  treafure. 

Thus  have  I  deferred  to  the  awful 
hour  of  death  an  avowal  fo  pain- 
ful, fo  important ! — and  could  I, 
without  injufhice,  ftill  conceal  the 

fecret, 
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kxret,  I  would  quit  the  world  die 
fuppofed  and  envied  father  of  fuch 
a  fon  ;  but  as  I  might,  by  an  ac- 
t-ion fo  interefted,  deprive  an  illuf- 
trious  family  of  its  greateft  honour, 
and  himfelf,  perhaps,  of  a  more 
exalted  fortune,  I  yield,  though 
reluctantly,  thofe  pretenfions  to  his 
alliance,  to  which  I  have,  alas  !  no 
natural  right. 

And  now,  my  beloved  Auguftus, 
fince  this  paper  will  not  be  perufed 
by  thee  till  thou  haft  loft  for  ever 
that  imagined  father  who  has 
watched  over  thy  infancy,  and  rear- 
ed thy  blooming  youth — need  I 
exprefs  a  hope  that  thou  wilt  bear 
a  tender  remembrance  of  his  aifec- 
tion  ? — thy  natural  parents,  if  they 
F  4  yet 
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yet  exift^  cannot  have  a  fonder  in- 
terefl  in  thy  welfare  ;  thy  dutiful 
attentions  to  me  have  been  exem- 
plary :  —  mayeft  thou  in  thy  de- 
fcendants  experience  that  comfort 
I  have  found  in  thee.  Perfevere 
in  the  path  of  virtue  and  of  ho- 
nour —  and  may  thy  happinefs  be 
equal  to  thy  merits! 

In  one  of  my  cabinets  is  a  cafket 
carefully  fealed  up,  which  will  be 
delivered  after  my  deceafe.  It  con- 
tains the  coral,  which  may  one  day 
alTift  and  confirm  the  difcovery  of 
thy  birth.    Farewell  for  ever  ! 

Henry  Augustus, 

Marquis  de  Soiflbns. 


When 
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When  the  Count  had  concluded 
the  narrative,  he  found  himfelf  ftlU 
as  ignorant  as  ever  in  regard  to  the 
real  birth  of  his  friend.  Madame 
de  Tourville,  who  had  appeared 
uncommonly  agitated  during  the 
recital,  demanded  of  the  Count, 
with  vifible  emotion,  whether  the 
coral  had  been  produced? — He 
informed  her  that  Auguftus  v/as 
in  poflciTion  of  it,  having  receiv- 
ed it  from  his  hands  that  morn- 
ing.  "  Fly    then,   my  dear 

Count/'  faid  Ihe,  ftarting  up  ; 
"  a  ftrange  prefentiment  has  feized 
my  heart!  Oh!  if  that  coral  bears 
the  cypher  of  A.  T.  and  is  or- 
namented  with  a  wreath  of  eme- 
raids  and  brilliants,  his  unfortu- 

natc 
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nate  father  was  not  unknown  to 
me/^ — Moniieur  de  Senanges 
calling  upon  her  an  inqulfitive  look 
of  aftonhliment — "  Interrogate  me 
nor/'  ihe  cried ;  "  fufpenfe  muft 
full  keep  me  filent;  a  thoufand 
tender  and  affefting  ideas  crowd 
into  my  imagination  ;  alternate 
hopes  and  fears  diftraft  me  :  — 
haften  to  your  friend,  procure 
the  facrcd  relic  of  his  birth  : — if 
it  confirms  the  ftrong  prepof- 
feflion  of  my  mind,  Auguflus, 
though  the  injured  pledge  of  an 
unhappy  union,  fprings  from  the 
nobleft  blood  of  France/'  Urged 
by  the  curiolity  of  impatient  friend- 
iliip,  Monfieur  de  Senanges  flew 
towards  the  cafde;  and  fortunately 

meeting 
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meeting  the  objed  of  his  fearch, 
"  Come,  my  friend,"   he  cried, 
accompany  me  to  the  pavilion — 
'^produce  thceafket — upon  this 
hour  depends  a xlifcovery  of  the 
utmoft  importance  !" — The  ex- 
preflion  of   the  Count's  features, 
and  his  evident  emotion,  convinced 
the  ChevaUer  that  Senanges  was  be- 
come the  mafter  of  his  fccret. — 
Am  I,"  interrupted  he  with  an 
air  of  dignity,      defcended  from 
a  race  equal  to  my  foaring,  my 
ambitious  mind?  —  or,  from  an 
ignoble  birth,  do  you  pronounce 
^'  me  unworthy  of  my  education, 
and  beneath  your  friendfhip  ?  — 
^'  Speak — complete  my  wretched- 
^'  nefs^  and  let  me  fly  from  a  world 

which 
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"  which  fports  with  my  misfor- 
tunes!" — Banifli  fuch  ill  found- 
ed  doubts/^  returned  the  Count — 
follow  my  fteps^  and  learn  not 
to  diftruft  that  Providence  which 
is  the  furefh  guardian  of  unble- 
miilied  virtue/^ — With  a  coun- 
tenance of  unconvinced  fufpicion 
the  impetuous  Auguftus  followed 
the  fteps  of  his  anxious  guide,  into 
wdiofe  hands  he   had  reludantly 
yielded  the  calket. 

Madame  de  Tourville  met  the 
Count  at  the  entrance  of  the  tem- 
ple; trembling  impatience  agitated 
every  nerve — fhegrafped  the  box — 
broke  open  the  feals  —  unclafped 
:  the  cafe  —  difcovered  the  coral  — • 

and 
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and  fainted  in  the  Count's  extended 
arms. 

Auguftus  arrived  at  this  inftant ! 
Every  felfifh  confideration  vanifiied 
from  his  mind,  and  his  whole  at- 
tention was  engaged  in  aflifting  her 
recovery. — She  unclofed  her  eyes, 
and  feebly  exclaimed — My  fon  ! 

My  fon!'' — The  Chevalier  fup- 
ported  her  on  one  knee  —  (he  per- 
ceived him  —  and,  folding  him  to 
her    bofom,    thus    continued  — 
Oh,  gracious  heaven !  give  me 
ftrength  to  bear  this  ecftafy  of 
^^  joy! — I  have  fuftained  adverfity! 
I  have  furvived  misfortune !  — 
but  never  have  till  now  experi- 
enced  the  dangerous  trial  of  op- 
preflive  happinefs -She  gazed 

for 
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for  a   moment  with  fpeechlefs 
fondnefs   on    the  transfixed  Au- 
guftus ;  and,  ftraining  him  agahi 
to  her  hearty    continued  thus  — 
Jt  was  the  force  of  fympathy  !  — 
the    voice   of    nature  !  —  that 
infpired  thofe  fentiments  which 
interefted  me  in  the  fate  of  my 
^^Auguftus!    Often^  indeed^  has 
memory  fondly  traced^  in  that 
majeflic  mien^  thofe  graceful  fea- 
tures,  the  dear  refemblance  of  a 
much-loved  hufband  !  and  what 
imagination    feemed    alone  to 
paint,  by  mufmg  fancy's  recollec- 
tive  power,  my  raptured  eyes  now 
realize  before  me  !  —  My  long- 
^Moft  child  ! — thou  art  the  in- 
jured — the  lamented  fon  of  the 
^M^lfcount  de  St.  Aubin! — and  I 

am 
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am  his  unfortunate  and  abarv- 

cloned  widow!" — In  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  Chevalier  was  im- 
printed, atthisdifcovery  ,  the  various 
emotions  of  his  feeHng  heart- — he 
was  immoveable! — hefpoke  not! — • 
wonder ! — rapture !  — tenderncfs ! — 
exprefled  itfelf  in  his  more  than 
eloquent  filence  1  

When  Madame  de  Tourville 
w^as  a  little  recovered  from  her 
trance  of  joy,  flie  refted  herfelf 
upon  a  fofa;  tears  flowed  to  her 
relief,  and  flie  indulged  thofe  iranf- 
ports  of  parental  feelings  which, 
till  that  hour,  fhe  had  never  expe- 
rienced through  her  life  of  forrovv. 

Monfieur  de  Senanges,  though  a 
filent,  was  yet  a  delighted,  witnefs 

of 
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of  an  event  fo  unexpeded  :  with 
looks  of  cordial  friendfhip  he  con- 
gratulated them  on  a  difclofure  fo 
important^  fo  interefting  !— When 
the  power  of  language  returned  to 
Auguftus^  a  tender  fcene  of  mutual 
happinefs  enfued;  —  he  feemed  to 
have  forgot  even  the  woes  of  love 
in  the  exquifite  fenfibility  of  filial 
endearments ;  but  when  he  impa- 
tiently requefted  his  newly  acquired 
mother  to  enter  upon  the  detail  of 
circumftanccs  fo  important  lo  them 
both — Alas !"  with  a  deep  figh, 
Ihe  replied,      you  muft  fpare  me 
a  recital,  which  would,  at  the 
fame  time,  be  a  renewal  of  my 
misfortunes! — they  are  already 
traced  by  the  pen  ot  anguifh, 

"  when 
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when  the  heart  yet  bled  with 
recent  woes !  My  tale  of  mifery 

^'  is  addrefled  to  that  incomparable 
friend,  the  Duchefs  de  Gramont, 
a  few  days  preceding  her  mar- 
rlage  :  in  her  laft  illnefs  flie 
refigned  it  to  me,  from  the 
generous  principle  of  not  rifk- 
ing,  after  her  death,  the  difclo- 
fure  of  events  intended  only  for 

"  the  bofom  of  friendftiip. — I  will 
immediately  put  you  in  polTeflion 

>\of;  this  confidential  letter,  which 

JVpaints;  the  'accumulated  forrows 
of  an  unhappy  daughter,  wife, 
and  mother !  —  How  often  have 
I  bathed  it  with  my  tears ! — little 
imagining  I  could  ever  be  fo 
bleft  as  to  prefent  it  to  a  fon, 
VOL*  11.        G  whofc 
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whofe  death  I  had  mourned  ere 
I  had  even  hailed  his  birtho 
When  you  fhall  have  received  it 
from  my  hands,  I  will  leave  you 
and  the  Count  at  liberty  to  pe- 
rufe  together  a  narrative  which 
will  tenderly  afFeft  your  fenfibi- 
lity, — Ah,  my  Auguftus !  — be 
kind  to  the  frailties  of  a  father, 
milled  by  example,  not  naturally 
the  child  of  vice — and  pity  the 
errors  of  a  mother,  whofe  unfuf- 
picious  innocence  betrayed  her 
heart,  and  rendered  her  the  dupe 
of  treacherous  friendlhip!  While 
you  are  acquainting  yourfelf  with 
the  mournful  records  of  your  fa- 
mily,  I  will  retire  into  my  clofet, 
to  offer  up  my  grateful  adoration 
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'^^  to  that  Power  who  has  conduft* 
ed  me  through  the  thorny  paths 
of  life  to  crown  my  declining 
years  with  unexpected  bleflings! 
I  fliall  leave  it  to  you,  Auguftus, 
to  impart  to  your  Leonora  a  dif- 
covery  fo  interefting  to  her.  The 
*^  Marchionefs  and  Countefs  have 
the  tenderefl  claim  to  learn  from 
me  the  earlieft  avowal  of  an 
event  which  a  long  friendfliip 
*^  for  their  grateful  Tourville  will 
render  the  fource  of  exquifite 
happinefs   to  them     —  With 
thefe  words  fhe  quitted  the  temple 
to  haften  in  queft  of  the  promifed 
narrative;  when,  almoft  inftantly 
G  2  returning. 
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returning,  fhe  delivered  it  to  her 
expefting  fon ;  and,  bidding  him 
adieu  for  the  prefent,  fhe  diredled 
her  fteps  once  more  towards  the 
caftle,  where  fhe  foon  imparted  to 
tlie  charming  lifters  the  wondrous 
event  of  that  important  day. 
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ADELAIDE   DE  TOURVILLE 

T  O 

HENRIETTA   DE  VALIERE. 

ABBEY-AUX-BOIS* 

And  do  you  ftill  Intereft  yourfelf, 
my  amiable  Henrietta,  in  the  fate  of 
an  unfortunate,  mifguided  friend  ? 
can  that  blamelefs  daughter,  who 
is  on  the  point  of  prefenting  her 
hand,  authorized  by  duty,  beftow 
one  tender  thought  upon  the  guilty 
Adelaide  ? — Yes,  the  innocent,  the 
perfed  Henrietta,  from  her  own  con- 
fcious  virtues,  can  forgive  the  frail- 
ties of  another  !  — You  conjure  me, 
by  that  tender  friendfhip  which 
once  flattered  all  my  wifhes,  to  at- 
G  3  tend 
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tend  your  aufpicious  nuptials— Ah, 
no ! — my  fatal  prefence  would  dim 
with  tears  )^our  hymeneal  torch  ! — 
fliould  I  dare  to  approach  the  altar 
of  propitious  love,  parental  appro- 
bation would  fliun  the  advance  of 
filial  difobedience,  and  think  its  holy 
rites  profaned  by  fuch  a  wirnefs ! 
— -fcarcely  have  twenty-four  revolv- 
ing moons  pafled  by  fince  this  wi- 
dowed hand  was  plighted  to  a  huf- 
band  —  for  whom  I  forfeited  a 
daughter's  name  !  —  but  foon  the 
curfes  of  an  irritated  father  overtook 
his  guilty  child  ! — that  tie,  unfanc- 
tificd  by  him,  fate  foon  diflblved  ! 
—the  objedt  of  my  firft  and  laft  af- 
fedlions,  by  remorfelefs  death,  was 
fnatched  for  ever  from  me  1 — yet  I 
fubmit,  oh  heaven,  to  thy  decree  ! 

i?or. 
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nor,  funk  beneath  the  weight  of 
merited  affliftions,  prefume  to  mur- 
mur at  my  lot.  

I  am  no  longer  diftinguifhed  by 
the  name  of  St.  Aubin — an  incenfed 
parent  would,  in  his  dying  mo- 
ments, have  retraced  the  bleffing 
1  obtained,  had  I  not  refumed  that 
of  Tourville. — You  requeft  the  (lory 
of  my  woes  from  the  generous 
wifh,  by  fharing  to  alleviate  them. 
—  Alas  !  nor  time,  nor  penitence, 
can  obliterate  them  from  my  me- 
mory ! — but  I  obey  you,  and  com- 
mence my  fad  detail,  regretting  that 
the  tear  of  friendfhip  will  bedew 
your  bridal  eye  !  • 

You  left  me  at  the  convent,  when 
the  Baronefs  de  VaUere  had  fum- 
G  4  moned 
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moned  you  home  to  make  her  a  vifit 
of  fome  weeks ;  and  before  your 
return  I  had  quitted  it,  as  I  then 
thought,  for  ever.  —  Your  gentle 
heart  ftill  bears  in  remembrance  our 
tender  parting.  —  For  fome  days  I 
yielded  to  my  forrows,  and  refufed 
all  offered  confolation,  —  At  length 
the  arrival  of  Mademoifelle  St. 
Aubin  roufed  me  from  my  le- 
thargy—  her  afflidlion,  the  day  flie 
entered  our  folemn  abode,  attracted 
my  compaflion,  and  engaged  my 
attention.  She  had  lately  loft  a  mo- 
ther ;  and  was  placed  by  the  Vif- 
count  her  father  under  the  care  of 
the  Abbefs,  during  the  firft  days  of 
her  mourning.  I  forgot  my  own 
grief  in  foothing  hers,  and  we 

foon 
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Ibon  commenced  a  mutual  friend- 
fliip.  The  natural  gaiety  of  her  dif- 
pofition  by  degrees  returned,  and 
I  refumed  my  tranquillity,  —  but 
though  her  humour  was  obliging, 
and  her  converfation  fprightly  and 
entertaining,  I  began  to  difcover 
that  fhe  poflefled  not  a  fympathy  of 
heart  like  yours. — She  wanted  that 
gentle  fenfibility,  that  winning  foft- 
nefs,  which  fo  tenderly  attached  my 
foul  to  Henrietta ! — Your  frequent 
letters  were  a  conftant  amufement ; 
and,  vain  of  your  afFeclion,  I  ge- 
nerally made  Amelia  a  fharer  in  our 
correfpondence;  but  from  the  child- 
i{h  idea,  that  you  might  confider 
her  as  a  rival  in  my  affedlions,  I 
forbore  to  mention  her  in  my  an- 

fwers. 
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fwers.  —When  you  complained  of 
the  irkfome  engagements  of  public 
life,  and  exprefled  your  ardent  wifli- 
es  to  enjoy  again  the  fweet  retire- 
ment you  had  left  within  our  hal- 
lowed walls,  Amelia  never  failed  to 
inveigh  againft  your  fentimental  gra- 
vity, and  to  proteft  how  much  Ihe 
ianguiftied  to  change  places  with 
you  :  (he  defcribed  the  gay  abode 
of  Paris  as  a  terreftrial  paradife ; 
and  fo  far  influenced  my  judgment 
as  to  make  me  anxioufly  long  to 
partake  of  its  enchanting  pleafures. 
—Such  is  the  force  of  ill  example  ! 
with  Henrietta  I  was  tranquil,  vir- 
tuous, and  happy  ! —  my  heart  im- 
bibed from  hers  the  folidity  of 
reafon,  the  confidence  of  inno- 
cence. 
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cence,  and  the  fatisfadllon  of  a 
felf-approving  confcience.  With 
Amelia  I  became  reftlefs,  melan- 
choly, and  unquiet  :  folitude  be- 
gan to  lofe  its  charms,  and,  figh- 
ing  for  the  joys  of  a  world  yet  un- 
known, I  privately  reproached  my 
tardy  parents  for  delaying  my  in- 
troduftion  into  it.  —  Fatal  miftake! 
—dear-bought  experience  ! — 

One  day  Amelia  received  a  let- 
ter, which  feemed  to  tranfport  her. 
Thank  heaven,^'  faidfhe,  my 
brother  comes  to  vifit  me  to- 
morrow ;  you  (hall  fee  him  Ade- 
laide  ;  and,  if  you  can  behold 
him  with  indifference,  you  have 
an  icy  heart."    When  I  arofe 
the  next  morning,  I  had  not  for- 
gotten 
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gotten  thefe  words ;  and,  feeling  a 
flronger  inclination  to  conquer  than 
be  conquered,  I  ftudioully  endea- 
voured to  fet  off  my  little  perfon 
to  the  beft  advantage.  I  looked  in 
my  glafs  —  the  glow  of  vanity  ani- 
mated my  complexion  ;  and  I  de- 
fcended  into  the  parlour  with  a  fe- 
cret  triumph,  where  I  found  my 
new  friend  converfing  with  her  bro- 
ther at  the  grate.  —  She  prefented 
him  to  me;  and  in  a  moment  1  was 
loft  to  every  idea  but  that  of  in- 
fpiring  Monfieur  de  St.  Aubin  with 
the  fame  fentiments  I  felt  for  him. 
His  perfon  was  uncommonly  hand- 
fome ;  and  the  graces  of  his  addrefs 
were  irrefiftible  —  he  caft  upon  me 
fuch  a  penetrating  look,  that  I 

fooliflily 
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foollflily  believed  he  read  what 
paffed  in  my  heart,  A  confcious 
blufti  fuffufed  my  cheek ;  and,  to 
conceal  it,  I  turned  away  my  eyes, 
not  confidering  that  my  auk  ward 
confulion  was  moft  likely  to  betray 
me.  While  I  was  in  this  diftrefling 
fituation,  I  heard  him  whifper  to 
his  fifter,       My  God,   Amelia ! 

what  an  angel  V  ^ Truly/' 
replied  fhe,  laughing,     you  both 

feem  planet-ftruck,  and  I  am 

likely  to  have  a  charming  time 

ofit!'' 

Come,  for  heaven's  fake,  bro- 
ther,  reaffume  your  reafon,  and 
inform  me  how  the  dear  world  of 
"  Paris  goes  on/' — She  proceeded 
to  alk  ten  thoufand  queftions  in  a 

breath. 
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breath,  and  concluded  with  charg- 
ing him  to  tell  her  father,  that,  if 
he  did  not  recall  her  from  the  con- 
vent, Ihe  Ihould  aftually  fall  a 
viftim  to  defpair.  —    Ah,  fifter 
returned  he,  with  an  expreflive  look 
at  me,      if  you  expefted  to  retain 
me  an  advocate  in  fuch  a  caufe, 
*^  you  Ihould  not  have  expofed  me 
to  the  temptation  of  betraying 
your  confidence  !  —  how  can  I 
*^  plead  againft  myfelf,  and  affift  in 
removing  vou  from  a  fpot  where 
my  whole  foul  is  riveted!-— Allow 
me  at  leaft:  to  continue  a  few 
days  in  your  neighbourhood,  to  re* 
new  thefe  heavenly  vifits/*  He 
ftaid  till  the  bell  rung  for  dinner,  and 

left 
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left  me  too  well  convinced  that  I 
had  not  an  icy  heart !  —  In  the 
evening  Amelia  entered  my  cham- 
ber with  an  archnefs  in  her  looks 
which  proved  that  (he  had  read  my 
fentiments. — Will  you  believe  it, 
"  child      faid  (he,      I  have  al- 
ready  received  a  letter  from  my 
vanquifhed  brother — you  are  the 
^'  fubjedtof  every  line;  take  it,  there- 
fore,  Mademoifelle,  and  perufe  it 
"  at  your  leifure/' — I  was  covered 
with  confufion ; — but,  however  flat- 
tering this  intelligence  was  to  my 
vanity,  I  had  the  prudence  and 
refolution  to  refift  the  tempting 
offer. — Oh,  that  I  had  ftill  main- 
tained fo  laudable  a  conduct ! — but, 
alas  !  —  love  triumphed  over  the 

feeble 
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feeble  didlates  of  reafon  and  obedi- 
ence ;  and  the  promife  of  my  hand 
foon  followed  the  facrifiGe  of  my 
heart. — The  feducing  founds  of  ar- 
dent paffion  were  ever  in  my  ear — 
Amelia  echoed  all  her  brother's 
vows  —  my  Henrietta  was  abfent, 
and  I  liftened  !  —  My  youth  — 
my  inexperience  —  muft  abfolve 
my  fault  —  and  oh  !  my  fuffer- 
ings  have  dearly  paid  the  forfeit 
of  my  duty.  It  was  not  till  the 
vi£tory  of  my  afFedions  was  com- 
pleted that  Amelia  alarmed  my 
doubts  of  obtaining  the  mutual 
confent  of  our  parents  to  our  union, 
by  informing  me  that,  in  the  early 
part  of  life,  the  Vifcount  de  St. 
Aubin  and  my  father  became  inve- 
terate 
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terate  foes,  from  fome  mifunder- 
ftanding  in  an  affair  of  import- 
ance, in  which  they  were  both 
concerned  :  that  they  had  an  en- 
counter, wherein  each  was  llightly 
wounded,  but  which  was  by  no 
means  fuccefsful  in  effedling  a  re- 
conciliation. I  was  thunderftruck 
at  this  intelligence,  and  did  not  at- 
tempt to  conceal  from  Amelia  that 
my  every  hope  of  happinefs  was 
centred  in  her  brother.  She  failed 
not  to  betray  to  him  the  wcaknefs 
I  acknowledged  ;  —  (he  contrived 
an  interview  before  reflexion  could 
aflert  its  powers,  and  artfully  in- 
troduced my  conqueror,  to  fubduc 
the  fcruples  of  confliding  duty. 
The  infmuating  St.  Aubin  had  no 
VOL,  II.  H  fooner 
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fooner  prevailed  upon  me,  by 
fighs  and  teai's,  affilled  by  the  ar- 
dent rhetoric  of  love,  to  promife  I 
would  be  only  his,  than  he  exerted 
all  his  fatal  influence  to  perfuade  me 
to  fly  with  him  immediately  to  the 
altar.  In  vain  I  reminded  him 
that  a  clandeftine  marriage  would 
only  exafperate  againft  me  a  father 
on  whofe  approbation  I  depended 
for  an  ample  dowry,  and  who  might 
never  forgive  my  daring  to  unite 
my  hand  unlicenfed  by  his  autho- 
rity —  that,  unlefs  the  unfortunate 
breach  between  our  parents  could 
be  healed  by  a  propofed  alliance, 
and  that  the  Vifcount  de  St.  Aubin 
approved  and  ratified  the  treaty 
by  an  equal  fortune,  I  knew  too 

well 
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well  the  confequence.  He  artfully 
replied  to  thefe  remonftrances,  that, 
as  I  was  myfelf  the  only  objedt  of 
his  wifhes,  a  fordid  impulfe  fhould 
never  induce  him  to  run  the  rifk  of 
lofing  me  for  ever;  and  that,' if  I 
.loved  like  him,  I  fliould  not  fcruple 
to  facrifice  to  fo  generous  a  paffion 
the  empty  vanity  of  wealth,  Thefe 
difinterefted  proofs  of  the  tendered 
attachment  vanquifhed  each  filial 
refolution ;  and,  as  he  was  dearer 
to  me  than  life  itfelf,  I  yielded  at 
length  to  his  perfuafive  arguments, 
and  engaged  my  honour  to  meet 
him  at  the  altar  the  firft  moment 
that  a  proper  opportunity  offered. 
—  My  lover  was  in  ecftafy ;  and, 
though  his  impatience  urged  me  to 
H  2  elope 
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elope  with  him  from  the  convent, 
yet  he  confented  to  defer  his  hap- 
pinefs  till  my  arrival  at  Paris,  where 
I  had  received  the  unexpefted 
commands  of  my  parents  to  attend 
them,  I  confefs  I  rejoiced  then 
at  a  circumftance  which,  in  any 
other  fituation,  would  have  been  a 
fource  of  the  greateft  regret  —  I 
mean  that  of  your  removal  from 
Paris,  the  day  before  I  reached  it. 
Accuftomed  to  depofit  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  Henrietta  every  anxiety, 
and  every  pleafure,  the  confcious 
error  of  my  condu6l  made  me  fore- 
bode the  deteftion  of  her  penetrat- 
ing eyes.  I  dreaded  her  cenfure — 
her  reproaches  :  —  yet  fo  infatuated 
was  I  by  an  extravagant  pafiion, 

that 


C  Id  ) 

that  I  would  have  facrificed  to  it 
my  deareft  frienddiip.  Mademoi- 
felle  de  St.  Aubin  received,  about 
the  fame  time,  the  permiflion  of 
the  Vifcount  to  quit  a  retirement 
fo  repugnant  to  her  inclinations. 
She  obeyed  with  tranfport  the  de- 
lightful fummons  ;  but  we  could 
propofe  no  other  intercourfe  than 
that  of  letters  :  interviews,  except 
in  public,  were  impoffible,  from 
the  unfortunate  anlmofity  fubfifting 
between  our  families.    We  often 
however  exchanged  epiftolary  con- 
verfe,  without  the  leaft  danger  of 
difcovery   from  the  vigilance  of 
thofe  who  had  no  reafon  to  fufpedt 
our  intimacy  :    and,    having  tlie 
prudence  never  to  employ  the  con- 
H  3  fidencc 
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fidence  of  fervants  in  a  tranfadlion 
of  fuch  danger  and  importance^  we 
artfully  gave  and  received  our  let- 
ters, when  we  met  in  public,  with- 
out obfervation.    By  thefe  means 
St.  Aubin  and  myfelf  continued 
the  tender  intercourfe  of  mutual 
vows.    Upon  my  return  home  I 
had  reafon  to  conceive  that  my  fud- 
den  removal  from  the  convent  was 
occafioned  by  my  father's  objeftion 
to  my  forming  any  friendfliip  with 
Mademoifelle  de  St.  Aubin:  though 
he  never  hinted  the  idea,  except  by 
afking  me,  in  a  carelefs  manner, 
how  1  liked  that  young  lady.  Love 
had  taught  me  diffimulation ;  and 
readuig  in  his  eyes  an  immediate 
prohibition  which  might,  from  the 

intelligence 
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intelligence  of  mine,  endanger  a 
dilcovery,  I  inftantly  became  guilty 
of  the  firft  falfchood  I  had  ever 
iittercd,  by  faying  that  I  could 
form  little  opinion  of  her  charadter., 
being  only  perfonally  acquainted 
Avith  her,  as  her  great  afHiftion  for 
her  recent  lofs  made  her  avoid  fo- 
ciety  at  the  Abbey-aux-Bois.  He 
appeared  pleafed  with  this  inform- 
ation, and  immediately  began  a 
ledure  upon  filial  duty  and  obedi- 
ence ;  from  which  I  colledled  the 
fatal  affurance  that  I  myft  expc6l 
no  influence  from  any  choice  of 
my  own  in  marriage  —  that  himfelf 
and  my  mother  were  the  proper 
judges  in  a  caufe  of  fuch  confe- 
quence  as  my  fettlement  in  life^; 

H  4  and 
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and  that  they  had  provided  for  me 
a  hulband,  both  worthy  and  ami- 
able, whom  they  fhould  have  the 
fatisfadlion  df   prefenting  to  me 
upon  his  return  from  his  travels. 
The  ftern  determination  of  my  fa- 
ther flattered  me  with  no  hopes  of 
melting  him  by  entreaties; -r— my 
heart  felt  all  the  horror  of  my  fitu- 
ation,  but  filence  gave  the  imagin- 
ary confent,  accompanied  by  a  re- 
fpe£lful  obeifance  from  my  tremb- 
ling knees  ;  he  obferved  my  confu- 
fion,  and,  attributing  it  to  timidity, 
permitted  me  to  retire;  while,  put- 
ing  into  my  hand  a  miniature  fet 
round  with  brilliants  —  There, 
Adelaide,"  faid  he,      view  in 
that  portrait  the  refemblance  of 

the 
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the  lover  diftingulfhcd  by  my 
choice,  and  whom  you  have  not 
only  my  confent  but  my  com- 
mands  to  receive  as  your  future 
hufband.— You  are  too  young, 
and  too  delicate,  to  have  fuffered 
yet  any  impreflion  on  your  heart ; 
let  it  here  fix  upon  him  to  whom 
I  have  already  prom i fed  your 
"  hand/'    Scarcely  had  I  power 
to  reach  my  apartment,  where  I 
locked  myfelf  in  to  flied  a  torrent 
of  tears.    I  faw  no  remedy  but  al- 
moft  an  immediate  marriage  with 
the  man  I  loved.  —  My  father's 
cruel  difregard  to  my  inclination 
hardened  my  mind,  and  confirmed 
me  more  ftrongly  in  my  difobedi- 
cnce. — Without  even  deigning  to 

caft 
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caft  my  eyes  upon  the  pifture,  I 
dafhed  it  with  fcorn  into  a  box  of 
fliells,  which  flood  open  in  the 
corner  of  the  room.  Having  con- 
fidered  fome  time  the  meafures  ne- 
ceffary  to  take,  I  judged  it  prudent 
not  to  alarm  St.  Aubin  with  the 
idea  of  a  rival,  left  he  might  be 
induced  to  take  meafures  which 
might  endanger  a  difcovery.  —  I 
waited  therefore  for  the  reception 
of  his  next  epiftle,  to  fix  in  my 
reply  our  private  nuptials. 

The  more  I  refle£led  upon  my 
fituation,  the  more  I  became  re- 
conciled to  an  a6l  of  difobedience, 
which  I  thought  was  juftified  by 
love. — I  felt  indeed  a  ftrong  re- 
luctance to  wound  the  bofom  of  a 

tender 


(  ) 
tender  mother,  who  merited  all  my 
duty  and  affedion  ;  but  I  could 
not  hope  to  find  in  her  a  refuge 
from  my  father's  fury,   if  I  even 
dared  to  attempt  difclofing  to  her 
ear  the  immoveable  attachment  of 
my  heart  to  the  defcendant  of  an 
enemy. — Her  bofom  was  the  abode 
of  every  gentle  virtue,  but  I  knew 
too  well  it  was  impenetrable  to 
weaknefs  —  and  therefore  I  could 
not   encourage    the  moft  diftant 
hope  that  fhe  would  be  indulgent 
to  a  refractory  child,  who  had  pre- 
fumed  to  fix  her  wifhes  on  an  ob- 
ject whofe  family  had  incurred  the 
hatred  of  mine.  —  I  received  this 
very  evening  a  letter  full  of  fuch 
tender  complaints  for  my  retard- 
ing 
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ing  our  union,  and  of  fuch  irre- 
fiftible  entreaties  to  complete  the 
felicity  of  St.  Aubin  —  that  love 
prevailed  —  and,  in  a  fatal  hour,  I 
forfeited  the  bleffing  of  a  father 
to  receive  the  hand  of  an  incon- 

ftand  hufband  !  

Mademoifelle  de  St.  Aubin,  who 
had  been  the  ftrong  promoter  of 
our  marriage,  was  alfo  the  witnefs 
of  it.  —When  the  irrevocable  knot 
was  tied,  my  refolution,  inftead  of 
increaling,  entirely  forfook  me  !  - — 
and,  though  I  had  before  deter- 
mined to  throw  myfelf  at  the  feet 
of  my  parents,  and  to  implore  their 
pardon,  I  now  found  myfelf  utterly 
incapable  of  confronting  their  me- 
rited refentment.  After  many 

vain 
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vain  attempts  to  write,  I  at  length 
addrefled  my  mother,  fiipplicating 
her  mediation  wilh  my  father,  and 
their  joint  permiflion   to  throw 
myfelf  at  their  feet  with  a  hiif- 
band,  whofe   illuftrious  family  I 
flattered  myfelf  would  not  be  con- 
lidered  as  unworthy  their  alliance. 
—  I  waited  with  trembling  impa- 
tience for  my  doom,   nor  could 
the  affeftionate  endearments  of  St. 
Aubin  reaflure  my  fears.  —  How 
inconliftent  is  the  human  mind  !  — 
no  refleftions  had  force  to  reftrain 
me  from  an  aftion,  which  now  ap- 
peared in  all  its  horrors  !  —  Too 
late  the  voice  of  duty  whifpered  to 
my  confcience,  and  reproached  me 
with  my  ingratitude  and  difobe- 

dience ! 
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dience  !  —  I  had  dared  to  commit 
a  deed  I  could  neither  revoke  nor 
juftify, —  After  having  been  tor- 
tured by  an  hour's  fufpenfe,  a 
packet  was  prefented  me  by  the 
returning  meffenger  —  with  a  fatal 
prefentiment  I  opened  it ! — it  con- 
tained my  own  letter,  with  only 
the  following  diftrading  lines  writ- 
ten in  the  cover,  in  my  m.other's 

hand  !  

"  Wretched,  imprudent  girl!  — 
in  making  choice  of  St,  Aubin 
for  a  hufband  thou  haft  loft 
every  pretenfion  to  a  father's 
^^bleffing! — that  father  renounces 
thee  for  ever  ! — thy  duplicity  of 
condu6t  aggravates  thy  crime, 
by  adding  deceit  to  difobedi- 

ence. 


(  III  ) 

ence.  —  Allied  to  the  family  he 
moft  detefts — never  will  he  again 
behold  thee. — Fly  then  far  hence, 
"  and  repent  at  a  diftance  thy  unfor- 
tunate  union 

I  was  infenfible  for  near  an  hour  ! 
When  I  recovered,  finding  myfelf 
alone  with  Ameha,  wildly  I  inquired 
for  her  brother  —  (he  foothed  my 
afflidlion,  entreated  me  to  be  com- 
forted, and  affured  me  I  had  every 
thing  to  hope  from  the  Vifcount's 
honour  and  humanity,  to  whom  his 
fon  had  that  moment  flown  to  im- 
plore protedion  for  his  Adelaide. 
— But,  alas!  his  heart  was  equally 
obdurate!  —  the  family  refentment, 
which  had  fo  long  fubfifted  between 
him  and  Monfieur  de  Tourville, 

no;v 
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now  rofe  from  its  embers  with  re- 
doubled fury  : — and  fo  vehemently 
was  he  exafperated  againft  his  fon 
for  giving  his  hand  to  the  daughter 
of  his  foe  profeffed,  that  he  banifhed 
him  eternally  from  his  prefence! — 
In  the  bitternefs  of  anguifli  I  re- 
j^roached  St.  Aubin  for  having  tre- 
panned me  into  an  union  with  hirii : 
he  could  be  no  ftranger  to  the  impla- 
cable fpirit  of  his  father; — and  my 
eyes  were  now  opened  to  his  motives 
for  a  private  marriage,  which  muft 
have  been  aftuated  by  the  certainty 
of  a  refufal  on  his  fide,  that  might, 
by  publilhing  our  mutual  attach- 
ment, from  the  interpofnion  of  my 

parents. 
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parents,  have  caufed  an  everlafting 
fcparation. 

He  tenderly  implored  my  par- 
don, and  conjured  me  to  attribute 
his  condu6l  to  exccfs  of  paflion. — 
He    added,  that,  fmce    he  had, 
for    my    fake,    equally  incurred 
parental    difpleafure,    we  ought, 
by  mutually  confoling  each  other, 
to    compenfate  for    every  pecu- 
niary  difappointment.  — Leave 
to  vulgar  minds,"  continued  he, 
the  fordid  pleafures  of  unyield- 
ing  pelf     be  love  our  treafure ! 
— the  rural  cottage  and  the  hum- 
ble  vale  fliall  impart  to  our  united 
*^  fouls  more  genuine  happinefs  than 
the  falfe  fplendour   of  exalted 
life ! — let  me  be  all  to  Adelaide, 
VOL.  II.  I  fince 
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fince  Adelaide  is  all  to  me!'^ — 
I  was  melted  by  his  perfuafive  ar- 
guments ;  love  pleaded  in  my  bo- 
fom,  and  flilled  the  tumults  of 
upbraiding  duty. 

Upon  reconfidering  the  lines 
traced  by  my  mother's  hand,  I 
dieriflied  hopes  that  they  were  only 
the  hafty  fentiments  of  an  incenfed 
father,  who  might,  by  her  gentle 
offices,  at  length  be  induced  to 
Ibften  in  my  favour. — She  had  not 
touched  upon  her  own  refentment 
—  acircumftance  of  cordial  comfort 
to  my  heart  —  it  formed  the  moft 
fanguine  expeftations  ;  and 'I  flat- 
tered myfelf  that  time  might  efface 
the  remembrance  of  my  fault. — 
With  this  view  I  made  feveral  at- 
tempts 
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tempts  to  fubdue  the  bofoni  of 
maternal  anger ;  but,  alas !  every 
plea  was  ineffeftual ;  and  I  found 
that  all  my  remaining  happinefs 
muft  centre  in  the  affeftions  of  a 
hufband  ! 

To  retain  them  I  found  more 
difficult  than  the  ftrength  of  my 
own,  and  my  confidence  in  his,  at- 
tachment could  have  believed.  — 
The  Vifcount,   through  the  pro- 
mifed  interceflion  of  Mademoifelle 
de  St.  Aubin,  who  acknowledged 
herfelf  his  favourite  child,  and  con- 
tinued to  profefs  for  me  the  warm- 
eft  friendfhip,  was  prevailed  upon 
to  refign  to  his  fon  a  fmall  eftate  a 
very  few  leagues  from  Paris;  whi- 
ther we  retired — and  where  I  could 
I  2  have 
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have  tafled^  with  my  beloved  St, 
Aubin,  every  joy  that  competency 
can  give  to  an  unafpiring  mind  ; — 
but^  born  to  high  expectations^  and 
endued  with  a  tafte  for  every  ex- 
penfive  pleafure^  he  fighed  for  dear 
variety,  and  found  the  infipid  at- 
tentions of  a  wife  he  once  adored 
did  not  compenfate  for  thofe  loft 
delights  he  had  refigned  for  her  ! — 
I  faw  the  labouring  conflifts  of  his 
foul ;  and^  fenfible  that  reproaches 
were  not  likely  to  flrengthen  his 
wavering  attachment,  I  urged  him 
to  change  the  fcene ;  and,  by  mix- 
ing with  his  former  aflbciates  at 
Paris,  to  diffipate,  in  fome  meafure, 
the  remorfe  of  having  incurred  the 
refentment  of  a  father. — With  avi- 
dity 
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dity  he  embraced  a  propofal  fo 
agreeable  to  his  inclinations.  He 
even,  in  the  gaiety  of  his  heart, 
exprefled  a  vvifli  that  I  would  ac- 
company him ;  but  my  fpirits  were 
too  much  d  prefled  for  me  to  think 
of  quitting  a  retirement  which  al- 
lowed me  the  indulgence  of  my  for  • 
rows. 

For  fome  months  St.  Aubin  di- 
vided his  time  between  Paris  and 
our  fweet  retreat ;  and  I  had  no  rca- 
fon  to  complain  of  his  want  of  ten- 
dernefs. — I  ever  welcomed  him  with 
fmiles ;  and  he  either  felt  or  coun- 
terfeited raptures  when  he  returned. 
But,  by  degrees,  his  vifits  at  home 
were  lefs  frequent :  he  became  filent 
and  referved ;  and,  if  I  gently  re- 
proached his  coldnefs,  or  dropped 
I  3  an 
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an  involuntary  tear,  he  chid  me 
with  morofenefs,  1  had  no  parti- 
cipating friend  to  fhare  my  griefs; 
and^  by  partaking  to  reheve  them, 
my  own  family,  and  that  of  St. 
Aubin,  united  to  difclaim  me;  even 
my  fvveet  Henrietta,  fubmifhve  to 
parental  laws,  renounced  in  the  re- 
bellious child  the  guilty  friend  ! 

Thus  was  I  excluded  from  the 
world,  and  left  a  prey  to  an  un- 
availing penitence,  which  nothing 
but  the  indifference  of  the  man  for 
whom  I  had  refigned  fo  much  could 
have  awakened  m  me  !  —  Amelia,  it 
is  true,  fometimes  vifited  me  in  my 
folitude ;  but  her  attentions  began 
likewife  to  be  on  the  wane ;  and  I, 
by  fad  experience^  found  the  infta- 

bility 
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bility  of  friendfliip  as  well  as  love. 
She  was  wholly  occupied  by  worldly 
pleafures  —  fplcndour  and  parade 
dazzled  her  fenfes  —  ambition,  va- 
nity, and  pride,  obllrufted  in  her 
heart  even  the  natural  foftnefs  and 
companion  of  her  fex. 

When  I  lamented  one  day  the 
declining  affeftlon  of  her  brother, 
and  his  continual  abfences,  inftead 
of  being  moved  by  my  tears,  or 
foothing  my  diftrefs,  flie  laughed  at 
my  folly,  and  ironically  told  me, 
that  I  muft  poflefs  a  large  por- 
tion of  vanity,  indeed,  to  expedl 
conftancy  in  man,  or  truth  in 
plighted  faith  !  —  that,  inftead  of 
weeping  the  inattentions  of  a  huf- 
band,  I  ought  to  requite  them ; 

I  4  and, 
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and,  by  exhibiting  my  boafted 
beauty  to  the  worlds  to  attract 
furrounding  lovers. 

Shocked  with  the  avowal  of  fuch 
fentiments,  I  rebuked  her  with  a 
warmth  which  drew  upon  me  the 
mod  cruel  reproaches !  —  She  up- 
braided me  with  my  ingratitude;  — 
and,  dropping  the  veil  of  unfub- 
ftantial  friendlbip,  her  dark  foul 
flood  all  confeffed  before  me  !  — 
She  told  me  haughtily  that  I  owed 
to  her  my  prefent  maintenance  — 
that,  when  my  own  family  arro- 
gantly difcldimed  alliance  with  her 
illuflrious  houfe,   and  reprobated 
me  for  ever,  as  though  I  had  con- 
taminated the  blood  I  had  fo  great- 
ly ennobled,  her  generous  interpo- 

fition 
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fition  had  prevailed  upon  her  fa- 
ther (notwithftanding  my  wily  arts 
had  fcduced  an  only  fon  to  difobe- 
dlence)  to  fheker  me  from  po- 
verty and  want  !  —  I  difdaincd  a 
reply  to  fuch  infulting  language  ; 
and^  though  1  felt  all  the  indigna- 
tion that  wounded  pride,  yet  con- 
fcious  fuperiority,  could  infpire, 
1  affumed  an  air  of  provoking  un- 
concern :  and  coldly  faying — I  left 
her  to  the  reflections  of  her  heart, 
which  might  fuggeft  to  her  a  fup- 
ply  of  new  invedlives — retired  to 
my  chamber,  where,  in  an  agony 
of  tears,  I  bewailed  my  fituation, 
and  ruminated  upon  the  misfor- 
tunes I  had  brought  upon  myfelf. 
—  I  foon  heard  her  carriage  drive 

from 
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from  the  door ;  and,  I  confefs,  felt 
aftoniflied  that,  after  the  repeated 
and  unnumbered  profefiioRs  of  her 
inviolable  friendfliip,  (he  could  have 
refolution  or  indi{ference  enough 
to  leave  me  upon  fuch  terms.  — 
But  I  fliortly  found  that  flie  wifhed 
an  opportunity  to  give  up  my  ac- 
quaintance, and  had  created  a  vo- 
luntary difpute,  to  throw  upon  me 
the  odium  of  her  defertion. 

Though  I  had  difcovered  fince 
our  alliance  many  failings  in  her 
character,  and  errors  in  her  con- 
dud:,  which  I  attributed  to  the 
neglefts  of  a  very  fuperficial  edu- 
cation, yet  little  did  I  think  her 
capable  of  fuch  abjeft  fentiments : 
I  had  a  confidence  in  her  affedtion, 

and 
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and  had  in  reality  for  her  the 
regard  flie  only  perfonated  for  me  : 
—  m}^  relenting  heart  prepared  to 
receive  her  conceflions,  felt,  con- 
fequently,  ftrongly  mortified  by 
her  fudden  departure,  which  was 
an  indication  how  unimportant  I 
was  become  to  her  !  — -  The  next 
day  St.  Aubin  unexpeftedly  ar- 
rived.— Cruel  as  were  his  negle6ls, 
my  heart  bounded  at  his  approach. 
• —  Had  he  beftowed  on  me  one 
fmile,  I  could  have  forgotten  every 
former  unkindnefs  —  but,  alas !  — 
frowns  lowered  upon  his  brow  !  — 
and  the  impending  tempeft  light- 
ened in  his  eye  ! — Notwithftanding 
all  my  confcious  innocence,  I  trem^ 
bled.  —  He  obferved  this  falfe  evi- 
dence 
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dence  of  guilt,  and  at  length  broke 
the  awful  filence. —     You  have 
done  well,   Adelaide/'  faid  he 
in   a  ftern    accent,      to  deprive 
^'  yourfelf  of  the  only  friend  for- 
tune  had  left  you  : — your  ingra- 
titude  of  temper  has  extended 
itfelf  to  the  fifter  of  your  huf- 
band;  —  but  be  affured  the  in- 
*^  veilives    you    have    dared  to 
^'  bellow  on  Mademoifelle  de  St. 
Aubin  fhall  be  properly  refent- 
ed  by  a  brother,  who  will  fufFer 
"  no  indignities  from  a  dependent 
wife.  —  In  forfeiting  Amelia's 
friendfhip  you  have  loft  all  pre- 
•^^  tenfions  to  my  love/'  — Say 
rather/'    replied  I,  in  a  tone 
raifed  by  my  indignation,  ^'  that 

"  the 
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the  extinftion  of  that  feeble  love 
preceded  even  the  forfeit  of  that 
boalled  friendlhlp;  and,  confe- 
quently,  has  expofed  me  to  the 
contempt  and  ridicule  of  your 
fifter.  I  hope,  however,  wretched 
as  I  am,  I  fliall  always  have  fpi- 
rit  left  to  refent  an  infult  offered 
to  my  honour,  and  virtue  to 
prote6t  it.  Her  friendfhlp  I 
folemnly  abjure,  with  all  the 
fcorn  it  merits  ;  —  the  woman 
who  can  propofe  retaliation  for 
a  hufband's  infidelity  mufl  be 
unworthy  the  facred  name  of 
friend,  and  lofl  to  every  fenti- 
ment  of  delicacy  —  "  When  a 
wife  defcends  to  make  complaints 
of  a  hulband,  flic  muft  expccl/' 

interrupted 
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interrupted  he,      the  cenfure  of 
^'  the  world. — Amelia  treated  you, 
in  all  probability,  with  the  levity 
your  conduct  merits.  — The  wo- 
man  who  is  guilty  of  one  breach 
of  duty  may  be  fuppofed  capa- 
ble  of  more;  and  (he  who  could 
acl  in  defiance  of  parental  claims 
will  fcarcely  be  very  fcrupulous 
in  regard  to  conjugal  ones  —  wit- 
nefs  myfelf/'  affuming  an  air  of 
aggravating  indifference  and  ironi- 
cal eafe — my  paflion  for  Adelaide 
de  Tourville  fubdued  even  the 
refpeft  I  owed  my  father;— and 
when  that  fubfides  another  object 
(what  mortal  can  refift  almighty 
love  !)  may  have  power  to  make 
me  forget  the  marriage  vow/'  — 

Ah, 
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Ah,  barbarous  St.  Aubin!"  cried 

I,  biirfting  into  tears,  can  the 
man  for  whom  I  refigned  each 

*^  fiUal  fentiment  reproach  the  ac- 
tion  he  himfelf  infpired  ? — No, 
— ungrateful,  cruel  hufband! — it 
was  not  from  levity  of  conduct 
that  I  dared  to  break  through  the 
firft  ties  of  duty  !  —  A  pure,  a 

^'  ftrong,  unalterable  love,  attached 
me  to  an  objeft  I  once  thought 

"  worthy  of  it ! — it  feduced  my  in* 
experienced  youth  and  artlefs 
affections  from  the  path  of  pru- 
dence  and  difcretion. — I  facrificcd 
my  heart !  — ^You  faw  your  con- 

^'  quefi:,  and  obtained  my  hand! — 
At  the  holy  altar  I  refigned  my 
felf  your  legal  vidim  !  —  how 

have 
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have  you  repaid  my  love^  my 
confidence? — Fatal  weaknefs ! — > 
I  have  incurred  the  curfe  of  dif- 
obedience  ! —  and  thus,juftly  re- 
nounced  by  an  offended  father, 
though    cruelly    abandoned  by 
an  ungrateful  hufband^  I  have 
hoarded  up  for  my  remaining  days 
remorfe  and  wretchednefs —  I 
fixed  my  flowing  eyes  upon  him ; 
he  regarded  me  with  a  mixture  of 
pity,  tendernefs,  and  fliame  ! — He 
took  my  hand,  and  gently  prefiing  it, 
melted  into  tears.  —  Inftantly  my 
anger  vanifhed  —  I  funk  upon  my 
knees,  and  implored  his  forgivenefs 
if  1  had,  in  the  anguifh  of  my  foul,, 
too  warmly  upbraided  him. — He 
raifed  me  inftantly ;  and,  folding 

me 


(  ) 

me  in  his  arms,  conjured  me  to  he 
comforted,  and  acknowledged  he 
had  merited  my  reproaches,  and 
was  himfelf  the  ible  aggreflbr. 

Alas!''  faid  he,  "  to  one  fc- 
duced,  hke  me,  lb  early  by  the 
fafcinating  follies  of  the  world — 
how  arduous  the  tafk  to  fly  its 
ftrong  temptations!— Be  it  thine, 
fweet  monitrefs,  to  point  the  path 
of  happinefs  and  virtue — thine  to 
recall  the  wanderer  hom.e!"  He 
ceafed  —  Ah,  happy  moment  of 
reviving  love! — ye  fleeting  raptures, 
never  to  return  !  —  St.  Aubin  was 
this  evening  every  thing  my  fondefl 
hopes  could  wifli — I  led  him  round 
our  fmall  domain  ;  his  fmiles  il- 
lumed the  blooming  fcene  of  na- 
VOL.  II,  K  ture ; 
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ture ;  it  appeared  to  my  delighted 
eyes  a  paradife  regained  !  —  The 
trees^  the  flowers,  feemed  con- 
fcious  of  my  happinefs  ;  the  grove 
with  frelher  verdure  glowed,  the 
flirubs  v/ith  fweeter  fragrance 
breathed.  The  fucceeding  morning 
dawned  on  our  returning  felicity  : 
foft  hope  once  more  revifited  my 
bofora  :  yet  the  rifing  fear  of  timid 
love  would  ftiil  obtrude  itfelf  an 
anxious  gueft.  The  artifices  of 
Amelia  I  had  too  painfully  experi- 
enced not  to  dread  : —  in  ruminat- 
ing on  the  charad:er  of  this  fickle, 
this  beloved  hulband,  I  found  his 
judgment  was  eafily  led  aftray  by 
the  prevalence  of  example  and  the 
force  of  precept ;  he  was  neither 

proof 
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proof  agalnft  the  allurements  cf 
vice  nor  the  perfuafive  fentiments 
of  virtue  ;  each  reigned  alternate — 
the  impulfe  of  the  moment  ruled 
his  heart,  and  the  prefent  objecft 
had  the  refiftlefs  power  of  influenc- 
ing his  condudl.  This  was  a  dan- 
gerous vveaknefs,  and  fatally  pre- 
difted  the  fequel  of  my  misfor- 
tunes !  St.  Aubin  joined  me  in 
my  favourite  alcove,  which  nature 
had  adorned  with  fragrant  jeflli- 
mine  and  verdant  mvrtle.  —  I  ob- 
ferved  that  he  W'as  abforbed  in 
thought ;  and,  upon  my  addreffing 
to  him  fome  interefting  expreflions, 
he  looked  upon  me  with  a  mixture 
of  tendernefs  and  pity.  Our  tcte  a 
tcte  was  fliortly  interrupted  by  the 
K  2  arrival 
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arrival  of  a  letter  from  Amelia 
I  changed  countenance  at  the  well- 
known  deceitful  hand  —  my  heart 
prefaged  a  thoufand  fears,  wdiich 
were,  alas  !  but  too  well  founded, 
and  too  foon  accompllfhed.  Mon- 
fieur  de  St.  Aubin  looked  diftrefled ; 
he  told  me  that  he  felt  the  moft 
unfeigned  reludance  to  quit  the 
enchanting  fpot  which  contained 
his  treafure  ;  yet  he  could  not  re- 
fufe  the  preffing  invitation  of  his 
fifter,  who  urged  him  to  vifit  her 
that  morning.  He  added,  that  the 
influence  flie  poffeflTed  over  his  fa- 
ther made  it  neceflary  for  him  to 
continue  on  good  terms  with  her: 
nor  did  he  doubt  but  that  her 
fummons  proceeded  from  an  ar- 
dent 
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dent  defire  to  be  reconciled  to  mc. 
He  entreated  I  would,  for  his  fake, 
forgive  the  unguarded  impetuofity 
of  her  temper,  which,  he  confefled, 
fometimes  obfcured  her  virtues ; 
and  even  propofed  my  accompany- 
ing him  to  Paris.    My  pride  could 
not  admit  the  idea  of  condefcend* 
ing  to  make  the  firfl:  advances  to  a 
woman,  who  had  not  only  groflly 
infuked,  but  had  cruelly  attempt- 
ed to  injure  me   in    the  affec- 
tions of  my  hufband.    I  affured 
him  however  that,  as  I  could  rcfufe 
him  nothing  that  was  eflential  to  his 
happinefs,  I  would  confent  to  for- 
give Amelia,  upon  condition  that 
Ihe  made  our  reconciliation  her  re- 
qucft.  He  was  fatisfied  ;  and,  pro- 
K  3  mlfng 
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miring  to  return  in  a  few  hours, 
tenderly  embraced  and  quitted  me. 
I  gazed  after  him  till  diftance  con- 
cealed him  from  my  view ;  and 
mourned  his  departure  as  if  I  had 
a  prefentiment  of  my  misfortune. 
Towards  evening  I  began  anxioully 
to  expe6t  him  —  upon  every  found 
of  horfes  on  the  adjacent  road  my 
bounding  heart  anticipated  his  ap- 
proach— but,  alas !  every  hope  va- 
niihed,  when  a  note  was  prefented 
to  m.e  from  the  dear  deceiver  —  it 
contained  a  few  hafty  lines,  written 
by  his  trembling  hand,  entreating 
me  not  to  be  uneafy  at  his  ab- 
fence-,   that    family    bufmefs  of 
importance  to  our  happinefs  de- 
tained him  from  me  a  few  days ; 

after 
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after  which,  he  would  fly  on  the 
wrings  of  rapture  to  his  beloved 
Adelaide.  I  kept  this  meflenger 
while  1  wrote  an  anfwer,  full  of 
tendernefs,  lamenting  our  fcpa- 
ration,  but  exprcffing  my  grati- 
tude for  his  attention,  my  con- 
fidence in  his  affcftion,  and  my 
ardent  wiflies  for  fuccefs  in  his 
renewed  apphcation  to  the  Vif- 
count,  which  I  concluded  was  the 
bufmefs  in  queftion. 

A  fortnight  clapfed,  yet  he  re- 
turned not  to  Belle-vue. — During 
that  interval  I  had  the  confo- 
lation  of  receiving  feveral  pathe- 
tic letters,  filled  with  reiterated 
vows  of  everlafting  love,  bew^ailing 
the  nccefiity  of  his  tedious  abfence; 

K  4  but 
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but  never  mentioning  either  the 
name  of   his   fifter  or  the  pro- 
grefs  of  our  caufe* — At  length  he 
ceafed  to  write,  and  all  my  fears 
and  apprehenfive  doubts  returned 
with  double  force  :  even  hmguid 
hope,  like  an  expiring  flame,  ceafed 
now  to  footh  my  defolated  heart ! 
One  day  a  letter,  addrefled  to  me 
in  a  difguifcd  hand,  was  brought, 
which  threw  me  into  an  agony  of 
grief    Thefe  were  the  contents  : 
Mademoifelle  de  St.  Aubin 
deceives  you  :  —  flie  is  a  falfe 
friend  :  — fhe  has  introduced  to 
your  hulband  a  widow  of  power- 

ful  attractions  Madame  de 

Miran  holds  him  in  the  ftrongefl 
chains  —  on  her  he  lavifhes  thofe 

moments 
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moments  he  abfents  himfelf  from 
"  you/' 

Grief,  jealoufy,  and  indignation, 
took  poffeflion  of  my  foul  :  in  vain 
I  endeavoured  to  difcover  to  whofe 
officious  zeal  I  was  indebted  for 
this  mortifying  intelligence.  The 
abruptnefs  of  the  ftyle  was  calcu- 
lated to  wound,  and  not  to  footh 
me  ;  and  was,  therefore,  evidently 
diftated  by  an  enemy  rather  than  a 
friend.  Alas !  I  was  but  too  con- 
fcious  that  my  imprudence  had  not 
left  me  one  objedt  whom  I  could 
call    by    that    endearing  name. 

Ah,''  cried  I,  almofh  frantic  with 
refentment,^^  bereft  of  every  confo- 
^'  lation  —  forfaken  by  the  world; 

— is  it  alone  to  aggravate  my 
^'  wretchednefs 
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wretchednefs  that  1  am  informed 
my  hufband  is  unfaithful  V —  I 
flew  to  my  writing-delk  ;  and,  in 
the  inconliderate  warmth  of  jealous 
paffion,  wrote  and  difpatched  to 
St.  Aubin  the  following  lines : 

If  the  charms  of  Madame  de 
Miran  have  not  quite  effaced  the 
remembrance  of  a  once-loved 
wife,  flyinftantly  toBell-vue,  and 
refcue  from  the  grave  the  wrong- 
ed,  the  unfortunate,  Adelaide 
I  waited  the  event  in  a  ftate  little 
Ihort  of  defperation,  when  the  lines 
I  here  tranfcribe,  which  were  de- 
livered to  me  the  fucceeding  day, 
bereaved  me  of  every  remaining 
hope. 


Reproaches 
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Reproaches  are  ill  qualified  to 
''renew  abated  love;  —  and  the 
charms  of  Madame  de  Miran, 
powerful  as  they  are,  would  be 
infufficient  to  maintain  their  em- 
pire,  could  fhe  expeft  to  reign 
unrivalled  in  a  heart  formed  for 
inconftancy, 

Lewis  de  St.  Aubin." 

My  pride  alone  could  have  pre- 
vented my  finking  under  this  ca- 
lamity.—  The  ingratitude  of  my 
cruel  hulband  roufed  every  fenti- 
ment  which  could  be  infpired  by 
injured  love. — 1  difdainedto  repeat 
my  upbraidings ;  but  left  to  time, 
and  the  influence  of  remorfe,  to 

plead 
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plead  ray  caufe.  When  the  firfl 
tranfports  of  my  rage  fubfided^  the 
fofter  pafiions  foon  returned; — 
affeftion  once  more  mingled  with 
niy  refentment ;  and  pity  for  the 
yet  loved  caufe  of  all  my  woes  ex- 
tinguifhed  even  the  force  of  jea- 
loufy.  A  fixed  melancholy  preyed 
upon  my  fpirits  — the  tears  of  filent 
anguifli  rolled  inceflantly  down 
my  cheek  :  —  without  a  friend  to 
participate  and  footh  my  forrows, 
I  was,  perhaps,  the  mofh  miferable 
being  that  exifted.  Weeks  and 
months  paffed  on,  yet  my  inhuman 
hulband,  ftill  abfent  from  me,  con- 
tinued his  career  of  fatal  follies. 
To  enhance  my  misfortunes,  the 
period  approached  which  w^as  to 

render 
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r-endcr  me  a  wretched  mother.  The 
force  of  maternal  feehngs  prevailed 
upon  me  to  addrefs  once  more  this 
dear^  this  cruel  huftand I  — ►and  to 
conjure  him,  for  the  fake  of  an  in- 
nocent infant,  to  confent  to  receive 
k  at  its  birth  from  the  arms  of  a 
parent  who  would  too  probably 
fall  the  early  facrifice  of  his  un- 
kindnefs ! 

I  difpatched  this  letter  by  an  old 
gardener,  who  w^as  my  only  male 
domeftic — charging  him  to  deliver 
it  himfelf,  if  pofTible,  into  the  hands 
of  his  mafter.  —  The  good  man 
looked  at  me  with  honeft  earneft- 
nefs ;  and,  perceiving  that  I  wept, 
(though  I  endeavoured  to  conceal 
my  emotion)  he  told  me  his  heart 

bled 
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bled  for  me  —  that  he  rejoiced  m 
an  opportunity  of  doing  me  fervice, 
and  would  not  leave  Paris  till  he 
had  executed  his  commiffion  :  — 
Be  comforted,  my  fweet  young 
lady/'  continued  he,  ^'  I  will 
warrant   I  iTiall    bring  happy 
"  tidings/' 

It  was  fo  long  fmce  1  had  heard 
the  foothing  voice  of  kindnefs, 
that  I  was  fenfibly  affected  with  the 
words  of  this  worthy  man — I  thank- 
ed him  heartily  for  his  attachment, 
and  affured  him  that,  if  he  fuc- 
ceeded,  I  fhould  ever  efteem  him 
as  my  guardian  angel.  —  As  he 
was  obliged  to  walk  to  Paris,  I  al- 
lowed him  two  days  to  perform  his 
journey  and  to  return  < —  what  an 

interval 
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interval  of  hope  and  fear  for  me  ! 

—  I  watched  at  my  window  the 
whole  day  which  was  fixed  for  his 
arrival  —  the  tortures  of  fufpenfe 
that  I  undenvent  can  only  be  con- 
ceived by  thofe  who  have  loved  like 
me  !  — At  length  I  perceived  him 
advancing;  with  flow  and  tottering: 
fteps — I  defcended  into  the  garden, 
and  haftened  to  meet  my  aged 
meflenger.  —  Oh,  Jaqiielin/'  I 
exclaimed  —     do  you  bring  me 

life  or  death  V'  —  He  caft  upon 
me  fuch  a  look  of  woe,  that,  in  a 
moment,  1  read  my  difappointment ! 

—  I  funk  down  upon  the  ftump  of 
an  old  tree — and,  had  not  a  flood  of 
tears  ruflied  to  my  relief,  I  think  I 
muft  have  expired.— The  poor  old 

man 
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man  flood  by,  the  image  of  defpair  ! 
—  he  wrung  his  withered  hands  — 
tore  his  grey  locks —  while  the  big 
drops  rolled   down  his  furrowed 
cheek  !  —  At  length  I  broke  the 
painful  filence  : — In  pity  tell  me," 
I  cried,  ^'  the  extent  of  my  mifery 
— I  am  inured  to  adverfity — and 
*^  (land  now  prepared  for  all  the 
horrors  of  my  fate  !  —  Monfieur 
de  St.  Aubin  cruelly  perfifts  in 
abandoning  his  wretched  wife  ! 
"  — Deaf  to  the  pleadings  of  nature 
^'  and  humanity  —  he  leaves  his 
"  child  an  orphan!''  —  "  Alas, 
Madam  !"  replied  Jaquelin  — 
your  forrows  cut  my  very  foul  ! 
—  but  it  is  in  vain  to  deceive 
you  —  my  young  mafter  has 

quitted 
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quitted  Paris,  and  is  fet  out  for 
*^  Italy  !  —  But  take  comfort  —  he 
^'  may  yet  foon  return."  —  "  Ah  ! 
exclaimed  I,  ftrongly  agitated  — 
can  you  name  me  the  compa- 
nion  of  his  flight!  —  too  furely 
Madame  de  Miran  is  the  fatal 
object  for  whom  he  forfakes  the 

unfortunate  Adelaide !"  It  is 

amazing  that  I  could  fupport  this 
event  with  fo  much  compofure  — 
but  I  confefs  that,  at  that  moment, 
I  felt  the  Ihock  of  his  departure 
with  lefs  violence  than  I  fliould 
have  done  an  abfolute  refufal  of  my 
petition  —  that  would  have  implied 
a  hardened  heart  indeed  —  whereas 
his  quitting  France  with  the  pre- 
fent  objed:  of  a  volatile  paffion 
VOL.  II.  L  was 
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was  only  the  natural  efFed  of  femaFe 
artifice. — Time  would  difpel  a  tem- 
porary love  ;  — I  confequently  che- 
riflied  hopes  that  indifference  for 
my  rival  might  reftore  him  to  my 
arms ;  and  founded  the  flattering 
expeftation  from  the  acknowledged 
inconftancy  of  his  difpofition.  — 
Upon  interrogating  my  faithful 
ambaffador^  he  confeflTed  that 
Madame  de  Miran  was  aflually 
with  my  wanderer.  —  Amelia  had 
made  no  fecret  of  it  to  Jaquelin, 
but  had  informed  him  of  it  with 
malicious  pleafure.  —  He  had  ap- 
plied to  her  for  the  refidence  of  his 
mafter — and  flie  had  vouchfafed  to 
order  his  admittance  into  her  pre- 
fence,  —     Upon  my  defcribing/"^ 

continued 
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continued  the  good  man,  your 

^'  inquietude,  Ihe  laughed  dif- 
dainfully,  and  faid  you  might 

^'  thank  yourfclf  for  your  huf- 
band's  infidelity — that  your  con- 
tinued  jealoufy   and  inceflant 

"  bcwailings,  for  having  incurred 
by    your  marriage   with  him 

"  your  parents'  difpleafure,  had 
exhaufted  her  brother's  patience, 
and  entirely  extinguiftied  his  af- 
feclions — that,  for  her  part,  you 
had  treated  her  with  too  much 
infolence  and  ingratitude  to  re- 
tain  her  friendfhip  —  and  that 

^'  file  was  unalterably  determined 
to  trouble  herfelf  no  more  about 
you  !  —  I  prefumed  to  plead 
your  caufe  with  honeft  warmth 
L2  bur 
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—  but  fhe  commanded  me  to  be 
filent^  and  infilled  upon  my  retir- 
ing  with  a  tone  fo  abfolute,  that 
I  inftantly  obeyed  her.  —  De- 
terminedfor  your  fake^  my  dear 
young  lady,  to  gain  all  the  Intel- 
ligence  I  could  in  this  myfterious 
affair,  I  vifited  the  fervants  hall 
^'  under  pretence  of  taking  fome 
refrefhment,  where  T found  one 
"  of  the  domellics  as  communi- 
"  cative  as  I  could  wifh. — He  told 
"  me  that  Madame  de  St.  Aubin, 
"  who  had  refided  conllantly  with 
the  Vifcount  fince  her  brother's 
miarriage,  had  eflablilhed  her  in- 
^'  fluence  upon  the  refentment  of 
his  father ;    that   without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Vifcount  flie 

privately 
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privately  vifited  her  brother,  and 

^'  had  introduced  him  to  a  young 

^'  widow  of  incomparable  beauty, 
but  light  charadler,  with  the  ini- 
quirous  delign  of  Separating  him 
from  you.  Her  wicked  arts  pre- 
vailed.  — My  thoughtlefs  matter 
became  enamoured  with  Ma- 
dame  de  Miran,  and  was  eafily 

"  perfuaded,  by  a  cruel  filler,  to 
abandon  his  charming  wife.  Ma- 

*^  dame  de  St.  Aubin  forefeeing 
diat  you,  Madam,  might  again 

^'  allure  him  to  Belle- vue,  propofed 
to  your  rival  to  draw  him  into 
Italy,  where  fhe  flatters  herfelf 
that  fhe  will  eftablifli  her  em- 
pire.  Her  dread  of  the  Vifcount's 
reconcihation  with  his  fon  is  an- 
L  3  "  other 
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^'  other  motive,  bcfides  her  hatred 
of  you,  to  promote  his  abfence  : 
the  very  elopement  Ihe  herfelf 
conceived  and  planned  has  been 
urged  by  her  to  her  father  as 

^'  a  frefh  proof  of  my  young  maf- 
ter's  dilTolute  condu£l: — in  fliort, 
fhe  ufes  every  argument  to  ex- 
afperate  him  more  againft  you 
both,  with  the  diflionourable 
view  of  fecuring  to  herfelf  his 
noble  fortune.  It  is  but  too  pro- 
bable  fliewill  fucceed ;  the  Vif- 
count  grows  infirm* — his  intel- 
leds  decline — and,  as  flie  never 

<^  leaves  him,  flie  has  every  advan- 
tage  her  bafe  foul  can  wifh/' 

Thus  ended  the  poor  old  man's 

parrative.    I  thanked  him  for  his 

honeft 
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honeft  zeal ;  and  to  his  confoHng 
and  religious  admonitions  I  owed 
riie  refignation  with  which  I  endea- 
voured to  fupport  my  calamities. 
My  two  female  attendants  were  the 
wife  and  daughter  of  this  worthy 
creature;  they  had  been  recom- 
mended by  Amelia  upon  our  firft 
arrival  at  Belle-vue,  and,  as  they 
had  inhabited  this  houfe  for  many 
years^  I  had  no  inclination  to  re- 
move them. 

Janetton  had  nurfed  Mademoi- 
felle  de  St.  Aubin,  and  Nanette  was 
her  fofter-fifter.  As  they  were  to- 
tally dependant  on  her  bounty,  it 
is  natural  to  fuppofe  they  were 
ftriftly  attached  to  her  :  they  had 
frequently  attempted  to  ingratiate 
L  4  themfelve^ 
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themfelves  into  my  confidence; 
but  I  never  liked  the  freedom  of 
their  manners ;  the  mother  was  a 
compound  of  low  art  and  fawning 
flattery;  the  daughter,  of  affected 
ignorance,  yet  afluming  pertnefs — 
I  always  kept  them  at  a  diftance, 
and  ever  preferred  folitude,  and 
the  contemplation  of  my  forrows, 
to  their  converfation ;  confequently 
they  looked  upon  me  as  a  proud 
creature,  w^ho  merited  the  misfor- 
tunes of  my  deftiny.  —  Jaquelin, 
however,  became  my  favourite — 
my  only  friend  :  — his  fimplicity  of 
manners  were  marked  on  his  open 
countenance  —  his  adlions  were  re- 
gulated by  the  principles  of  virtue, 
and  his  fentiments  fpoke  the  lan- 
guage 
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gjjage  of  a  heart  which  would  have 
done  honour  to  exaked  rank.  One 
day  Janetton  afked  my  permif- 
fion  to  make  a  vifit  to  a  fick  aunt 
in  Paris :  I  readily  granted  her  re- 
queft,  and  confented  to  fpare  her 
for  a  couple  of  days.  After  dinner 
I  ftrolled  into  the  garden,  which 
I  commonly  did  every  afternoon, 
though  the  coldnefs  of  the  weather 
rendered  it  far  from  pleafant. — The 
good  Jaquelin  met  me,  and,  refpec- 
fully  accofting  me,  begged  I  would 
inform  him  whether  his  wife  had 
received  my  permiffion  to  attend 
Mademoifelle  de  St.  Aubin  !  — - 1 
looked  furprifed,  and  anfwered 
that  (he  had  mentioned  the  illnefs 
of  an  aunt   as  the  motive  of  her 

abfence. 
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dbkncc.     Then/' replied  he,  Ihe 
has  deceived  you  Madam  — by 
Nanette's  confeffion  to  me  fhe 
is  going  to  Paris  upon  the  fum- 
mons  of  Mademoifelle  de  St. 
Aubin,  who  has  fent  for  her  a 
horfe  and  fervant,  which  myf- 
terioufly  waited  at  the  corner  of 
*^  the  lane  ;  and  the  jade  is  actually 
departed  without  even  confult- 
ing  my  pleafure, — She  is  gone 
to  plot  and  a6t  mifchief  with  that 
implacable  fury     —  Compofe 
^'  yourfelf,  my  good  friend/'  re- 
turned I,       no    harm   can  en- 
fue  from  this  vifit. — Alas  I  what 
further  injury  can  Amelia  offer 
the  wretched  Adelaide  !  —  her 
cruel  vengeance  has  been  long 

complete^. 
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*^  complete,  and  I  am  now  reduced 
below  her  malice  ! — It  is  natural 
"  fhe  fhould   regard    her  nurfc, 
'^barbarian   as  Ihe    is;  — and  I 
would    upon    no   account  de- 
privc  your  wife  of  any  mark  of 
'Mier  lady's  liberality."  —  ''  Ah, 
''  you  are  too  good  for  this  world!" 
replied  Jaquelin,  fliaking  his  head : 
''  but,  however,    had  I  been  at 
"  home   time   enough    to  coun- 
''  teraft  your  orders  (which,  upon 
^'  this  occafion,  I  fhould  have  taken 
''  the  liberty  of  doing),  Janetton 
fliould  have  found  me  once  too 
''  cunning  for  her."  —  He  left  me 
muttering  to  himfelf,  and  flirug- 
jng  up  his  fhoulders,  to  vent  upon 
Nanette  the  overflowings  of  that 

well-meant 
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well-meant  zeal  for  his  unfortunate 
miftrefs,  which  fuperfeded  in  his 
hofom  even  his  conjugal  and  paren- 
tal afFedlions. 

Janetton  punctually  returned  on 
the  appointed  day;  and,  more  offi- 
cious than  ever  to  pleafe,  became 
rather  troublefome  by  her  aflidui- 
ties  —  but,  irkfome  as  they  were, 
being  confcious  that  I  fhould  too 
foon  require  her  tendernefs  and 
care,  I  pretended  to  receive  them 
with  gratitude.  In  regard  to  my 
own  life  I  Ihould  have  been  totally 
indifferent ;  but,  as  far  as  it  was 
concerned  with  that  of  an  innocent 
infant,  whofe  exiftence  I  ardently 
wifhed  to  preferve,  (in  hopes  of 
prefenting  it  fome  day  to  an  affec- 
tionate 
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tionate  father)  I  refolvcd  no  atleii 
tion  IhoLild  be  wanting  on  my  part 
which  maternal  duty  could  lug- 
geft, — I  even  began  to  take  fome 
degree  of  delight  in  arranging  a 
nurfery ;  and  mufed,  whh  melan- 
choly pleafure,  upon  the  future 
bleffing  yet  in  ftore.  —  Though,: 
alas!  in  anticipating  a  mother's 
fondnefs  I  painfully  regretted  my 
happinefs  mufh  be  incomplete  in 
the  agonizing  recollection  of  my 
forfaken  widowed  ftate  !  —  I  was 
roufed  from  one  of  thefe  reveries 
by Jaquelin's  knocking  at  my  cham- 
ber door.  I  fat  reclining  on  a 
chair,  one  foot  refting  on  the 
rocker  of  a  cradle,  which^  with 
involuntary  motion,  rolled  it  deli- 
berately 
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berately  to  and  fro,  with  as  much 
care  as  if  it  were  already  the  repofi^ 
tory  of  a  fleeping  infant. — The  door 
opened,  and  difcovered  to  my  view 
my  good  old  friend  bending  under 
the  weight  of  a  large  coffer. — His 
countenance  was  unufually  gay  — 
he  placed  his  load  upon  the  table.— 
There/'  faid  he,  "  thank  God, 
Providence  has  fent  us  fome- 
thing/' — He  proceeded  to  untie 
the  cordage — "  But  how/'  faid  I, 
did  you  gain  poiTefTion  of  this 
prize? — Are  you    very  certain 
that  it  belongs  to  us?" — Aye, 
^'  by  St.  Jerome  does  it/'  replied 
he;  — "  is  not  your  name  St.  Au- 
^'  bin  ?  —  Look  at  the  addrefs."  «— 
I  rofe  to  examine  it-^but  what  va- 
rious 
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rious  emotions  of  hope  and  fear  1 
fuftaincd  upon  difcovcring  the  well- 
known  charafters  to  be  written  by 
my  beloved  mother  !  —  I  clafped 
my  uplifted  hands  with  tranfport, 
and  uttered  my  grateful  tlianks  to 
that  Being  who  feemed  now  to  look 
with  pity  on  me  ! 

When  Jaquelin  had  finifhed  open- 
ing it — "  There/'  faid  he,  my 
fweet  miflrefs  ;  feaft  yourfelf  with 
the  contents,  and  believe  old 
"  Jaquelin  another  time/' — So  fay- 
ing, the  worthy  creature  left  me. 
For  fome  moments  I  was  incapable 
of  examining  the  trunk  ;  my  whole 
frame  Oiook  with  an  univerfal  tre- 
mour. — At  length  my  trembling- 
hands  removed  the    paper  w^iich 

was 
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was  fpread  upon  the  furfacc;  and 
I  found,  to  my  aftonifhment,  a 
complete  fet  of  the  moft  elegant 
infant  habiliments.  In  vain  I 
fearched  for  a  few  lines  of  mater- 
nal tendernefs,  to  convey  one  gentle 
blefling  to  my  contrite  heart,  re- 
voking the  cruel  fentence  of  a  fa- 
ther's curfe !  —  Suddenly  I  efpied, 
at  the  bottom  of  the  box,  two 
papers,  fealed  up  and  direded  to 
Adelaide. —  The  firil  contained  a 
beautiful  gold  coral,  which  had 
been  mine  in  infancy,  richly  adorn- 
ed with  jewels,  and  ftamped  with 
the  initials  of  my  name — the  other 
enveloped  a  hundred  louis  d'ors — 
but  no  addrefs  to  myfelf  had  I 
the  happinefs  to  find! — however  I 

looked 
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looked  upon  thefe  unexpedcd  at- 
tentions as  aufpicious  omens  of  a 
future  pardon. — I  wept  for  near  an 
hour,  with  tears  of  heartfelt  grati- 
tude, over  thefe  tokens  of  a  mo- 
ther's care ;  and,  at  length,  calling 
in  my  three  domeftics,  in  the  effu- 
fion  of  my  joy  I  made  them  the 
partaVr     of  fo  flattering  an  event ; 
and  ci/].cd  Jaquelin  from  whence  he 
had  received  the  box  :  he  informed 
me  that,  on  opening  a  back  door, 
he  found  it  placed  upon  the  ftep ; 
and  that,  on  reading  the  fuper- 
fcription,    he  brought  it  inftantly 
to  me. — I  perceived  Janetton  and 
Nanette  to  look  fignlucantly  upon 
one  another,  and  that  their  refpect 
confiderably  increafed  though  —  I 
VOL.  II.  M  thought 
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thought  I  traced  upon  the  counte- 
nance of  the  former  a  kind  of  con- 
fcious  fhame,  which  I  attributed 
to  the  corrections  of  remorfe  for 
having  attempted  to  deceive  me  in 
her  late  excurfion  to  Paris. — I  made 
each  of  them  a  prefent  out  of  my 
little  ftore  :  —  the  old  man  would 
have  rejeded  the  donation,  and 
have  prevented  their  receiving  it, 
but  I  made  a  point  of  his  accept- 
ing thefe  tokens  of  my  friendfhip. 

I  had  undergone  too  much  agi- 
tation to  attempt  to  write  that  day; 
and  deferred,  therefore,  till  the  next, 
a  letter  of  acknowledgment  to  my 
generous  mother  :  —  but,  alas  !  my 
appointed  hour  was  come  ! — I  was 
taken  ill  before  this  talk  of  duty 

was 
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was  performed  !  —  For  feveral  days 
my  lite  was  defpaired  of;  during 
which  interval  I  was  totally  infcnfi- 
ble  to  all  around  me.  —  Upon  the 
return  of  recolledlion  I  perceived 
Janetton  watching  bymybedfide; 
—  I  feebly  drew  afide  the  curtain, 
through  which  I  had  difcovered 
her  lhadow;  and  my  longing  e)^e 
fought  in  vain  for  the  fweet  reward 
of  all  my  anguifli. — With  difficulty 
I  uttered,  "  Where,  where,  is 
"  iiiy  child  —  Janetton  looked 
diftrelled,  put  her  finger  to  her 
mouth,  and  endeavoured  to  com- 
pofe  me ;  obferving,  at  the  fame 
time,  an  apparent  intention  not  to 
anfwer :  but,  upon  my  repeating 
the  qucftion  with  vifible  inquie- 
M  2  tude — 
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tude— HuOi,  Madam!''  faid  (he, 
in  a  low  voice,      be  filent,  and  do 
^*  not  agitate  yourfelf/' — She  offici- 
Gufly  brought  me  a  cordial,  which 
1  patiently  fwallowed  ;  and,  ring- 
ing a  bell,  Nanette  appeared. — 
The  mother,  for  an  inftant,  forgot 
her  own  advice,  and  fhouted  out — 
A  miracle  !  —  A  miracle  !  —  Ma- 
dame's  fenfes  are  reftored!'' — 
I  looked  v/iftifuUy  at  Nanette ;  and, 
fuppofing  Ihe  came  from  the  adja- 
cent nurfery,  I  entreated  her,  in 
a  whifper,  to  bring  my  infant,  add- 
ing that  the  light  of  fuch  a  treafure 
would  be  the  moft  efFeftual  reftor- 
ative  they  could  adminifter  :  —  I 
paufed,  and  liftened  with  anxious 
ears  if  I  could  catch  the  plaintive 

founds 
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founds  of  thofe   endearing  cries 
which  cling  round  the  fond  mo- 
ther's heart  —  but  hearing  none  — 
It  fleeps/'   I  cried,  —  my 
cherub  lleeps !  —  Oh  !  guardian 
angels,  watch  its  flumbers  !"  — 
They  looked  at  each  other,  then 
at  me,    and  continued  filent.  — 
"  Well,''  faid  I,  endeavouring  to 
rife  in  my  bed,  —     if  you  are 
cruel  enough  to  keep  it  from 
my  fight,  I  will  feck  for  it  my- 
felf  at  the  peril  of  my  life. — I  at- 
tempted, indeed,  to  rife,  but  funk 
down  again  upon  my  pillow  from 
total  weaknefs :  however,  I  aflumed 
ftrength  enough  to  fay,  in  a  refo- 
lute  tone,  that  I  infilled  upon  being 
obeyed. — They  then  whifpercd  to- 
M  3  gcthcr. 
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getrier,  and,  by  degrees,  V  length 
ii^iformed  me  (what  I  began  to  fuf- 
pedt)  that  my  unfortunate  fon  fur- 
vived  his  birth  but  a  few  hours  ! — 
Though  I  fenfibly  felt  this  addi- 
tional ilroke  of  fate,  yet  the  weak- 
nefs  of  my  frame  prevented  my 
expreffing  any  outrageous  grief! — 
I  raifed  my  languid  eyes  to  heaven, 
and  filently  fubmitted  to  its  de- 
crees. —  By  flow  advances  I  gradu* 
ally  mended  —  my  youth  and  con-, 
flitution  repulfed  the  complicated 
force  of  bodily  malady  and  mental 
anguifli ;  and  I  lived  to  encounter 
and  furvive  greater  evils  than  I  had 
yet  experienced  ! 

I  firft  employed  m.y  returning 
foength  to  write  a  letter,  fraught 

with 
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With  duty,  penitence,  and  grati- 
tude, to  my  mother.  It  fcnfibly 
wounded  me  to  name  the  man  ftill 
too  dear  to  my  affcdlions  wldi  re- 
proach;—  but,  as  I  was  confclous 
that  the  tongue  of  fame  would, 
even  were  I  filent  on  the  fubjeft, 
proclaim  my  injuries,  1  informed 
her  that  my  difobedience  had  been 
amply  revenged  in  the  inconftancy 
of  a  hufband  —  and  once  more  im- 
plored her  to  permit  an  unfortunate 
and  contrite  daughter  to  fue  for  par- 
don at  her  honoured  feet! — Several 
times,  during  my  confinement,  I 
had  anxioufly  inquired  for  my 
poor  Jaquelin ;  and,  after  repeated 
evafions,  was  grieved  by  the  intel- 
ligence that  the  good  creature  had, 
M  4  in 
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in  an  expedition  to  Paris  on  horfe- 
back,  fallen  from  his  horfe,  and 
diflocated  his  leg ;  but  that,  by 
the  humanity  of  Mademoifelle  de 
St.  Aubin,  at  whofe  houfe  he  was 
attended  by  an  eminent  furgeon, 
he  was  likely  to  do  well.  —  If  Ja- 
quelin  had  been  my  parent  1  could 
fcarce  have  felt  more  than  I  did  on 
his  account;  and  I  entreated  that, 
when  he  could  be  moved  with 
fafety,  he  might  be  tranfported  in 
a  horfe-litter  to  Belle-vue. 

As  foon  as  I  was  fufEciently  re- 
covered to  venture  into  the  air,  I 
infifted  upon  being  direcled  to  the 
{cot  which  contained  the  relics  of 
my  departed  fon. — In  a  wilderncfs 
of  fhrubs  I  difcovered  his  hctle 

grave  I  — 
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grave !  —  here  every  emotion  of 
maternal  tendernefs  agonized  my 
heart!  — As  I  was  totally  infenfible 
from  the.  hour  of  his  birth,  and 
he    had"  been   depofiCed    in  the 
ground  before  I  v^as  reftored  to  re- 
colleftion,  I  now,  for  the  firft  time, 
approached  my  child  ! — Ah  !  how 
approached  him  !  —  not  with  the 
tranfports  of  a  happy  mother,  who 
prefles  to  clafp  to  her  fond  bofom 
the  blooming  pledge  of  hymeneal 
love  !  —  Exchanged   for  the  foft 
cradle  of  repofing  infancy — was  the 
cold  bed  of  death!  — the  promifed 
comfort  of  my  future  days  wrapped 
in  eternal  fleep  !  —  Sweet  babe  ! — 
thou  never  knewcft  a  parent !  — 
fhy  ill-fated  birth  was  but  the  pafT- 

port 
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port  to  an  early  tomb  ! — Had  hea- 
ven, in  pity  for  thy  wretched  mo- 
ther,  permitted  her  to  lay  her 
burthen  down,  and  fhare  thy  grave, 
the  bleffing  would  have  been  a 
compenfation  for  her  forrows.  — 
The  outcaft  daughter  —  the  child- 
lefs  mother  —  and  the  widowed 
wife  —  had  been  at  reft,  and  all 
her  woes  forgotten  !  —  but  juftice 
fufFers  not  rewards  of  guilt !  — 
The  ungrateful  fugitive,  who  had 
plunged  a  dagger  in  the  bofom  of 
thofe  who  gave  her  being,  was 
decreed  to  feel  maternal  anguifh  ; 
and  where  (he  inflifted  the  wound 
herfelf  to  bleed  ! 

When  1  had  relieved  the  oppref- 
fion  of  my  heart  by  torrents  of  af- 

fifting 
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fiftlng  tears,  I  quitted  the  dear  fpot 
which  contained  my  lifelefs  trea- 
fuf e  :  —  here  1  made  each  morn  a 
fadly  foothing  vifit  —  here  daily 
paid  the  tributary  debt  of  Nature's 
grief  —  till  a  calm  and  gentle  me- 
lancholy fucceeded  the  violence  of 
recent  forrow.  I  anxioufly  waited 
the  return  of  Jaquelin,  to  whofe 
honeft  hands  I  deftined  an  employ- 
ment his  zeal  for  my  repofe  I  knew 
would  execute  with  joy — it  was  to 
proted  from  the  inclement  fkics 
the  repofitory  of  my  lod  hope ! 
— there  1  meant  to  rear  the  evcr- 
verdant  laurel  —  the  filver  fir  and 
lofty  cedar  :  —  thefe  were  to  repel 
the  winter's  blafh;  and  fummer's 
zephyrs  were  to  waft  the  fpicy 

fweets 
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fvveets  of  intermingling  flowers. — 
Pardon,  Henrietta !  —  my  deareft, 
my  fole  furviving  friend  ! — pardon 
the  wretch  who  fondly  dwells  upon 
the  loved  remembrance  of  her  loft 
child!  —  thou  wilt  one  day  feel  a 
mother's  tranfport !  —  Oh  !  mayeft 
thou  never  know  a  mother's  an- 
guifh  !  —  thy  fpotlefs  virtues  will 
fecure  thofe  bleffings  which  retri- 
bution's juftice  granted  to  me  alone 
for  punifhments ! 

I  now  began  to  defpair  of  ever 
beholding  again  my  ftill,  ftill  dear 
inconftant ! — yet  found  myfelf  but 
ill  prepared  for  the  fatal  blow  im- 
pending on  my  head  ! — I  was  mu- 
fmg  at  a  window  upon  my  misfor- 
tunes, when  Le  Claire,  the  valet 

of 
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of  Monfieur  de  St.  Aubin,  galloped 
up  to  the  gate  ! — my  eyes  had  only 
power  to  feek  in  vain  one  flatter- 
ing inftant  for  the  loved  caufe  of 
all  my  forrows ! — they  grew  dim  ! 
—  my  fenfes  failed  me  !  —  and  I 
funk  upon  the  floor  ; — when  I  re- 
covered, I  found  Janetton  and  Na- 
nette bufily  occupied  in  reftoring 
me  to  life — I  pufhed  them  from 
me,  and  called  aloud  for  Le  Claire — 
he  ruflied  into  my  prefence — Tell 
me  —  tell  me"  exclaimed  I — 
where   haft  thou  left  my  huf- 
"  band    — he  bowed  refpedtfully, 
looked  diftreflfed,  and  was  filent — 
^^Oh'',  cried  I,  franticly  clafping 
my  hands — "  in  pity  to  a  wretch, 
confefs  what  led  thee  hither  ! — 

a  fear 
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fear  not  to  impart  thy  embafly — 

does  thy  inhuman  mafter  deftine 
''me  new  infults  !' — '' Ah,  Ma- 

dam  !  my  mafter  — replied  he 
mournfully  —  he  is  incapable 
''of  offending  more  —  Mademoi- 
"  felle  de  St.  Aubin  commanded  me 
"  to  come — reludlantly  I  obeyed — 
"  my  refpefl,  my  gratitude,  re- 
"  coiled  at  the  idea  of  adding  to 
^'  fuch  forrows  — "How/'  cried 
I,  —  "is  not  that  cruel  woman  yet 
^'  weary  of  perfecuting  an  unhappy 
^'  wife  through  her  arts — forfaken 
*'  by  die  man  who  Ihould  be  her 
^'  protedtor  ! 

"  What  frefli  inftance  of  a  huC- 
"  band's  perfidy  does  her  barbarity 

prepare  for  me  V  —  "  Alas!''  — 

replied 
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replied  Le  Claire —     you  have 
nothing  more  to  fuffcr  from  my 
unfortunate,  mifguidcd  mafter ! 
^'  —  he  has  made  a  fatal  atonement 
for  all  his  errors 

Gracious  God  V —  exclaimed 
I  —  while  a  thrilling  horrour  ran 
through  my  veins  —  what 
dreadful  tale  haft  thou  to  tell, 
and  I  to  hear! — my  prophetic 
"  fears  pronounce  that  I  have  no 
^'  more  a  hufband 

He  fliook  his  head,  turned  away 
his  eyes,  which  gave  teftimony  to 
his  feelings — but  anfwered  not  ! — 
I  funk  upon  my  knees ;  and  every 
tender  fentiment,  which  in  the 
dawn  of  love  had  attached  my 
foul,  ruflicd  into  my  bofom  with 

redoubled 
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redoubled  force. — Oh  !  St.  Au- 
*^  bin! — my  adored  St.  Aubin  V — 
I  cried,      then  thou  art  gone  for 
ever  !  —  never  till  this  moment 
was  Adelaide  irreparably  —  truly 
^'  wretched  !  —  not  even  thy  incon- 
"  ftancy  could  efface  my  love !  — 
Amidft  my  forrov/s  1  cherifhed 
ftill  the  dear  remembrance  of  thy 
"  former  kindnefs  —  the  foothing 
hope  of  thy  rettored  affeftions ! 
^'  — Oh!  that  I  had  died  with  thee ! 
— one  grave  would  have  united 
us ;  and  thou  couldeft  not  have 
efcaped  me  beyond  the  cold  con- 
fines  of  the  tomb!'* 
Thus  did  I  rave  on — nor  did  I 
(hed  one  tear. — To  move  me,  Le 
Claire  began  the  fubje6t  of  his  death 
— I  fat  motionlefs  upon  the  feat,  to 

which 
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which  they  had  raifed  mc  ;  and, 
notvvithftanding  my  agony  of  mind, 
I  heard  diftinftly  every  word  he 
uttered.  —  He  informed  me  that 
his  mafter,  having  accompanied 
Madame  de  Miran  to  Florence, 
had  by  various  attachments  awaken- 
ed the  jealoufy  of  my  rival  —  that, 
in  particular,  a  beautiful  Italian, 
named  Seraphina,  had  infplred 
him  with  admiration  ;  but  that  Hill 
he  neglefted  not  Madame  de  Mi- 
ran,  at  whofe  palace  he  refided  in 
great  fplendour  —  but  one  day 
having,  by  her  emiffaries,  gained 
private  intelligence  of  an  affigna- 
tion  with  Seraphina,  Madame  de 
Miran  found  means  to  infpire  her 
new  rival  with  fo  ftrong  a  fufpi- 
VoL.  II.  N  cioa 


(    178  ) 

clon  of  his  falfehood,  that,  in  the 
extravagant  height  of  jealous  fury, 
{he  infufed  a  deadly  poifon  into 
fome   lemonade  which   was  pre- 
fented  to   her  lover,  and  which, 
in  a  few  hours,  terminated  his  life 
in  ftrong  convulfions. —  Seraphina 
repented,  too  late,  her  barbarous 
revenge,  and  abfconded  to  a  con- 
vent before  the  event  was  made 
public.  —  Le  Claire  attended  his 
expiring   mafter  in  his  laft  mo- 
ments, who  expreffed,  in  fome  of 
his  fhort  intervals  of  fpeech,  the 
tendereft  remorfe  for  me  !  Oh, 

my  Adelaide  I  my  injured  wife 
he  cried,      may  my  death  expiate 
my  crimes  recommend  the  an- 

gel 
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gel  fuffcrer  to  my  father!  —  If 
^'  there  yet  cxifts  a  pledge  of  our 
"  unfortunate  union,  may  the  child 
^'  recompcnfe  the  mother's  wrongs! 
— Oh,  Adelaide  !— had  I  fooner 
become  fenfible  of  thy  virtues 
we  had  both  been  happy  ! 
^'  Amelia,  that  cruel  fiftcr,  has 
undone  me  !  — like  a  dark  fiend 
^'  flic  fcduced  my  weak  unguarded 
"  heart  to  the  falfe  plcafures  of  al- 
luring  vice; — whilft  thou,  bright 
feraph,  robed  in  innocence,  and 
"  blooming  w^ith  matchlei's  beauty, 
"  ftretched  in  vai^  thy  lovely  hand 
^  ^  to  fave  me  !  —  Had  fate  pcrmit- 
ed  me  extent  of  life,  thou  wouldft 
have  beheld  low  at  thy  feet  a 
"  fuppliant    lover  and  repentant 
N  2  "  hufband 
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hulband  —  but,  doomed  to  fall 

the  vidlim  of  my  crimes,  the 
"  exflatic  blifs  of  thy  pronounced 
^'  forgivenefs  is  denied  even  in  the 

decifiye  hour  of  death  !  —  The 
^Vmufic  of  thy  voice  would  have 
^'  allayed  the  pang  of  anguifh,  and 

foothed  the  horrors  of  a  dying 
"  moment — Blefs  her^  oh  gracious 
^•heaven!  and  receive  into  thy 
•Vmercy   the  deluded  foul  who, 

with  fervent  penitence,  implores 
^'  thy  pardon  —  He  fpoke  —  he 
fighed  —  he  died  !  —  Le  Claire 
quitted  not  the  remains  of  his  loved 
mafter  till  he  faw  them  depofited 
in  hallowed  earth.  Madame  de 
Miran,  in  the  agonies  of  defpair 
at  his  lofs,  had  caufed  his  funeral 

obfequies 
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obfequies  to  be  performed  with  fo- 
lemn  pomp ;  and  had  abfolutely 
reflifed  her  permiflion  for  his  body 
to  be  removed  to  France.  When 
Le  Clau-e  dwelt  upon  the  tender' 
fubjed  of  St.  Aubin's  affeding  fen- 
fibility  for  me,,  the  torrent  of  my 
tears  gufhed  out  —  they  afforded 
me  a  temporary  rehef^,  and  enabled 
nie  to  afk  him  if  he  had  unfolded 
this  fad  event  by  the  command  of 
Amelia  ?  —  He  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative ;  and  that,  having  pe- 
remptorily denied  his  humble  re- 
queft — that  flie  would  fpare  him  a 
commiffion,  for  which  he  was  ill 
qualified— and  urged  her  in  vain  to 
break  it  caulioufly,  either  by  hel' 
prefence  or  her  pen,  fhe  had  Im- 
N  3  pofed 
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pofed  on  him  the  painful  tafk,  and 
charged  him  with  this  additional 
information,  which  the  poor  man 
littered  relu(3:antly  —  that,  as  I 
had  by  my  wayward  humours  ba- 
niflied  her  brother  from  his  native 
country,  and  had  confequently 
been  the  caufe  of  his  miferable 
and  (hameful  death,  I  had  no  longer 
any  right  to  claim  protection  from 
the  Vifcount  de  St,  Aubin.  That 
our  alliance  was  now  diflblved,  and 
he  expeifled  me  to  quit,  in  a  few 
days,  a  refidence  I  had  enjoyed  al- 
ready unmolefted  but  too  long: 
and  that  flie  did  not  doubt  but 
my  parents  would  generoufly  pro- 
vide for  their  widowed  runaway, 

fince 
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fince  the  cavife  of   her  dilobedi- 
ence,  having  become  the  vidtim 
of  my  imprudence,  wa^s  now  no 
tnore.  —      Yes/'  cried  I,  ani* 
mated  with  indignation,  volun- 
tarily  fhall  I  refign  a  dependence 
to  which  I  would  prefer  the  mod 
favage  defert.  —  Tell  this  impla- 
cable,  this  inhuman  filler,  that, 
*^  fenfible  it  is  to  her  I  owe  all  my 
miferies,  I  attribute  to  her  ma- 
lice  the  inconftancy  of  my  wrong- 
ed  hufband,  and  his  fatal  end  !  — 
Tell  her  that  beggary  is  prefer- 
able  to  her  affiftance  ;  and  that, 
though  my  juftly  offended  pa- 
rents  were  to  carry  their  refent- 
ment  beyond  his  grave  to  the 
widow  of  St.  Aubin,  and  fhould 
N  4  fpurn 
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fpurn  their  wretched  daughter 
from  their  feet,  fhe  would  fink 
a  prey  to  poverty  and  want,  ra- 
ther  than  accept  from  her  hands 
the  fmalleft  pittance  to  allay  her 
hunger.'^ 

Though  the  diftrailion  of  my 
mind  was  little  calculated  to  exprefs 
my  fentiments  on  paper,  yet  1  con- 
fidered  that  my  duty  demanded  my^ 
giving  immediate  information  to 
my  mother  of  my  prefent  unfortu- 
nate fit  nation  5  conjuring  her  to 
plead  for  her  wretched  daughter ; 
and  prefuming  to  hope  that,  fince 
thofe  ties  were  fatally  broken  vvhich 
had  juflly  occafioned  the  refent- 
ment  of  my  parents,  I  might  be 
blcffcd  with  their  forgivenefs  ere 

I  funk 
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I  funk  down  in  forrow  to  the  grave  f 
Intrufting  my  letter  to  the  convey- 
ance of  Le  Claire^  I  waited  the 
event  of  this  laft  eftbrt  with  unutter- 
able anguifh  ! — I  attempted  not  to 
go  to  bed,  but  affifted  my  two  at- 
tendants in  packing  up  my  apparel 
ready  for  a  final  removal  from 
Belle-vue^  where  I  determined  not 
to  remain  another  day,  whatever 
were  the  confequences.    The  in- 
fulting  commands  of  Amelia,  to 
refign  a  habitation  to  which  the  un- 
happy widow  of  her  brother  was 
furely  no  lefs  entitled  than  his  for- 
faken  wife,  had  roufed  my  pride 
and  indignation,  fentiments  which 
no  doubt  prevented  my  wounded 

fpirit 
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fpirit  from  yielding  to  the  opprer- 
five  weight  of  accumulated  woe  ! 

Le  Claire  returned  not  till  near 
four  in  the  morning,  as  he  found, 
on  his  arrival  in  Paris,  my  father's 
houfe  fhut  v>p  ;  and  received  in- 
formation that  the  family  had  re- 
fided  for  fome  months  entirely  in 
the  country.  Having  obtained  a 
diredtion  to  their  abode,  he  loft  no 
time  in  purfuing  a  journey  of  fo 
much  confequence  to  me  ;  and  had 
the  fatisfadion  of  bringing  me  a 
letter,  which  he  hoped  would  prove 
a  confolation  to  my  diftrefs.  I 
thanked  and  rewarded  my  faithful 
meflenger  for  his  diligence  : — tak- 
ing, with  trembling  hands,  this 

dreaded 
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dreaded  letter,  I  found  the  wel- 
come, unhoped-for  offer  of  an 
afylum  under  my  parental  roof, 
upon  condition  that  I  refumed  the 
name  of  Tourville,  and  refigned 
all  future  acquaintance  with  St.  Au- 
bin's  family,  —  The  latter  was  an 
injunction  I  had  no  temptation  to 
refift — the  former  was  a  circum- 
ftance  too  indifferent  to  me  to  re- 
fufe.  The  next  day  their  carriage 
drove  to  the  door,  and  I  quitted 
a  manfion  where  I  had  paffed  the 
happieft  and  moft  wretched  of  my 
days.  One  tie  alone  attached  my 
lingering  heart  to  Belle-vue — I 
could  net,  without  regret,  for  ever 
leave  the  remains  of  my  loft  child  ! 
I  fhed  my  lafl:  tear  upon  his  grave, 

and 
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and  tore  myfelf  eternally  from  an> 
objed:  which^  while  it  fed  my  for- 
rovvs,  foothed  their  anguifli. —  My 
mother  received  me  with  encircling 
arms ;  —  {he  led  me  trembling  into 
the  prefence  of  my  father — I  funk 
at  his  feet^  not  daring  to  lift  up 
my  eyes  to  meet  his  awful  frown — 
Oh,  forgive!  forgive!''  was  all  I 
could  articulate.  — He  deigned  to 
raife  me  with  relenting  kindnefs  — 
Thy  misfortunes^  and  thy  repent- 
ance,  Adelaide/'  faid  he,  ^'  have 
expiated  thy  fault: — thou  art  for- 
given  !'' — I  kiffed  with  tranfport 
his  extended  hand  —  "  Ah/'  cried 
my  mother,  ^'  how  fhe  is  changed  ! 
her  emaciated  form  fcarce  bears 
the  femblance  of  her  former  felf. 

—  Come, 
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—  Come,  my  poor  child,  and  let 
the  bahn  of  comfort  once  more 
revifit  thy  much  injured  heart ! 
the  ftory  of  thy  wrongs  are  all 
^'  confirmed  in  thofe  funk  eyes, 
and  that   wan   cheek  V  —  She 
folded  me  in  her  maternal  arms, 
and  wiped  the  tears  that  in  abund- 
ance rolled. — To  this  dear  parent  I 
unbofomed  all  my  griefs  — fweet 
pity  melted  in  her  gentle  heart ! — 
but  foon  Ihe  taught  me,  from  the 
mild  reafoning   of  true  religion, 
that  refignation  to  the  will  of  hea- 
ven, from  which  the  inexperienced 
ear  of  youth  too  often  turns, 

I  now  hoped  to  have  devoted 
my  remaining  days  to  watch,  with 
duteous  care,  the  declining  years 

of 
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of  thofe  beloved  parents,  whofe 
tender   afFeftion  for  their  erring 
child  feemed  to  bury  in  oblivion 
all  the  fatal  pall ! — I  flattered  my- 
felf  my  filial  attentions  might  in 
fome  degree   compenfate  for  the 
•difappointment  1  had  caufed  them 
— but  alas  !  —  the  meafure  of  my 
misfortunes  was  yet  to  be  complet- 
ed!-—  too  foon  the  moft  painful 
talk  of  duty  claimed  my  care  ! — .to 
fmooth  the  bed  of  ficknefs  —  to 
alleviate  the  pang  of  death ! — thefe 
were  the  mournful  offices  which 
fucceeded  a  hufband  s  murder! — 
my  father  was  feized  with  a  ma- 
lady,  which  baffled  all  the  power 
of  medicine — it  threatened  imme- 
diate diflblution,  and  prepared  my 

exemplary 
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exemplary  mother  for  an  eternal 
reparation  ! — My  terrors  upon  the 
profpeft  of  an  event  too  certain, 
from  the  rapid   progrefs  of  this 
diforder,  fnperfeded  even  the  anxi- 
ous fears  I  had  fecretly  indulged 
upon  her  account. — The  fymptoms 
of  a  decaying  conftitution  made 
me  anticipate,  with  dread,  a  mo- 
ther's fate  : — but  my  father's  fudden 
and  nearer  danger  engrofTed  every 
fear  and  every  care  for  him  ! — I 
never  quitted  this  dear,  this  dying 
parent  —  but    watched  conftantly 
by  his  bed-fide,  filently  invoking 
heaven   with    fervent    prayers  to 
fpare  his  valued  life. — I  adminif- 
tered    every  remedy   during  the 
fliort    abfcnces    of  my  mother, 

which 
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which  he  received  from  my  hands 
widi  looks  of  fpeechlefs  gratitude 
— had  juft  aflifted  him  to  change 
the  pollnre  of  his  reftlefs  head- 
he. gazed  upon  me  with  expreflive 
tendernefs  —  he  preffed  me  witli 
his  clay-cold  hand — and  in  an  in- 
ftant  breathed  within  my  arms  his 
laft  expiring  figh!  

At  this  awful  moment  my  burn- 
ing foul  feemed  ready  to  break 
through  the  limits  of  mortality, 
and,  quivering  on  the  wings  of  life, 
to  take  its  flight  with  his  who  gave 
me  being  !  —  but  the  recolleftion 
of  a  remaining  claim  upon  my  duty 
baniflied  the  impious  wifli. 

I  fought  my  widowed  mother  in 
an  adjoining  room,   whither  flie 

had 
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had  not  been  long  retired  before 
the  partner  of  her  heart  was  funk 
to  final  flecp  : — (he  was  refting  on 
her  knees,  her  eyes  were  raifed  to 
heaven  ! — but  her  whole  mind,  ani- 
mated by  devotion,  fpoke  in  her 
countenance.  —  I  was  filent,  not 
daring  to  interrupt  her  facred  me 
diration  !  —  at  length,  fuddenly 
turning  towards  me,  as  I  flood 
weeping  by,  fhe  arofe  ;  and,  ten- 
derly wiping  my  trickling  tears— 
^'  I  read,  my  child,  in  your  afflic- 

tion/'  faid  fhe,  alTuming  a  firm- 
nefs  of  voice — "  that  hope  is  now 
^'  no  more  —  thou  haft  doled  a 

flither's  eyes,  Alas,  my  Adelaide'. 

—  how    enviable    the   fate  we 

mourn, — the  dead  arc  happy — 
VOL.  !!•  O  the 
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the  living  only  wretched!  ~I 
have  prayed  for  refignation  ;  and, 
I  thank  heaven,  I  feel  at  this 
moment  its  gracious  fupport— 
loon,  very  foon,  we  iliall  be  re- 
united  —  what  rapture    in  the 
thought,    were  it  not  for  the 
fad  reflection  that  thou  muftbe 
left  an  unprotected  orphan  in  a 
barbarous  world  !  —  but,  my  be- 
loved  daughter,^'  looking  fted- 
faftly  at   me  with  a  penetrating 
eye,  —  "  let  religion  be  thy  guide, 
thy  monitor,  thy  friend  —  and 
thou  wilt  never  mifs  the  empty 
fliade  of  friendiliip/^ 
I  could  only  anfwer  with  my 
icars  —  flie   ftrained  me  to  her 
arms,  and  thus  continued  —  "  for- 
bear,  my  child,  to  move  me  — 

my 
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^  my  rcfolution  fliakcs  —  I  mud 
withdraw  a  little  to  confirm  my 
ftrength  of  mind,  but  will  rejoin 
you  foon,  my  love!'' — So  lay- 
ing, this  incomparable  woman,  re- 
commending me  tenderly  to  the 
care  of  a  faithful  and  favouj  ite  do- 
meftic,  who  had  been  my  nurfc, 
and  ordering  not  to  be  interrupted 
imlefs  (he  rang  her  bell,  retired  to 
her  clofet,  where  flie  continued 
fome  hours. — As  flie  had  taken  no 
refrefliment  lince  the  m.orning,  1 
began  to  be  anxious  when  the 
hour  of  feven  ftruck — I  ventured 
to  approach  the  door,  notwith- 
ftanding  her  prohibition,  and  gently 
rapt — flie  opened  it  herfelf — her 
face  was  pale,  her  voice  was  Ian- 
O  2  guid ; 
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g^iid ; — but  Ihe  endeavoured  to  af- 
fume  a  cheerful  afpedt.  —  Ninon 
followed  me  with  a  bouillon ;  Ihe 
fwallowed  it  in  compliance  with  my 
entreaties ;  but  alTured  me,  prefTmg 
my  hand^  that  Ihe  found  herfelf 
drowfy,  and  the  compofure  of  fleep 
was  all  Ihe  wanted. — I  urged  her  to 
go  to  bed  ;  but  fhe  preferred  reft- 
ing  on  a  couch  in  her  clofet — we 
afTifted  her  in  recHning  upon  it; 
and^  in  oppofition  to  her  entreaties 
that  I  would  leave  her^  I  -  placed 
myfelf  at  her  feet  to  watch  her 
numbers— (lie  raifed  her  head  from 
the  pillow,  fixed  upon  me  a  hea- 
venly animated  fmile,  w^hich  I 
never  fliall  forget  —  and  funk  into 
a  gentle  fleep. — I  contemplated  the 

fweet 
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f\veet  fcrcnity  of  her  countenance 
till  the  fliades  of  night  obfcured 
her  from  my  view  —  Ninon  was 
approaching  with  a  light,  but  I 
waved  my  hand,  and  pointed  to 
her  to  place  it  in  the  antichamber. 
• — Another  hour  I  watched,  till  two 
or  three  deep  fighs  made  me  fear 
fhe  flept  uneafy  ;  I  fetched  the  can- 
dle ;  and,  putting  it  on  a  cabinet, 
made  a  gentle  effort  to  turn  her ; 
her  hands  were  cold  and  clammy, 
and  big  drops  of  water  ran  down 
her  face  ; — terrified,  I  fcreamed  — 
Ninon  flew  from  the  adjoining 
room — the  good  Ninon,  who  in- 
ftantly  difcovered  the  fatal  truth, 
attempted  to  pour  a  cordial  into 
her  mouth,  but  ineffcclually  !  — 
O  3  her 
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her  jaw  was  fixed,  and  her  eyes 
clofed  for  ever  ! — Novv^  was  my 
mifery  complete !  and  one  fatal 
day  deprived  me  of  thofe  dear  pro- 
testors I  had  fo  late  regained  !  —  I 
continued  fome  days  in  a  ftate  of 
ftupefaflion  —  nor  could  all  the 
affediionate  zeal  of  my  poor  Ninon 
diiTipate  my  grief.  — The  arrival  of 
Monfieur  de  Tourville,  the  nephew 
of  my  father,  roufed  me  from  this 
lethargy  of  woe — I  could  not  refufe 
to  fee  him ;  he  was  appointed  folc 
executor ;  and  from  him  I  was 
obliged  to  learn  thedeciiion  of  the 
will.  I  found  my  unfortunate  mar- 
riage had  entirely  altered  my  fa- 
therms  plan  in  regard  to  the  dif- 
pofition  of  his  fortune:  — but  he 

bequeathed 
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tequeathed  every  thing  to  mc,  on 
condition  that  I  accepted  the  hand 
of  his  nephew — otherwife,  I  was 
only  entitled  to  a  third  of  his 
money :  the  remainder,  with  his 
eflates,  devolved  to  Monfieur  de 
Tourville,  in  cafe  of  my  refufah 
I  need  not  mention  this  was  the 
deftined  hiifband  of  my  father's 
choice — Had  my  dear  parents  fur- 
vived  my  term  of  mourning,  it  was 
no  doubt  their  intention  to  prefent 
again  this  long  -  felefted  lover  to 
my  acceptance ;   but  their  tender 
confideration  for  a  grief,  which, 
though  I  never  ventured  to  ex- 
prefs,  was  yet  vifible  in  my  coun- 
tenance, prompted  them  to  forbear 
O  4  touch  In  c!* 
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touching  on  a  fubjed  which  miift 
wound  a  yet  bleeding  heart. 

My  coufin  was  a  man  of  figure 
and  addrefs ;  and  feemed  little  pre- 
pared for  the  indignity  of  a  fecond 
rejedlion.  However,  as  I  had  un- 
alterably determined  never  again 
to  yield  my  widowed  hand,  I  hcfi- 
tated  not  to  affure  him,  that  though 
I  efteemed  his  character,  and  re- 
vered my  father's  choice,  yet,  from 
an  inviolable  attachment  to  the 
memory  of  my  hufband,  I  never 
could  enter  into  a  fecond  engage- 
ment ;  adding,  that  I  voluntarily 
fubmitted  to  the  refignation  of  ''a 
forfeit  fortune ;  wifliing  him  with 
another  that  happinefs  which  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  a  broken  heart 

to 
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to  beftow  !  —  The  unconditional 
money  1  found  myfclf  intitled  to 
was  amply  fufficient  to  procure  me 
every  elegance  of  life/  were  I  capa- 
ble, in  the  dejedled  ftate  of  my 
mind,  to  enjoy  affluence;  and  I 
murmured  not  at  a  decifion  which 
my  breach  of  duty  had  fully  jufti- 
fied. — My  fpirits,  fubdued  by  re- 
peated misfortunes,  fought  fhelter 
from  the  world  in  retirement  and 
devotion. 

Pardon  me  if  I  have  dwelt  too 
minutely  on  a  detail  you  exadled 
from  me.  —  The  recital  of  calami- 
ties, fo  recently  endured,  have  in- 
advertently flowed  from  the  pen  of 
forrow. 

Thus, 
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Thus,  my  beloved  Henrietta^^ 
have  I  revealed  each  circumftance 
of  my  yet  Ihort  life;  and  proved^ 
by  my  fatal  experience,  the  punifli- 
ments  that  wait  on  filial  difobedi- 
ence !  — Your  affedion  alone  is  left 
to  attach  me  to  the  world. — ^Difap- 
pointed  in  the  tendereft  love  — 
torn  from  the  afliduities  of  duty  — 
what  tie  but  that  of  friendlhip  yet 
remains !  —  If,  after  a  tale  of  woe 
like  mine,  you  can  propofe  any 
pleafure  in  the  fociety  of  its  un- 
fortunate heroine,  I  will  confent  to 
forfake  for  you  a  feclufion  which, 
when  I  entered,  I  never  meant  to 
quit.  —  But  fpare  me,  my  Hen- 
rietta, the  pang  of  witneffing  thofe 
folemn  rites  which  would  recall  a 

day 
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day  to  my  remembrance  I  would 
for  ever  banifli  from  my  thoughts — • 
I  will  obey  the  firft  fummons  that 
proclaims  you  a  happy  wife. — On 
my  devoted  head  may  every  mifery, 
refulting  from  an  ill-fated  marriage, 
have  juftly  been  exhaufted. 

On  your  propitious  hymen  may 
fmiling  peace,  domeftic  harmony, 
and  mutual  love,  for  ever  wait; 
and  time  alone  diflblve  the  tender 
union ! 

Such  are  the  vvifhes  —  fuch  the 
ardent  prayers  of 

The  unfortunate. 

But  faithful, 

Adelaide. 
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When  Madame  de  St.  Aubin, 
whom  we  Ihall  hereafter  diftinguifli 
by  that  name,  which  fhe  now  re- 
fumed,  had  made  the  Marchionefs 
partaker  of  this  interefting  difco- 
very,  fhe  requefted  permiffion  to 
prefent  Auguftus  in  his  new  cha- 
rafter. — Julia  blufhed,  from  the 
recoUeclion  of  their  laft  interview, 
but  could  not  refufe  admittance  to 
the  fon  of  her  beloved  friend  !  — 
Ihe  approached  her  with  trembling 
awe; — but  flie  fealed  his  pardon 
with  fo  fweet  a  fmile,  and  congra^ 
tulated  him  upon  the  denoue- 
ment of  his  birth  with  fuch  unaf- 
fefted  pleafure,  that  he  felt  reftored 
to  new  life.  —  Not  fo  the  young 
Vifcountcfs" — flie  received  the  in- 

formatioa 


(     205  ) 

formation  with  a  fecrct  mortlfica- 
tlon — her  antipathy  to  Madame  de 
Tourville  predominated  over  the 
pride  of  rank  on  the  occafion. — 
The  confcious  hauteur  and  arrogant 
contempt  flie  had  Ihewn  for  her 
opinion  could  not  reconcile  her  to 
the  refpeft  that  was  due  to  the 
mother  of  her  hufband.  —  She  re- 
turned a  cold  falute  for  her  mater- 
nal embrace ;  and,  with  a  refervcd 
formality,  felicitated  the  new  Vif- 
count  de  St.  Aubin.  —  Auguftus 
approached  Leonora  with  an  air 
of  tender  fatisfadlion,  and  affured 
her  that  his  happinefs,  upon  fo 
llattering  a  difcovery,  derived  its 
fource  from  the  affedtions  of  his 
heart,  fince  it  kad  given  to  him 

the 
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the  moft  amiable  of  mothers,  and 
reftored  that  rank  to  a  lovely  wife 
which  the  late  uncertainty  of  his 
defcent   had  cruelly  obfcured.  — 
With  a  fatyrical  fmile  (he  anfwered 
—    That  your  dubious  birth  is 
thus  decided  with  the  array  of 
exterior  honours  —  I  rejoice  for 
your  own  fake — it  was  otherwife 
■''^  totally  indifferent  to  the  daughter 
of  the  Baron  de  Neuville,  w^ho, 
refledling  fplendour  by  her  own 
alliance,  could  not  be  herfelf  de- 
graded/^ — With  this  equivocal 
reply  fhe  turned  haughtily  away, 
and  retired  from  the  joyous  buz  of 
gratulations  in  which  her  incon- 
'Rant  heart  bore  fo  little  fliare. — 
The  Marquis,  the  Marchionefs,  and 

their 
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tlielr  brother,  offered  their  compli- 
ments on  the  occafion  with  well- 
counterfeited  fatisfaflion;  but  Mon- 
fieur  and  Madame  de  Senangcs 
fj^mpathized  in  this  event  with  all 
the  natural  warmth  of  undiffemblcd 
friendship. 

As  the  next  day  was  to  be  the 
day  of  general  feparation,  the  lovely 
widow,  whofe  every  adtion  w^as  re* 
gulated  by  the  moil  fcrupulous  and 
delicate  propriety,  had  predeter- 
mined to  pay  her  Ions  the  refpeifl 
of  appearing  at  the  table,  and  to 
pafs  the  laft  evening  in  the  public 
fociety  of  her  friends. — The  inte- 
refting  event  which  had  opened  to 
her  beloved  Tourville  a  fcene  of 
prefent  rapture  and  fliture  compen*- 

fation 
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fation  for  a  life  of  forrow,  by  the 
unhoped-for  reftoration  of  a  long- 
loft  fon^  gave  to  her  depreffed  heart 
a  ray  of  foothing  pleafure,  and  fhe 
joined  the  aflembly  in  the  faloon 
with  an  air  of  contentment,  if  not 
of  happinefs. — She  entered  with  that 
unaffuming,  natural  dignity,  which 
was    infeparable   from  her  every 
movement;  and  advanced  to  meet 
the  Marchionefs,  with  whom  the 
prefent  was  the  firft  interview.  — 
This  haughty  woman  was  prepared 
to  view  her  with  the  arrogance  of 
rival  charms   and  jealous  confe- 
quence  ;  —  but  the  fvveet  fmlle  that 
beamed  benignant  in  the  eyes  of 
Julia,   and   animated   the  magic 
graces  of  her  features^    had  the 

w^ondrous 
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wondrous  power  to  fubdue,  by  a 
momentary  impulfeof  confcious  in- 
feriority, that  vain  pride  which 
fwelled  her  heart. — But  envy  foon 
difpelled  the  tranfient  virtue  —  and 
Julia's  beauty,  too  radiant  for  the 
eye  of  malice,  effaced  the  impreflion 
that  her  condefcenfion  had  made. 

When  flie  approached  the  young 
Vifcountefs  with  her  congratula- 
tions fhe  affeilionately  embraced 
her — "  Joy  to  my  Leonora,"  Ihe 
foftly  faid  :  —  may  the  event  of 
"  this  interefting  day  be  a  prelude 

to  future  added  bleffings  —  and 

may  Madame  de  St.  Aubin,  as  flie 
^'  is  the  lovelieft,  be  long  the  hap- 

pieft  of  wives   

VOL.  II.        P  Leonora, 
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Leonora,  from  the  confcious  re- 
proaches of.  her   own  ungrateful 
mind,  looked  evidently  abalhed — 
ihe  bluihed  her  thanks,  and  turned 
from  the  Marchionefs  with  embar- 
rafled  precipitation. — The  anxious 
mother  of  Auguftus,  drawing  him 
apart  to  have  a  fhort  conference 
with  him  previous  to  the  hour  of 
general   meeting,    mildly  rcmon- 
itrated  with  him  upon  his  negleds 
towards  his  fair  wife  :  —  Think 
not,  my  fon,''  faid  flie,  "  that 
I  mean  to  ufurp,  from  parental 
privilege,  controul  over  your  ac- 
^'  tions:  —  hear  me  not  as  a  mo- 
^'  ther,  but  the  tendereft  friend: — 
one  who  would  guide  you  through 

"  the 
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the  intricate  path  obfcured  by 
guilty  paflion! — Let  not  the  iin- 
^'  fortunate  prepoffcflion  of  -your 
^'  heart  influence  you  to  treat  Leo- 
nora  with  cruel  difregard — you 
received  her  from  the  hand  of  a 
doating  father  - — he  repofed  in 
^'  you  implicit  confidence— he  re- 
figned  to  you  his  deareft  trea- 
^'  fure! — be  faithful  to  the  trufl!  — 
beware  of  fetting  her  an  example 
of  indifference,  which,  in  wound- 
"  ing  her  tendernefs,  may  betray 
''her  into  fome  fatal  weaknefs !  — 
^'  Let  your  ftrift  adherence  to  the 
folemn  vows  which  joined  you 
at  the  altar  prefcrve  her  faith 
^'inviolate!  —  let  her  find  in  her 
• '  hufband  the  prote-flor  of  her  in- 
P  2  nocence 
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nocence  —  the  guardian  of  her 
honour!'' — She  paufed — '^I  bow 
to  your  merited  rebukes/'  repHed 

Auguftus,  confcious  of  my  er- 
ror.  —  Yes,  Madam,  my  heart, 
enflaved  even  to  fafcination  by 
one  too  lovely  objedt,  has  forgot 
the  duties  which  engaged  him  in 
a  voluntary  union  to  another.  — 
The  mind  which  derives  from 
you  its  being  Ihall  learn  to  emu- 
late  your  virtues.  —  From  Ade- 
laide's  unprecedented  wrongs  her 
fon  fliall  learn  the  juftice  due  to 
Leonora.  —  My  future  condu6l 
lhall  atone  my  fault;  and  though 

"  my  afFedions  are  irrevocably  fix- 
ed,  never  will  they  tempt  me  to 
betray  the  vow  which  honour 

renders 
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renders  binding.  —  Oh,  my  fweet 
monitrefs raifing  to  his  lips 
Madame    de    St.  Aubin's  hand, 
never  can  my  mother  plead  in 
vain!"  —  She  fmiled  upon  Au- 
guftus  with  fond  delight,  while  the 
tear  of  pleafure  trickled  from  her 
eye. — With  thefe   tender  impref- 
fions  he  followed  her  into  the  faloon. 

The  etiquette  of  the  feparate 
routes  which  the  parting  families 
were  to  take  had  been  previoufly 
fettled — Monfieur  and  Madame  de 
St.  Aubin  were  to  return  to  the 
Baron  de  Neuville's,  when  the  Mar- 
chionefs  and  their  mother  accom- 
panied the  Count  and  Countefs  to 
Senanges. 

P  3  Auguftus 
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Auguftus  fecretly  rejoiced  in  his 
approaching  departure,  as  the  vici- 
nity of  the  Baron's  manfion  to  that 
of  the  Count  would  give  him  fre- 
quent ^opportunities  of  beholding 
his  adored  Julia;  but  Leonora,  with 
regret,  quitted  a  fpot  which,  from 
the  dangerous  prefencc  of  Henry 
de  SollTons,  was  become  too  intc- 
lefting  —  (lie  dreaded  to  encounter 
the  penetrating  eye  of  a  father 
whofe  virtuous  precepts,  the  fatal 
principles  flie  had  now  imbibed, 
taught  her  to  confidcr  as  the  fevere 
reftrittions  of  rigorous  age. 

The  new  Marchlonefs  and  the 
ill-judging  Leonora  attempted  not 
lo  conceal  the  mutual  reiuclance 
with  v/hich  they  parted  ;  but  openly 

lamented 
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famcnted  that  the  dull  foriiis  of 
duty  which  recalled  the  latter  to 
her  father  obliged  them  to  fub- 
mit  to  a  temporary  reparation. — 
And,  without  even  referring  to  the 
opinion  of  Auguftus,  flie  promifed 
to  join  the  Marchionefs  at  Paris  the 
moment  fhe  could  releafe  herfelf 
from  parental  bondage. — -Monfieur 
de  St.  Aubin  obferved,  with  afto- 
nifhment,  an  affectation  of  levity 
of  which  he  had  hitherto  thought 
the  innocent  heart  of  Leonora  inca- 
pable. At  firft  he  confidered  this 
newly-affumed  charader  as  an  art- 
ful manoeuvre  to  recall  his  atten- 
tions. Confcious  of  having  treated 
her  with  indifference  he  fecretly 
reproached  himfclf  with  his  ingra- 
in 4  titude 
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titude  to  a  wife  who  he  imagined 
truly  loved  him;  and  determined 
to  render  himfelf  more  worthy  her 
affeftions .  — Little  did  he  conceive 
the  attachment  Ihe  had  profefled 
for  him  capable  of  change  ;  much 
lefs  could  he  fufpedt  that  fhe  had 
already  transferred  her  inconftant 
heart  to  his  unworthy  rival !  — He 
took  her  tenderly  by  the  hand  — 
Permit  me  to  hope^  my  Leonora/' 
faid  he,  ^'  that  there  are  ties  even 
ftronger  than  parental  ones ;  and 
that,  Ihould  the  converfe  of  a  fa- 
^'  ther  grow  infipid,  the  attentions 
of  a  hulband  may  reftore  to  foli- 
tude  its  former  charms." — With- 
drawing her  hand  with  a  haughty 
air,  which  fhe  changed  into  a  fmile 

of 
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of  contempt — Perhaps,  Sir,"  faid 
fhe, thofc  attentions  may  be  found 
under  the  roof  of  the  Baron  de 
Neuville,  fince  they  followed  us 
not  to  the  Chateau  de  Soiflbns/' — • 
Monfieurde  St.  Aubin,  ftruck  with 
the  juftice  of  this  rebuke,  made  no 
reply.  —  Julia,  though  unobferved, 
partook  of  his  confulion  ;  and  too 
well  convinced  flie  had  been  herfelf 
the  innocent  but  fatal  caufe  of  his 
indifference,  felt  upon  her  cheek  a 
confcious  glow,  and  in  her  eye  a 
trembling  tear! — She  conceived  that 
Leonora  entertained  a  fecret  jealoufy 
on  her  account  —  but  it  was  a  real 
mifapprehenfion  which  the  delicacy 
of  her  fentiments  occafioned ;  the 
conducl  of  thefe  unfortunate  and  vir- 
tuous 
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tuous  lovers  was  too  guarded  to'*' 
create  even  the  lhadow  of  fufpicion. 

The  Baron  embraced  his  children 
at  their  return  with  tranfport. — He 
had  conftantly  received  immediate 
intimation  of  the  minuted  events  re- 
lative to  the  difcovery  made  by  the 
late  Marquis^  who  had  honourably 
confided  with  the  Baron,  previous 
to  their  marriage^  the  important  fe- 
cret  of  his  adopted  fon's  myfterious 
birth. 

An  exprefs  having  informed  Mon- 
fieur  de  Neuville  the  preceding  day 
of  the  real  name  and  defcent  of  Au- 
guftus,  he  welcomed  him  mofi  af- 
feftionately  ;  rejoicing,  for  his  fake, 
that  the  cloud  which  had  obfcured^ 
his  fate  fome  days  v/as  fo  happily 

difperfed. 
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diiperled. — In  vain  the  Vifcount  cn* 
dcavoured,  by  tender  and  conftant 
aflidulties,  to  raifc  the  drooping  fpi- 
rits  of  his  wife — fhe  received  ihem 
with  forbidding  coldnefs,  and  even 
appeared  difgufted  by  all  his  at- 
tempts to  pleafe  her  :  his  reign  was 
paft — his  power  no  more ! — the  fud- 
den  impreflion  to  which  her  eafy 
heart  had  yielded  was  quite  extin- 
guifhed  by  a  ftronger  flame — that 
iranfient  love  which  once  flie  bore 
Auguftus  now  warmed  her  bofom 
with  a  guilty  paflion  ! 

The  partial  fondnefs  of  a  father 
loon  perceived  this  change  in  Leo- 
nora ;  with  anxious  forrow  he 
nmrked  the  fettled  gloom  upon  her 
brow; — that  fwectnefs  which  once 

gave 


(     220  ) 

gave  added  graces  to  her  beauty  had 
yielded  place  to  lowering  difcon- 
tent.  The  Baron  ftridly  fcrutinized 
the  condudt  of  his  fon,  and  could 
find  no  fource  for  her  difpleafure 
in  the  mod  unremitted  attentions 
of  a  hulband.  —  He  reproved  her 
one  day  for  an  alteration  of  humour 
fo  extraordinary  and  unreafon- 
able  —  inflead  of  the  gentle  timi- 
dity with  which  flie  was  accuftomed 
to  receive  his  admonitions,  fhe  re- 
plied, widi  a  fpirit  that  aftonifhed 
him,  that  fhe  w^as  of  opinion  the 
prerogative  of  a  parent  ceafed  when 
a  hufband's  reign  commenced;  to 
whom  alone  Ihe  now  confidered 
herfelf  accountable  for  any  of  her 
aftions.  —  She  quitted  him  at  the 

clofc 
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clofe  of  this  fpeech,  and  left  the 
good  old  man  in  a  confternation 
not  to  be  defcribed  ! —  He  ordered 
his  carriage,  after  deliberating  a 
few  moments,  and  repaired  to  the 
Chateau  de  Senanges,  where  he 
requefted  a  private  interview  with 
Madame  de  St.  Anbin.  With 
tears  he  lamented  this  fudden  and 
amazing  alteration  of  temper  in  his 
daughter,  whofe  mildnefs  of  difpo- 
lition,  and  dutiful  afteclion  for 
him,  had  formed  the  moft  amiable 
traits  of  her  character. — Madame 
de  St.  Aubin  confelTed  that  flie  had, 
with  concern,  made  the  fame  obfer- 
vation ;  and  attributed  a  deport- 
ment fo  different  from  her  gentle- 
nefs  of  nature  to  the  unfortunate 

intimacy 
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intimacy  Ihe  had  contrafted  with 
the  new  Marchionefs  de  Soiffons. 
She  warned  him  by  all  means  to 
flop  in  its  infancy  the  progrefs  of 
an  acquaintance  which  had  already 
proved  its  dangerous  influence  over 
the  unguarded  heart  of  unfufpicious 
innocence.  —  The  Baron  returned 
home  with  a  full  refolution  to  fol- 
low Madame  de  St.  Aubin's  ad- 
vice, and  to  prohibit  any  further 
intercourfe  with  fo  deceitful  a 
friend — but  how  was  he  chagrined 
to  find  that  the  young  Vifcountefs 
had  been  f^t  out  for  Paris  half  an 
hour  before  his  arrival,  incompli- 
ance with  the  requeft  of  the  Mar- 
chionefs de  Soiflbns,  who  came 
herfelf  to  fetch  her.  He  immedi- 
ately 
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ately  inquired  whether  Monfieur 
de  St.  Aubhi  had  accompanied  his 
daughter;  but  was  informed  that 
he  w^as  not  yet  returned  from  the 
chacc,  and  that  Madame  was  only 
attended  by  her  woman  and  one 
domeftic. 

The  Baron  waited  with  impa- 
tience his  fon^s  return ;  who  no 
fooner  entered  than  he  cxpreflcd 
his  difatisfadtion  at  the  conduct 
of  Leonora.  The  Vifcount,  equally 
furprifed  and  concerned  at  this 
extraordinary  ftep,  attempted  to 
vindicate  an  a6lion  his  heart  to- 
tally difapproved ; — but  the  Baron, 
too  thoroughly  exafperated  agalnft 
'her,  told  him  that,  though  in  plead- 
ing for  his  wife  he  proved  his  affec- 
tion 
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tion  and  tendernefs,  yet  regard  for 
his  own  honour  fhould  urge  him  to 
exert  a  proper  fpirit  upon  the  occa- 
lion^  and  to  forbid  the  imprudent 
continuance  of  a  friendfhip  aheady 
fo  fatal  in  its  effedts,  Monfieur  de 
St.  Aubln^  convinced  by  thefe  argu- 
ments, refolved  to  fet  out  the  next 
morning  to  prevail  upon  Leonora 
to  "accompany  him  home.  The 
Baron  applauded  his  intention,  and 
impatiently  waited  the  expected 
return  of  his  daughter.  Monfieur 
de  St.  Aubin  found  his  fair  wife 
engaged  in  a  crowd  of  company, 
who  v/ere  fluttering  round  her  toi- 
let. The  Chevalier  de  Soiflbns  was 
the  envied  man  who  feemed  ho- 
noured with  her  moft  peculiar  no- 
tice ; 
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tice;  he  was  breathing  adulation 
in  her  ear,  when  Monfieur  de  St. 
Aubin,  being  announced,  inftantly 
entered  her  drefling-room.  Her 
countenance,  which  had  been  ani- 
mated with  the  pride  of  beauty  and 
the  homage  of  its  votaries,  now 
became  tinged  with  the  glow  of 
indignation,  and  her  brow  lowered 
with  the  frown  of  refcntment.  The 
Vifcount  affedled  a  gay  unconcern, 
faluted  the  company  witli  his  accuf- 
tomed  eafe,  and  prcfented  to  Leo- 
nora a  letter  from  her  father. — She 
half  perufed  it ;  then,  tofling  it  care- 
Iclsly  upon  the  toilet,  flie  told  her 
woman  to  put  the  dull  epiftle  by  ; 
and  that,  if  ever  fhe  found  her  in 
a  moralizing  humour,  (he  might  re- 
voL.  II.  mind 


(  226  ; 

mind  her  of  the  infipid  leflbn,  when 
it  would  be  more  efiicacious  than 
at  prefent :   then  turning  to  her 
lord  —  "  I  find/'  faid  Ihe,  "  that 
you  have  been  perfuaded  by  the 
Baron  de  Neuville  to  expedl  my 
return  with  you  :  tell  him  that 
when  I  am  weary  of  the  joys  of 
public  hfe^    I  fhall  fly  to  the 
afylum  he  generoufly  offers  me  ; 
but,  that  I   am   pofitively  fo 
tired  of  fylvan  fcenes  and  do- 
meftic  circles,  that  I  fliall  remain 
at  prefent  where  1  am/'  —  The 
Chevalier  de  Soiffons  thought  pro- 
priety now  required  his  abfenee  : 
and,  bowing  to  the  Vifcountefs  and 
Marchionefs,    he  took  his  leave, 
Avith  a  conceited  flirug   of  the 

flioulders. 
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Ihoiilders,  and  a  farcaftic  fmile  at 
the  latter.  His  example  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  whole  train  of  petit 
maitres,  who  formed  this  trifling 
group.  — The  Marchionefs  only* 
remained — (lie  was  departing  ;  but 
a  fignificant  nod  from  Leonora  de- 
termined her  to  ftay,  even  in  defi- 
ance of  the  Vifcount's  wafli  to  be 
left  alone  with  her  friend^  which 
he  exprefled  by  holding  the  door 
open  in  his  hand  for  her  to  pafs. 

See,  Sir/'  faid  Madame  de  St. 
Aubin,  rifing  and  traverfing  the 
room  with  agitation,       to  what 

your  intrufion  has  expofed  me! — ^ 
^-  you  have  fucceeded  in  rendering 

us  both  ridiculous :    could  no 

other  inllant  but  theprefent  have 
0^2  ^'  been 
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been  favourable  to  the  caprices 
of  a  father?  How  abfjrd!  to 
expect    a  young  and  married 

"  woman  will  fubmit  to  the  hu- 
mours  of  old  age^  and  live  im- 
mured  in  folitude,  v\^hile  youth, 

^  rank,  and  beauty,  all  combine 
to  make  the  world  delightful  ! — 
If  you,  Sir,  have  imbibed,  from 
the  Baron's  arguments,  fuch  ob- 
folete  unnatural  maxims,  you 
will  find  yourfelf  deceived  and 
difappointed;  fince  I  am  refolved 
to  retrieve    loft    pleafures  by 

^'  partaking  amply  of  every  amufe- 

^'  ment  from  which  I  have  hi- 
therto  been  fecluded/'  —  In- 
deed/'  cried  the  Marchionefs, 
it  is  high  time  Madame  de  St. 

Aubin 
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^'  Aubln  fhould  be  allowed  a  choice 
of   her  own  ;  and  fhe  cannot 
confer  on  me  a  greater  obligation 
than  by  permitting  me  to  intro- 
"  duce  fuch  an  ornament  to  the 
world/' —    Madam/'  interrupt- 
ed Auguftus,     were  theVifcountefs 
"  de  St.  Aubin  of  a  birth  and  rank 
*^  fo  obfcure  as  to  require  the  coun- 
tcnancc  of  a  lady  who  claims 
"  only  from  her  title  an  imaginary 
equality  with  herfelf,  then  an  in- 
troduftion^  evenunderthe  lhadow 
of  fuch  a  wing,  might  reflect  a 
fuperficial  honour.  —  But  fmce 
Leonora  de  Neuville  claims,  by 
"  the  blood  from  which  fhe  fprings, 
a  reception  in  the  mod  diftin- 
^'  guilhed  circles   of  the  great, 

0^3  " 
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^^  .fhe  needs  no  borrowed  luftre/' — 
The  rage  of  the  Marchionefs  was 
too  great  for  utterance  —  it  fpoke 
only  in  the  vivid  lightning  of  her 
eyes. — Auguftus,  turning  to  Leo- 
nora, thus  proceeded  :  —  ''If  you 
have  a  wifli  to  make  fonie  refi- 
dence  in  Paris,  fufFer  me  to  pre- 
pare  a  iituation  more  eligible  in 
^'  a  habitation  of  your  own  :  —  re- 
turn  only  with  me  to  an  expe6t- 
ing  father,  and  you  fliall  com- 
mand  my  adions  and  my  for- 
tune/'  —  "  No,  Sir/'  replied 
Madame  de  St.  Aubin  with  indio;* 
nation,   "  \  am  refolutely  deter- 
mined  not  to  quit  this  houfe  till 
you  have  provided  a  manfion  fit 
for  my  reception. — The  friend- 

fliip 
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fliip  of  Madame  dc  Soiflbns  will 
more  than  compcnfate  the  imrca- 
fonable  difplcafure  of  a  father.— 
Farewell,  Sir;  the  March ioncfs's 
carriage  waits;  we  are  engaged-^— 
excufe  my  abrupt  departure.'' — 
She  turned  from  him  with  an  air 
of  compofed  haughtinefs ;  and  Sr. 
Aubin  was  fo  aftoniflicd  and  con- 
founded at  her  ftubborn  rcfidance, 
that  he  permitted  her  to  lead,  and 
her  companion  to  follow,  without 
interruption  :    he  therefore  threw 
himfelf  into  his  chariot,  and  re- 
turned overwhelmed   with  difap- 
pointment  to  the  retreat  of  the  Ba- 
ron, who,  attracted  by  the  rapid 
found  of  wheels,  was  looking  from 
a  window.  —  Unprepared  for  the 
0^4  abfolute 
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abfolute  refufal  of  his  daughter, 
he  had  formed  his  naturally  placid 
countenance  into  an  awful  frown 
to  meet  the  beauteous  fugitive  :  it 
was  not  difpelled  upon  the  Vif- 
count's  informing  him  in  the  fofteft 
terms  that  he  found   Leonora  fo 
very  anxious  to  continue  a  few 
dayf  in  Paris ;  he  could  not  refill 
her  entreaties.    The  Baron  fliook 
his  head  —  "  Auguftus/'  faid  he, 
^'  you  will  repent  this  weak«efs ; 
Ihe  impofes  on  your  eafy  nature^ 
and  triumphs  in  her  power; — but 
^*  believe  me^  in  yielding  againft 
ydur  judgment  to  the  extrava- 
gant  wifhes  of  a  wife^  you  hoard 
up  a  future  fund  of  wretchednefs 
for  both  !  —  Yet^  if  no  perfuafion 

will 
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will  prevail  upon  the  rcfraftory 
girl  to  return  without  abfolute 
conipulfion  to  this  tranquil  fcene, 
^'  I  cannot  fee  her  innocence  be- 
come  the  prey  of  fo  vitiated  a 
woman  as  the  Marchionefs.  —  I 
will  myfelf  accompany  you  to 
Paris,  when  a  houfe  is  procured 
fit  for  our  reception. — Let  us 
hallen,  my  fon,  to  proteft  her 
virtue  from  the  wily  fnares  of 
^'  vice,  difguifed  under  the  mafk 
of  plcafure,  and  fnatch  her  from 
deftrudion  V  —  Th?  Vifcount 
bowed  a  filent  alTent ;  the  habita- 
tion of  the  Baron  had  charms  for 
him,  which  he  could  not  think  of 
refigning  without  regret ;  yet  his 
reafon  could  not  but  approve  of 

the 
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the  propofal :  —  the  maitre  d^hotei^ 
therefore,    was  charged  with  the 
commiffion  of  fixing  upon  an  ele- 
gant houfe^  completely  furnifhed 
with  the  utmoft  difpatch.  —  The 
next  day  the  Count  de  Senanges 
and  Madame  de  St.  Aiibin  vifited 
the  Baron  :  the  Countefs  quitted 
not  the  beauteous   widow^  who, 
from  motives  of  pnidence  rather 
than  decorum,  declined  being  of 
the  party — fhe  could  notfhun  with- 
out   particularity   the  dangerous 
prefence  of  Auguftus,  at  Senanges; 
but  llie  delicately  refolved,  under 
pretence  of  a  neceffary  retirement, 
during  the  firft  days  of  her  mourn- 
ing, to  abfent  herfelf  even  from 
the  Baron's,  and  thereby  to  avoid 

fucceffive 
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fucceffive  meetings.  —  Madame  de 
St.  Aubin  condoled  with  Monfieur 
de  Ncuville  upon  the.  pofitive  dif- 
obedience  of  their  daughter,  but 
endeavoured  to  tranquilize  his  fpi- 
rits  by  the  flattering  prediction, 
that  her  reformation  would  be  as 
rapid  as  her  perverfion  had  been. 
She  mentioned  the  defign  of  the 
Count  to  remove  fpeedily  to  Paris 
with  his  family,  which  would  na- 
turally point  out  Madame  de  Se- 
nanges  as  the  perfon  to  introduce 
the  young  Vifcountefs  with  proper 
eclat ;  and  that,  by  indulging  her 
inclinations  for  gaiety  within  the 
rcftrldions  of  reafon  and  innocence, 
it  would  be  found  lefs  difficult  to 
jillienate  her  from  the  uneligible 

fricndfliip 
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friendfhip  of  the  artful  Marchio- 
nefs. — Auguftus  heard,  with  an  ir- 
refiftible  pleafure,  that  the  objedt 
of  his  adoration  was  to  be  relident 
in  Paris,  during  his  attendance 
there  upon  his  wife ;  and  that,  un- 
der pretence  of  paying  his  duty  to 
his  mother,  he  might  fometimes  be 
admitted  into  the  prefence  of  his 
Julia.  —  In  a  week  the  Baron's 
hotel  was  in  readinefs  for  his  recep- 
tion, when,  accompanied  by  the 
Vifcount,  he  fet  out  for  Paris ; 
where,  upon  his  arrival,  hefcnt  an 
immediate  fummons  for  Leonora, 
who  was  engaged  in  a  large  party 
to  the  theatre  that  evening.  Pro- 
voked and  mortified  at  an  event 
for  which  fhe  was  yet  unprepared, 

(lie 
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iRe  difpatchcd  a  meffage  to  hef 
father,  informing  him  chat  her 
avocations  that  day  were  fo  nu- 
merous fhe  found  it  impo/Tible  to 
©bey  his  commands  till  the  after- 
noon, when  fhe  would  not  fail 
to  pay  her  duty  in  her  way  to  the 
new  comedy,  —  The  rage  of  the 
Baron  is  not  to  be  defcribed  —  his 
firft  impulfe  tempted  him  to  fly  in- 
ftantly  to  the  hotel  de  SollTons,  to 
load  her  with  reproaches^  and  to 
infift  upon  her  immediate  return 
with  him. 

But  the  perfuafions  of  AuguftuS 
(who  by  this  time  knew  too  well 
the  irritating  temper  of  his  wife), 
prevailed  upon  him  to  wait  with 
patience  for  her  voluntary  arrirval. 
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—At  length  Ihe  was  announced, 
preceded  by  the  March  ionefs, 
without  whof^  attendance,  not- 
withftanding  her  acquired  fpirit, 
flie  wanted  the  courage  to  appear 
before  her  offended  father.  — 
She  endeavoured  to  affume  an  air 
of  confidence ;  but,  in  fpite  of 
her  effrontery,  the  dreaded  pre- 
fence  of  her  venerable  parent  awed 
her  tongue  to  iilence.  The  Ba- 
ron fcarcely  deigned  a  bow  to  her 
haughty  and  intruding  companion; 
but,  flovvly  approaching  Leonora, 
he  flood  feme  minutes  fixed  in 
the  forrowful  contemplation  of  her 
figure :  —  flie  had  put  off  her 
mourning  for  the  Maiquis  de  Soif- 
fons  (though  Auguflus  flili  wore 

the 
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the  emblems  of  that  grief  his  heart 
fo  truly  felt)  and  fparkled  in  jewels, 
with  every  ftudied  decoration  of 
finiflied  drefs. 

When  the  Baroq  had  filently  fur- 
veyed  Madame  de  St.  Aubin,  who 
afFe£led  an  air  of  eafe  and  uncon- 
cern, overcome  by  the  mingled 
emotiorts  of  grief/  afFc^ion,  and 
regret,  he   melted  into   tears.  — 

Alas  !  my  mifguided  child  V  he 
cried  in  broken  accents,  could 

I  have  once  conceived  that  the 
"  vanities  of  a  falfe  world  would 

have  allured  thee  from  a  father, 

and  robbed  me  of  my  daugh- 
"  ter?  —  Return,   return    to  the 

fafe    track   of  innocence  from 

which  thy  erring  fteps  would 

lead 
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lead  thee— qint^  quit  the  paths 
of  fatal  diffipation  which  thou 
wilt  find^  too  foon,  are  fown  with 
real  thorns.  — ■  I  have  refigned 

"  thee  to  the  proteflion  of  a  vir- 
tuons  hufband  —  with  him  thou 
mayeft  fecurely  tread  the  walk  of 
public  life,  fpotlefs  thy  honour, 
unimpe^hed  thy  fame.  —  Can 
LeonOrl  willi  for  any  guide  but 
her  Anguftus? — ^^If,  Sir/' replied 

fhe,  reddening,  you  allude  to  the 
preference  I  have  difcovered  for 
the  Marchionefs  de  Soiffons,  I 

"  muft  be  under  the  necefTity  of 
declaring  folemnly  that  no  in- 
fluence  whatever  is  ftrong  enough 
to  diflblve  a  friendQiip  immove- 
able  as  fate! — My  obligations  are 
inexpreflible 


exprcffiblc — but  for  her  I  might 
have  ftill  continued  buried  in 
oblivion,  concealed  in  folitude, 
and  been  denied  the  liberty  which 
free-born  Nature  claims. 

Releafed  from  the  long  cap- 
^'  tivity  of  childhood,  I  am  deter- 
mined  to  aflert  the  prerogative  of 
every  wife,  and  to  enjoy,  unre- 
ftrained,  the  freedom  to  which 
am  entitled/' 

Heaven  forbid,^*  interrupted  ' 
Monfieur  de   St.  Aubin,  taking 
her  by  the  hand,  which  (he  fud- 
denly  withdrew,      that  my  Leo- 
nora  fhould  find  any  unjuftifiable 
oppofition  to  her  pleafures  from 
the  reftraints  of  a  hufband  who 
is  anxious  to  anticipate  thewifhes 
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of  her  heart ;  and^  in  return  for* 
his  attention,  every  mark  of  grate- 
ful  duty  to  the  moft  amiable,  moft 
generous  of  fathers,  will  be  his- 
beft^  his  deareft  recompenfe. — 
The  Baron  de  Neuville,  far  from 
obftruftiiig  your  intrddu6lion  tc 
the  world,  is  Ibjdying  to  pro- 
*^  mbte^'^  with  propriety  — this 
houfe  is  prepared  for  you  —  he 
makes  you  miftrefs  of   it.  — 
The  Countefs  de  Senanges  wall 
foon  arrive  in  Paris ;  fhe  will  be 
happy  to  fhare  in  your  amufe- 
ments/^  - "  Hold,   Sir,'^  ex- 
claimed Madame  de  St.  Aubin^ 
if  I  confent  to  relide  here,  in 
"  compliance  witii  the  rules  of  de- 
corum  and  propriety^  it  is  not 
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with  an  intention  of  giving  up 
thofe  parties  and  acquaintance 
which  1  prefer  from  choice.  — 
Madame  de  Seftanges  is  free  to 
form  her  own  fclcft  fociety  — 
fo  am  I :  —  nor.fliall  I  fubmit  to 
be  didtated  to^  even  by  the  Baron 
de  Neuville  !  —  Buypnic,  Ma- 
dame  de  Soiflbns,'*  X^urning  to 
her  filent  champion,  who  feemed 
to  enjoy,  with  a  malicious  pleafure, 
the  mifchief  (he  had  caufed)  w^e 
fhall  be  late — I  mud  entreat 
your  pardon  for  ^ze  liberty  I 
have  taken  in  detaining  you  with 
my  family  difputes/' — Adieu, 
"  Sir,''  turning  to  her  father,  to- 
^'  morrow  you  may  depend  upon 
my  acquiefcing  with  your  wilhes 
R  2  ~I  lhall 
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— I  fliall  then,  in  obedience  to 
*^  your  commands,  remove  myfelf 
to   this  abode/'  —  With  thefe 
words,    curtfying  ceremonioully, 
Ihe  followed  the  Marchionefs  to 
her  carriage. — A  profound  filence 
fucceeded  their  departure  :  —  At 
length  tli^iJ^aron,  fixing  his  eyes 
with  emotion  on  Auguftus,  broke 
into  this  exclamation  :  —     Is  it 
poflible  !  —  can  I  give  credit  to 
my  fenfes?  —  was  that  a  daugh- 
ter !— or  could  it  be  Leonora  !  — 
Alas !  I  had  a  child ! — who  was 
the  deareft  comfort  of  my  age!— 
the  blufh  of  innocence,  the  glow 
of  artlefs  beauty,  bloomed  on 
her  cherub  cheek  ! — the  milk  of 
^/  fweetnefs  hung  upon  her  tongue. 

4c  _When 
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— When  I  refigned  her  to  thy 
arms,  I  thought  I  had  beftowed 
upon  thy  virtues  a  treafure  that 
"  would  blefs  thee  !  —  But,  alas  ! 
I  find  fhe  was  born  to  curfe 
us  both!''  —  Monfieur   de  St. 
Aubin  attempted  to  confole  the 
Baron,  and  to  vindic^r  a  conduct 
which  he  attributed  tonattered  va- 
nity, to  thoughtlefs  youth,  and  ill- 
placed  friendfhip.   He  promifed  to 
guard,   with  watchful  tendernefs, 
over  her  aftions,  and  to  diffuade 
her,  by  every  endearing  art,  from 
purfuing  in  the  fociety  of  Madame 
de  Soiffons  the  path  of  ruin  ; — not 
doubting  but  that  the  mild  remon- 
ttrances  of  true  affection  would 
work  upon  her  gentle  nature,  and 
R  3  remove 
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remove  the  fafcinating  bandage 
from  her  eyes. 

The  Baron  took  this  opportunity 
to  enter  upon  another  fubje6t  very- 
near  his  heart ;  his  great  foul  could 
not  fupport  the  idea  that  his  family 
Ihould  take  advantage  of  the  late 
Marquis's  generofity,  by  fubmltting 
to  the  acce^ance  of  a  legacy  from 
fuch  unworthy  fuccefibrs. — ^'  Re- 
^'  lign^  my  Auguftus/'  continued 
he,     a  fortune  you  can  never  want 
— let  your  obligations  to  that  beft 
of  men   furvive  his  exiftence 
only  in  your  memory. — Thanks 
^'  to  heaven  I  have  ample  wealth 
to  make  my  children  happy  — 
fhare  it  while  I  live  —  pofTefs  it 
when  I  am  no  more  !" 

St. 
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St.  Aubin,  overcome  with  the  Ba- 
ron's generofity.,  funk  on  one  knee., 
and  bedewed  his  hand  with  tears — 
Oh,  my  father!"  he  cried,  a 
forfaken  outcaft  ! —  abandoned 
even  before  my  birth  by  my 
own  natural  parent  —  how  has 
the  guardian  hand  of  Provi- 
dence  watched  overly  helplefs 
infancy  —  guided  my  path  of 
youth — and,  with  each  ill  of  Hfe, 
has  mingled  bleflingsi — even  iq 
the  hour  when  it  deprived  me 
of  the  paternal  care  of  one  <lear 
proteftor,  it  enfured  to  me  an- 
other  not  lefs  worthy  of  my  gra- 
titude  and  duty.  The  propofal 
you  have  made,  permit  me  to 
R  4  "  confcfs; 


(    248  ) 
confefs,  has  eafed  my  mind  ot 
an  inexpreffible  weight ;  fmce 

^'^  they  are  your  fentiments  I  hefi- 
tate  not  to  acknowledge  they 
have  long  been  mine.  Excluded 
as  I  am  from  the  fucceffion  of  an 
hereditary  patrimony,  by  the  in- 
juftice  of  my  anceftors,  the  pride 
of  birth  yet  animates  my  mind 
with  confcious  honour,  which 
would  prefer  a  noble  poverty  to 
a  bafe  dependence ;  nor  would 
owe  the  riches  equity  might 
claim  to  the  unwilling  hand  of 

•^^  avarice.  An  immediate  reflor- 
ation  of  a  fortune,  the  acceptance 
of  which  has  poignantly  wounded 
my  feelings,  will  complete  my 

f  ^  happinefs :  let  my  future  obliga- 

tions 
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tlons  be   all   confined  to  the 
boundlefs  generofity  of  him  wlio 
has  honoured  me  with  the  name 
of  fon/'    The  Baron  tenderly- 
embraced  the  Vifcount ;  applauded 
his  judgment;  and  it  was  decided 
that  Auguftus,  on  the  fucceeding 
day,  Ihould  refign  all  pretenfions 
to  the  late  Marquis's  liberality,  by 
a  public  declaration.    The  fordid 
Soiflbns^  to  whofe  narrow  foul  a 
fentiment  of  delicacy  and  genero- 
fity was  totally  unknown,  received 
with  furprife,  avidity,   and  tran- 
fport,  fo  welcome  a  propofal.  He 
embraced  Monfieur  de  St.  Aubin, 
and  exprefled,  for  the  firft  time  in 
his  life,  fome  cordial  wifhes  for  his 
profperity  and  happinefs.  Leonora 

returned 
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returned  to  her  hufband  and  her 
father,  with  vifible  reluftance,  fe- 
cretly  refolving  not  to  be  lefs  fre- 
quent in  her  appearances  in  pubh'c. 
Not  all  the  prohibitions  of  the  Ba- 
ron,  nor  the  gentle  remonftrances 
of  Auguftus,  could  prevail  upon 
her  to  avoid  the  Marchionefs ;  her 
obflinate  friendship  for  that  lady 
was  affifted  by  a  ftill  ftronger  in- 
clination —  her  fatal  prepofTeffion 
for  Henry  de  Soiflbns  daily  in- 
creafed.  —  Infatuated  by  an  unre- 
fifted  pafiion,  every  party  in  his 
abfence  was  infipid  ;  he  was  a  con- 
ftant  attendant  on  his  fifter ;  he 
knew  his  power ;  and,  by  his  infi- 
nuating  attentions  to  the  beauteous 
Leonora,    fanned   the  confcious 

flame. 
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flame.  Auguftus  foon  difcovercd, 
notvvithftanding  their  caution  in  his 
pretence,  the  hitherto  unfufpedlcd 
fecret.  He  read,  in  the  mutual 
hinguage  of  their  eyes,  the  fatal 
paffion,  but  determined,  though  it 
increafed  his  vigilance,  to  impofe 
upon  his  lips  eternal  filence.  His 
heart  was  too  tenderly  attached  to 
the  objed  of  his  early  love  to  be 
fcnfible  of  a  jealous  wound  from 
the  idea  of  a  rival;  he  felt^  from  fad 
experience,  the  influence  of  reafon 
could  boaft  but  little  fway  over  the 
irreliftible  affediions  of  the  heart. 
Leonora,  inflead  of  exciting  his 
refentment,  claimed  his  generous 
pity;  and,  confident  that  the  na- 
tive virtue  of  her  mind  fecured  her 

honour. 
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honour,  he  contented  himfelf  with 
being  prepared  to  defend  her  inno- 
cence from  any  advantage  which 
Monfieur  de  SoilTons  might  pre- 
fume  to  hope  from  the  aflurance 
of  his  conqueft.  But  he  was  anxi- 
oufly  fohcitous  to  conceal  this  dif- 
covery  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
Baron,  who  would  have  received 
the  intelligence  with  all  the  horror 
of  a  Roman  father.  Nicely  tena- 
cious of  his  houfe's  honour,  Au- 
guftus  was  well  convinced  that 
Monfieur  de  Neuville  would  treat 
with  implacable  feverity  his  un- 
fortunate daughter;  and  might  pof-^ 
fibly,  by  confining  her  clofely  in 
the  country,  render  her  defperate. 
In  a  few  days  the  Count  and  Coun-. 

tefsi 
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tefs  arrived  at  Paris,  accompanied 
by  the  lovely  widow  and  Madame 
de  St.  Aubin  :  the  latter  received 
an  early  vlfit  frotn  the  Baron,  who 
informed  her  of  the  re  fi  gnat  ion  her 
fon,  with  his  approbation,  had  con- 
firmed.  She  highly  applauded  a 
circumftance  which  (he  had  herfelf 
mod  ardently  wifhed  to  take  place, 
acquainting  Monfieur  de  Neuvillc 
that  fhe  had  formed  hopes  of  her 
fonV^  alliance  proving  more  worthy 
of  his,  by  the  acquifition  of  a  for- 
tune to  v/hich  he  was  the  legal  heir. 
She  had  made  inquiries  after  Ma- 
demoifelle  de  St.  Aubin,  who  had 
fucceeded  on  the  deceafe  of  her 
father  to  the  whole  eftate  and  wealth 
of  the  laie  Vifcount ;  and,  having 

pafled 
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pafted  in  pleafure  and  diflipatidn  A 
long  term  of  years,  £he  had  lately- 
retired,  difgufted  with  the  worlds 
into  a  convent,  to  devote  the  rem- 
nant of  her  life  to  the  duties  of  a 
religion  whofe  precepts  her  whole 
conduft    had    openly  difavowed. 
The  rumours  of  Moilfieur  de  St. 
Aubin's  difcovered  birth,  and  of 
his  mother's  having  again  refumed 
that  name,  had  fpread  through  Pa- 
ris ;  and  there  was  no  doubt  but  it 
would  reach  the  ears  of  Amelia^ 
which  muft  prepare  her  for  a  claim 
that  her  much  wronged  fifter  was 
refolved  to  make.   An  unexpedled 
opportunity  foon  offered  itfelf  for 
the  execution  of  this  juft  defign  — 
Madame  de  St.  Aubin  was  in- 

fcrmed 
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formed  on  evening  that  a  woman 
wifhed  to  fpeakvvith  her  upon  bufi- 
nefs  of  importance  to  her  family. 
Upon  requefling  her  to  fend  her 
name,  flie  repHed,  with  fome  he- 
litation,  that  it  was  now  La  Motte; 
but  the  lady  could  only  recoiled: 
her  by  that  of  Nanette.  A  thou- 
fand  fad  ideas  at  this  inftant  ruflied 
into  Madame  de  St.  Aubin's  mind, 
and  recalled  paft  fcenes  of  mifery  ; 
but  the  hopes  of  making  fome 
interefling  difcovery  rendered  her 
eager  to  admit  her  former  domeftic. 
She  entreated  Monficur  de  Senan- 
ges  to  be  prefent  at  the  interview^ 
and  ordered  her  to  appear. — Pale 
and  trembling  Nanette  obeyed  the 
fummons^  throwing  herfelf  at  the 

feec 
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feet  of  Madame  de  St.  Aubin,  whd 
mildly  requefhed  her  to  rife.  The 
poor  creature^  cafting  her  eyes  fear- 
fully around,  and  perceiving  the 
Count,  rofe  precipitately,  and  re- 
turned to  the  door — Ah  cried 
fhe,      if  that  is  the  Vifcoimt  de 
St,  Aubin,  indeed  I  cannot  face 
him!" — "  It  is  not,  upon  my 
honour,'^  replied  Madame  de  St. 
Aubin  ;      it  is  the  Count  de  Se- 
nan9.es :  in  whom  I  have  fo  un- 
referved  a  confidence,  that  he 
is  entitled  to  be  witnefs  of  every 
circumftance  relative  to  my  fa- 
*^  mily.     Reaffure   yourfelf,  my 
good  Nanette,  and  reft  fatisfied 
that, whatever  difcovery  you  may 
be  encouraged  to  make,  no  ad- 

vantage 
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vantage  whatever  fliall  be  taken 
againft  you  :  rely  oa  my  facred 
promife  to  reward  and  not  to 
punifn  you/'  —  "  Ah  replied 

the  weeping  creature,  "  you  were 
always  too  good,  too  kind  tofne, 
unv/orthv  as  I  was !  —  But  in- 
deed,  indeed  I  had  no  bad  inten- 
tion,  and  only  did  as  I  was  bid. 
Well,  Nanette/'  replied  the* 

lady,       I  heartily  forgive  you ; 

*^  and  only  require  you  ta  make 
a  reparation  for  any  injury  you 

^'  may  unintentionally  have  done 
me,  by  now  difclofing  every 
event  concerning  me  and  mine 
in  which  you  have  been  engaged, 
or  thofe  under  whofe  influence 
you  were  compelled  to  a6t." 
VOL.  II.  S  The 
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The  Count,  obferving  her  fpu*ks 
ahiioft  exhaufted  by  the  violence 
of  her  agitation,  humanely  placed 
a  chair  for  her,  and  ordered  fome 
wine  to  be  prefented,  which  revived 
her  fpirits  fufficiently  to  proceed 
as  follows : 

M^'^hen  my  mother  and  I,  Ma- 
dam,   were  appointed  to  ferve 
you  at  Belle-vue,  Mademoifelle 
^-  de  wSt.  Aubui,   by  :Conriderable 
prefents  and  promifes,  fecured  us 
to  her  intereftj  and  we  received 
^'  her   commands    only    to  obey 
youis,   as  far  as  was  confiftent 
*^  with  her  pleafure  :  ^-r- fhe  repre- 
fented  you  to  us  as  an  ignomi- 
nious  connexion  to  her  brother's 
illiulrious  family  \  and  the  Vif- 

^  count's 
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'  count's  rcfentmcnt  confirming, 
'  in    our   opinion,    this  circum- 

*  fiance,  we  imprudently  imagined 
'  our  fubmiflion  to  her  was  an  a6l 
^  of  duty. —  My  father,  indeed, 
'  judged  othervvife  :  — he  faid  you 
^  were  a  fwect  lady,  and  was 
'  ever  extolling  your  beauty  and 
^  condefcenfion. — You  may  recol- 
'  lecl,  towards  the  time  of  your 
'  confinement,  that  my  mother  one 
'  day  afked  permiffion  to  vlfit  a  fick 
'  relation ;  you.  Madam,  kindly 
^  fpared  her,  little  imagining  that 
'  her  fummons  to  Paris  ib  nearly 
'  concerned  yoarfelf. — Mademoi- 

•  Telle  de  St.  Aubin  having  pri« 
^  vately  fent  for  her,  firft  bribing 
^  her  to  fecrefy  by  a  confiderable 

S  2  gratuity:^ 
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gratuity,   extorted  from  her  a 
folemn,   yet  reludtant  promife, 
that,  if  you  had  a  fon,  we  fliould 
affure  you  that  it  died  foon  after 
its  birth,  and  expofe  the  infant, 
in  a  balket,  on  the  public  road; 
"  where  it  was  beyond  a  doubt 
^'  but  that  fome  humane  paflenger 
would   compaffionately  receive 
^'  and  nourilh  it. 

^'  Barbarous  woman  !  —  How 
"  could  a  heart  fo  hard  expert  a 
^  ftrangcr  to  undertake  a  charge 
{he  cruelly  renounced ! — My  mo- 
ther  at  firft  ftarted  with  horror  at 
the  propofal !  — but  threats  ope- 
rated  more  ftrongly  upon  her 
fears  than  promifes  had  upon 
^'  her  hopes,  and  overcame  every 

fcruple* 
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fcruplc.  —  Mademoifelle  de  St. 
Aubin  reprcfented  to  my  mo- 
ther that  a  Ton  would  inherit  the 
fortune  of  his  grandfather,  and 
confequently  deprive  Iier  of  the 
expeclations  flie  had  formed  from 
the  partiahty  of  the  Vifcount,  and 
the  difobcdience  of  her  brother, 
Thefe  aigumenis  at  length 
convinced  my  mother  that  flie 
fhould,  in  fulfilHng  Mademoi- 
felle de  St.  Aubin's  injundlions, 
do  a  juft  and  laudable  aclion  :  Ihe 
promifed  every  thing,  and  re- 
turned home  determined  to  be 
guided  implicitly  by  her  com- 
mands.— She  confided  the  fecret 
with  me,  but  inviolably  kept  it 
from  my  father,  whofe  ftrong 
S3       ^'  attachment 
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'  attachment  to  your  fervkc  ftc 
^  well  knew  would  prevent  and 
^  betray  the  fcheme. 

When  you  were  taken  ill  wc 
'  had  the  precaution  to  fend  him 
^  on   an  errand  to  Paris,  which 
'  would  detain  him  a  day  and  a 
^  night ;  and  it  was  in  that  fatal 
'  expedition  he  had  the  misfortune 
'  to  difiocate  his  leg;  which^  by 
bringing  on  a  flow  fever,  ter- 
*  minated  his  life  in  a  few  weeks! 
"  As  foon  as  your  fon  was  born,, 
we  rook  advantage  of  yo^ir  in- 
fenfibility  to  remove  it  to  the 
moft  diftant  quarter  of  the  houfe. 
^  —  I   accepted   the    charge  of 
nurfing   it  till   it   could,  with 
'■^  more  fafety^  be  difpofed  of,  ac- 

cording 
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cording  to  the  cruel  commands  of 
^'^  his  unnatural  aunt. — -Its  beauty 
^'  and  innocence  a  thoufand  times 
tempted  me  to  betray  my  truft, 
and   the   confidence  placed  in 
me  : — 'but  my  mother  carefully 
watched  over  my  motions ;  and, 
^'  indeed,  I  had  no  other  method 
to    provide   for   its  protedlion, 
without  riiking  the  difcovery  of 
Mademoifelle  de  St»  Aubin,  and 
thereby  incurring  her  certain  ven- 
*^  geance,  botli  upon  the  unforcu- 
nat'e  vidim  of  her  malice  and 
"  myfelf. 

When  my  mother  judged  it 
"  might,  without  danger,  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  charitable  chance  to 
which  it  was  deilined,  ffie  or- 
S  4  dercd 
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dered  me  to  drefs  it  plainly;  and 
as  your  recovery  was  yet  too  du- 
bious  for  her  to  quit  you  with 
propriety,  fhe  affigned  to  me  the 
painful  office  of  placing  the  dear 
infant  where  it  could  not  be  over- 
looked,  and  then  deferting  it : — 
but,  fnriaklng  with  horror  at 
fuch  a  thought,  I  derermined 
not  to  return  home  till  I  had  fcea 
it  in  fafe  hands,  whatever  might 
^'  be  the  confequence. — Inftead  of 
dreffing  it  as  flie  commanded,  I 
chofe  its  richeft  robe,  and- a  cap 
trimmed  with  the  fmeft  lace  : — I 
encircled,  its  waift  likewife  with  a 
ribband,  to  v/hich  hung  a  gold 
coral,  which  I  had  found  amongft 
its  clothes ;  flattering  myfelf  that 

"  thefe 
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thcfe  evident  tokens  of  diftinc- 
tion  might  prove  a  benefit,  and 
enfure  its  helplefs  innocence  a 
kind  protedlor. 

I  tenderly  kiffed  the  little  angel 
after  it  was  dreffed,  and  invoked 
heaven  to  preferve  it.  —  I  then 
fed  it  plentifully  with  milk  and 
bread ;  and,  lulling  it  into  a 
deep  flumber,  haftened  out  of 
the  houfe,  left  my  mother  fliould 
make  her  appearance^  and  difco- 
'  ver  its  ornaments. 

Reaching  the  road  that  led  to 
'  Paris,  1  was  very  foon  delivered 
^  from  my  precious  charge  :  th6 
'  found  of  a  carriage,  and  th6 
'  diftant  view  of  a  large  retinue^ 
'  determined  me  now  to  try  th6 

fate 
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^  fate  of  my  little  nurfllng.  -^1 
placed  it  by  the  fide  of  a  hedge,- 
and,  concealing  myfelf  behind, 
waited  the  event.-^The  noife  of 

^  the  wheels  and  horfes  difturbed 
the  repofe  of  the  affrighted  babe !' 
—  its  cries  caught  the  attention' 
of  the  firft  fervatlt  who  reached 
the  fpot :  he  difmounted,' — and, 
lifting  up  the  balket,  gazed  at 
the  diild'  with  vifible  furprife.— 

/"^  Its  pretty  hands  extended,  feem- 
ed  to  implore  the  prote(5lion  its^ 
innocence  demanded. —  By  this- 
time  the  equipage  drove  up,« — a 

"  handfome  gentieman^  was  feated 
in  it: — he  ordered  the  coachman 
to  flop  ;  and,  calling  to  the  fer- 
vant  who  flill  held  the  bafket, 

he 
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he  took  the  infant  in  his  anns, 
^  and  feemed  to  fmile  on  it  with 
plcafure  and  compaflTion, 

Though  \  could  not  hear  dif-- 
tinClly  what  was  faid,.  I  difco- 
vered  that  the  babe  was  fortu- 
natdy  difpofed  of,   and  faw  it 
received  into^thc  carriage,  wdiich 
^'  drove  rapidly  from^  my  fight.- 
*^  I  made  the  beft  of  my  way  home,- 
"  tranfported  with  my  fuccefs : 
^  my  mother  was  fatisfied  with  my 
^'  report,  and  applauded  my  dili- 
2;ence. — We  both  agreed  in  the 
"  opinion,  that,  the  better  to  pre- 
vent  your  miftruft  of  the  child's 
death,  (which  nothing  but  our 
own  confcious  deception  coukl 
fuppofe)  we  fliould  conftrucl  an. 

artificial 
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ari'ificial  grave.  Fortunately  we 
put  the  plan  in  execution,  as  you 
were  no  fooner  recovered  than 
you  periiiled  in  your  demand  of 
beino;  conduced  to  it. 

You,  Madam,  never  fufpedted 

^'  the  impofition,  but  mourned  the 
death  of  a  living  infant,  whom 
Providence  meant  one  day  to  re- 

^'  flore  to  your  arms ! — Thus,  my 

"  honoured  miftrefs,  have  I  at 
length  difcharged  my  confcience, 
and  confeffed  how  far  I  have  been 
guilty  of  the  theft  committed. — 
Never  have  I  enjoyed  a  mo- 
mentis  real  undifturbed  repofe 
fmce  that  period. — .My  mother 
furvivedmy  father  but  two  years. 

"  — Madame  de  St.  Aubin,  to  rc- 

^'  ward 
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^'  ward  me,  as  flic  fa  id,  for  my 
^'  diligent  and  faithful  ferviccs,  but 
"  rather,  I  believe,  to  retain  mc 
^'  fecurely  in  her  interefl:,  portioned 
and  married  me  to  her  fteward. — 
I  have  been  the  mother  of  feven 
children,  but  have  had  the-iiii- 
fery  to  lofe  them  all! — A  fevere 
judgment  from  that  heaven  I 
^'  offended   in  bereaving  you  of 
yours !  — It  is  only  within  three 
days  that  I  have  learnt  the  won- 
derful  difeovery  made  in  your 
"  fiimily! — My  joy,  at  the  happy* 
iflue    of    an   event    Vv'hich  I 
have  fo  long  fo  truly  deplored 
and  repented   of,   had  nearly 
killed  me — I  confeffed  my  guilt 
^     to  my  afloniflied  hufband  —  he 

propofcd 
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propofed  to  wait  upon  you  wifh 
^'  my  depofition  ; — but  I  could  not 
refill  the  flrong  inclination  I  felt 
"  to  acknowledge,  at  your  injured 
feet,  the  part  I  a6ted  in  this  myf- 
terious  affair. — Mademoifelle  de 
^'  St.  Ailbin  is,  I  believe,  no  longer 
^Mgnorant  of  your  wonderful  re- 
union  with  your  fon  : — flie  has 
commanded  my  attendance  at 
the  convent  whither  flie  is  re- 
tired ;  but  I  was  determined  to 
make   thefc  difcoveries  to  you 
before  I  encountered  her  pre- 
fence,  that  I  might  inform  her 
of  the  irrevocable  confefTion  I 
had  made/' 

Madame  de  St.  Aubin,  who  had 
fhed  fome  tender  tears  during  her 

recitalj 


'(  ) 
;recital,  to  the  memory  of  paft 
interefting  events,  inftead  of  re- 
proaching Nanette  for  the  part 
flie  had  aded,  generoufly  a^Tured 
her  Ihe  regarded  her  as  the  pre- 
ferver  of  her  fon,  and  felt  herfelf 
under  the  ftrongeft  obligations  for 
the  precautions  flue  had  taken  for 
his  fafety  in  the  action  flie  was 
forced  to  commit:  more  particularly 
^flie  expreffed  her  gratitude  for  her 
having  diftinguilhed  her  fon  by  the 
coral,  without  which  the  authen- 
ticity of  his  birth  would  have  beea 
confirmed  with  difficulty. 

Madame  de  St.  Aubin  added 
that  the  difcovery  Nanette  had 
•  made  Ihould  never  injure  herfelf 
cor.her  family,  fmce-flie  would  make 

fuch 
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fuch  provifion  for  them  as  would 
amply  recompenfe  any  lofs  flie 
might  fuftain  from  the  refentment 
0f  her  patronefs.  She  promifed 
likewife  to  introduce  her  to  her 
fon,  who,  (he  was  certain^  would 
not  be  ungrateful  to  his  nurfe. 

Madame  de  St.  Aubin,  accom-^ 
panied  by  the  Count,  repaired, 
after  her  departure^  to  the  Bai'oii 
de  Neuville,  to  confult  with  him- 
and  Auguftus  upon  the  beft  method 
to  purfue  with  his  cruel  aunt ;  hut- 
a  letter,  which  was  delivered  to 
his  aftonilhed  mother,  foon  con- 
vinced them  that  they  had  no  diffi- 
culties to  apprehend  from  a  dying 
penitent. — It  contained  the  follow- 

kig  lines :  —  . 

Though 
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Though  the  name  of  Amelia 
de  St.  Aubhi  muft  be  hateful  to 
the  remembrance  of  the  fiftcr 
fhe  has  wronged,  (lie  fllll  hopes 
for  pardon  from  the  widow  of 
her  unfortunate  brother.  Stretch- 
"  cd  on  the  bed  of  ficknefs,  and 
hovering  on  the  brink  of  the 
^-  grave,  llie  implores  to  be  ho- 
noured  with   the  prefence  of 
Madame  de    St.  Aubin,  only 
to  reftore,  through  her  hands, 
that  inheritance  to  an  injured 
"  nephew  of  which  her  crimes 
have  too  long  deprived  him.'' 
Madame  de  St.  Aubin  melt- 
ed  into   tears.  —      Ahs!"  fald 
file,      unfortunate  Amelia  !  may 
^'  heaven   forgive   as   readily  as 
VOL.  II.  T  I  do 
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I  do. — The  juftice  of  Providence 
repays  our  wrongs  :  till  I  had 
recovered  the  bleffing  I  had  loft 
fo  long,  my  heart  never  mur- 
"  mured  at  the  deprivation  of  for- 
^'  tune.    I  alone  reproached  thee 
for  the  eftranged  afFeftions  of  a 
^'  hufband,  and   that  fatal  death 
which  was  its  early  confequence/' 
Madame  de  St.  Aubin  was  too 
ftrongly  affefted,  and  felt  too  great 
an  agitation,  to  write  a  reply — but, 
admitting  the   ftevvard    into  her 
prefence,  who  was  the  bearer  of 
Amelia^s  letter,  Ihe  charged  him  to 
affure  his  miftrefs  that  flie  would 
attend  her  the  next  d.iy,  and  hoped 
to  find  her  mended  in  her  heahh, 
aPAd  tranquil  in  her  fpirits. 

She 
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Slie  would  have  gone  alone  to 
pay  the  mournful  vlfit,  but  her 
fan,  and  the  Count  de  Senangcs, 
infilled  upon  accompanying  her, 
promifing  that  they  would  not  at- 
tempt to  difcompofe  the  dying  lady 
by  forcing  themlelves  into  her  pre- 
fence.  Early  in  the  mornhig  they 
fet  out,  and  reached  the  convent 
about  noon.  They  were  fliewn 
into  the  parlour  ;  and  one  of  the 
nuns,  making  her  appearance  at 
the  grate,  admitted  Madame  de 
St.  Aubin,  who  inquired  anxioufly 
after  Amelia. —  She  fliook  her  head 
"  —Ah  truly,   by  St.  Mary,  ill 

enough/'  replied  fhe  ;     but  wc 

hope  much  from  your  prefence. 

The  whole  night  Ihe  raved  of 
T  2  "  you. 
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you,  and  declares  her  foul  will 
^'  be  eternally  loft  if  flie  lives  not 
"  to  receive  your  pardon. — Then 
(lie  talked  about  an  infant  and  a 
murdered  brother/'  —  Poor 
^'  Amelia/*  interrupted  Madame 
<le  St.  Aubin^  ftrongly  touched  by 
this  account,'     thank  heaven  thou 
^'  haft  no  crimes  of  fuch  a  nature 
"  to  repent  of :  abfolute  guilt  is  a 
ftranger  to  thy  bofom.  But  come, 
"  dear  fifter/'  (to  the  nun)  lhall 
I  not  be  conduded  to  the  cham- 
ber  of  this  poor  fufferer  !"  St. 
Agnes  bowed  in  filence,  and  led 
the  way.- — The  door  of  the  apart- 
ment was  gently  opened  —  St.  Ag- 
nes advanced  to  the  bed,  and  whifr 
pered ;  —  a  weak  voice  replied, — 

Ah, 
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Ah,  my  God  !  now  is  my  firll 
dreadful  trial  !  how  fhall  I  fup- 
port  her  injured  face: — alas !  (he 
was  once  my  friend  !" — And  is 
fo  ftill,"  cried  Madame  de  Sr. 
Aubin  ;      witnefs  thefe  unfeigned 
tears — witnefs  my  bleeding  heart! 
— Look  up,  Amelia  !  view  thy 
Adelaide  V —  As  fhe  drew  near 
enough  to  difcover  the  emaciated 
form  which  refted  on  the  bed,  fhe 
ftarted  back  with  horror  —  difeafc 
feemed  to  have  added  to  her  ag:e 
at  leaft  twenty  years ! — Her  dimi- 
nifhed  eyes  were  almoft  buried  in 
their  hollow  fockets;  and  the  flirunk 
fkin  fcarce  covered  the  ftarting; 
bones.    It  is  true,  Madame  de  St. 
Aubin  expedted  not  to  find  the 
T  3  vivid 
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vivid  bloom  \vhich  once  adorned 
her  cheek  —  {he  only  thought  ta 
find  fhe  veftiges  of  beauty :  but  not 
a  trace  furvived  to  tell  the  tale  of 
forraer  youth.    Amelia  perceived 
the  emotion^  of  furprife  and  horror: 
Generous  Adelaide     {he  faintly 
littered ;      you  fhpuld  have  been 
^-  prepared  for  the  miferable  fpec- 
*^  tacle  which  fhocks  your  gentle 
fpirits.    Mark,  in  the  ftate  to 
^-  \vhich  I  arn  reduced,  the  dire 
efFefts    of  complicated    guilt  f 
^-  Cpnfcience  —  that  judge  which 
never  long  can  fleep — aiding  the 
ravage  of  confuming  ficknefs, 
has  changed  me  to  what  you 
now  behold  1  while  time  reftores 
v^.  ;^ou  ^9  my  remembrance,  with 

every 
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every  recolledled  feature  :  inno- 
cence  has  prefervcd  the  rehcs  of 
a  countenance,  which  neither  the 
trials  of  adverlity  nor  flow  ad- 
vances  of  age  have  yet  matc- 
rially  impairedi — That  fmile  of 
fweet  benevolence  which  graced 
your  blooming  youth  ftill  dwells 
upon  your  looks,  and  generoufly 
proclaims  my  pardon.  —  Inftead 

^'  of  the  juft  reproaches  I  have 
merited,  like  a  kind  angel,  you 

"  bring  comfort  to  my  departing 
foul ! — Yes,  comfort  and  pity  to 
the  wretch  who,  violating  every 
facred  tie  of  honour  and  of  kin- 
dred,  purfued  your  patient  vir- 
tues  with  unnumbered  wrongs. 

—     Talk  not  of  wrongs,  my  dear 
^T4  Amelia/^ 
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Amelia/^  interrupted  her  filler^ 
my  prefence  would  be  a  barba- 
rous  infult^  did  I  not  comefolely 
to  afTure  you  of  my  warmefl 
"  friendfhip/^  —     Ah/'  cried  the 
lick  penitent,       wound  not  my 
*^  heart  wdth  that  profaned  expref- 
fion  !  your  friendfhip  having  fo 
cruelly  betrayed,  I  never  can  de- 
ferve  —  but  your  forgivenefs  my 
repentance  claims ;  and  I  thank 
that  all-merciful  Being,  before 
v/hom  I  fhortly  muft  appear,  that 
my  contrition  is  fincere  and  fer- 
vent  !  Behold  the  fole  remaia- 
ing  method  in  niy  power  to  be- 
*^  come  juft  to  that  dear  fon,  whom 
I'ny  guilt  has  hitherto  deprived 
of  his  inheritance/'  prefenting  a 

fealed 
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fealcd  packet  to  Madame  de  St. 
Aubin,   fhe  thus  in  broken  fen- 
tences  continued  —    The  wealth 
a  father  left^  as  he  beheved^  to 
'^^  the  laft  furviving  heir,  is  here 
^'  bequeathed  to  him,  or  rather  is 
^'  refigned ;  fmce,  were  it  poffible 
for  me  to  live,  I  have  left  my- 
^'  felf  dependent  on  his  mercy,  and 
fliould  become  the  wretched  ob- 
jeft  of  his  charity,  difpoffeffed 
of  my  own  fortune,  as  well  as  of 
thofe  immenfe  poffeflions,  I  have 
too  long  ufurped.    My  heart 
yearns  with  tendernefs  for  the 
much  -  wronged    youth.  —  Oh, 
plead  my  pardon  with  this  belov- 
^'  ed  fon  !  Could  1  have  dared  to 
hope  he  would  commiferate  fuch 

a  wretch^ 
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a  wretch,  1  would  have  entreated 

a  condefcendiiig  vifit :  to  have 
^*  traced  in  him  the  features  of  afi 
*^  unfortunate  brother  would  have 

foothed  the  horrors  of  approach- 
*^  ing  death,  and  yielded  a  painful 

fatisfaftion    to    this  repentant 

heart/'  —  Then/'  exclaimed 
Madame  de  St*  Aubin,  "  thofc 

wifhes  are  within  your  reach,  he 
*^  is  adlually  here,  and  only  waits 

permiffion  to  attend  you/'  

Excellent  young  man  replied 
Amelia,       the  goodnefs  of  his 

heart,  in  accompanying  you  to 
*^  the  abode  of  his  greateft  enemy, 
^  aflures  me  of  his  forgivenefs  : 
*^  entreat  for  me  his  prefence,  and 

let  me  indulge  my  eyes  before 

^'  they 
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they  clofe  for  ever  with  a  bro-^ 
^*  ther's  dear  furviving  image."—- 
Madame  de  St.  Aubin  defccnded 
haftily  to  fetch  her  Ton,  prepared 
him  for  the  pity-moving  fpcftaclc, 
and  introduced  him  to  his  dying- 
aunt.  —  Amelia  bad  requefted  to  be 
raifed,  and  fupported  by  her  pil- 
lows :  ftrong  agitations  convulfed 
her  frame^  and,  for  a  few  moments^ 
Ihe  was  deprived  of  the  power  of 
utterance.  An  interval  of  calm  fuc- 
eeeded  —  ihe  extended  her  emaci- 
ated arms. — Auguftus^  who  under- 
flood  the  fign,  fuffered  her  to 
embrace  him  ;  the  drops  of  fofc 
humanity,  wrung  from  his  feeling 
heart,  fell  upon  her  cheek,  A 
ghoftly  fmile  illumed  lier  haggard 

eves 
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eyes — Ihe  loofed  her  feeble  hold— 
fhe  caft  a  grateful  look  to  heaven — 
faintly  articulated  I  am  forgiven, 
— I  am  happy!''  —  and,  fmking 
on  her  pillow,  inftantly  expired. 

A  fcene  fo  mournful,  and  a  death 
fo  fudden,  awfully  affeded  Mon- 
fieur  and  Madame  de  St.  Aubin. 
Auguftus  fupported  his  trembling 
mother,  and  hurried  her  from  the 
breathlefs  eorfe  of  Amelia.  The 
Count  de  Senanges  felt  no  lefs 
Ihocked  at  an  event,  little  expefted 
to  take  place  fo  foon.  The  nuns 
crowded  about  Madame  de  St. 
Aubin,  offering  her  many  officious 
cohfolations:  —  the  abbefs  fent  her 
a  complimental  mefTage,  but  was 
herfelf  too  much  indifpofed  to  ad- 
mit. 
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mit  an  interview.  At  length,  be- 
ing tolerably  recoyered,  Ihe  was 
attended  to  the  carriage  by  her  t\v6 
companions,  and  let  out  on  her  re- 
turn to  Paris. — The  fpirits  of  this 
amiable  woman  had  been  fo  much 
afFe6led  by  the  penitence  and  death 
of  a  filler,  for  whom  Ihe  once  felt 
the  tendereft  friendlhip,  that  fhe 
was  fome  time  confined  to  her 
chamber.  There  flie  flied  frefli 
tears  to  the  renewed  reijiembrance 
of  her  beloved  hufband,  whofe  in- 
jurious condudt  never  could  erafe 
him  from  her  affedions.  During 
this  interval,'  the  fteward  of  the 
late  Vifcount  attended  his  new  lord, 
who  was  foon  fixed  in  the  fecure 
poffelTion  of  the  inheritance  of  his 

anceftois : 
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anceftors :  but  he  was  dead  to  every 
pleafure  fortune  could  beftow ;  and' 
fighed  in  the  lap  of  affluence  his 
difappointed  love.    Deeply,  how- 
ever, as  he  was  fenfible  of  the  in- 
curable wound,  which,  with  a  flow 
and  baneful  poifon,  undermined 
his  happinefs,  yet  he  was  true  to 
the  facred  ties  of  honour,  and  ne- 
glefted  no  attentions  to  a  wife  who 
treated  him  with  the  coldcft  indif- 
ference and  ingratitude.  Neither 
parental  authority,   nor  conjugal 
affedion,  could  recall  the  deluded 
Leonora  from  the  fatal  paths  of 
diflipation. —  She  was  ftill  the  in- 
feparable  companion  of  Madame 
de  Soiffons.  —  Play  confumed  their 
fucceffive  nights,  and  their  days 

were 
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were  fpent  in  that  dillurbed  rcpofe 
which  is  ever  the  attendant  of  late 
hours,  and  an  incefllxnt  round  of 
vanity.  But  too  foon  remorlelefs 
fate  fnatchcd  from  the  world,  in 
her  full  career  of  gaiety,  this  fair 
votary  of  pleafure  ! 

Youth,  beauty,  wealth, 
and  greatness,  all  availed  not, 
to  refcue  from  the  grave  the  lovely, 
vidim !  Madame  de  St.  Aubin 
was  feized  with  a  malady,  which, 
put  an  early  period  to  her  life! 
the  ninth  day,  after  being  attacked 
with  a  virulent  fmall-pox,  clofed 
in  eternal  fleep  thofe  radiant  eyes 
which  had  obtained  unnumbered 
conquefts.  In  her  intervals  of  rea- 
fon  the  fufFcrin;^    of.   her  body 

worked 
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worked  the  mofl  happy  reformation 
in  her  mind  :  they  difpclled  from 
her  ideas  the  temptations  of  a  fub- 
liinary  ftate — recalled  the  dormant 
virtues  of  her  foul,  and  prepared 
it  for  the  awful  change  flie  was 
about  to  make  !  The  folemn  crifis 
of  impending  death  placed  in  a  far 
different  light  thofe  deceptions  of 
vanity  and  tranfitory  pleafures 
which  had  intoxicated  her  young, 
heart. — The  world  receded  from 
her  view,  and  Tne  feemed  to  regret 
life  only  as  its  (hort  remains  allow- 
ed not  lufiicient  fpace  for  her  con- 
trition. The  ardour  of  her  devo- 
tion was  exemplary;  and  her  refign- 
ation  to  her  fate,  from  a  firm  reli- 
ance on  the  mercies  of  her  God, 

truly 
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truly  affc(5ling! — She  took  a  tender 
farewell  of  her  furrounding  friends; 
entreated  they  would  not  mourn 
her  lofs ;  but  exprefled  her  wifhes 
that,  while  they  generoully  par- 
doned all  her  errors,  they  rather 
would  rejoice  at  her  removal  from 
a  world  whofe  allurements  had  ef- 
tranged  her  heart  from  thofe  en- 
dearing duties  and  connexions  Ihe 
had  fo  ill  requited : —  the  names  of 
her  hufband  and  her  father  were 
the  laft  intelligible  words  flie  arti- 
culated, and  Auguftus  received 
from  her  expiring  eye  the  laft  ray 
of  departing  reafon,  

This  amiable  man,  whofe  atten- 
tions during  her  illnefs,  and  anxi- 
ety for  her  recovery,  could  not 

VOL  It,  U  have 
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have  been  exceeded  even  towards 
the  wife  of  his  choice,  was  fenfibly 
touched  by  her  fudden  fate !  — 
With  undiffembled  tears  he  mourn- 
ed her  death,  and  tenderly  re- 
gretted her  premature  removal  from 
a  world  to  which  (he  had  been  too 
fondly  attached!  — In  contemplating 
the  ghaflly  form,  once  glowing 
with  animated  beauty,  how  does 
the  thinking  mind  moralize  tipon 
the  vanity  of  fhort-lived  pleafures ! 

—  The  grief,  the  anguilh,  of  the 
good  old  Baron,  is  not  to  be  de- 
fcribed  : — that  parent-heart  alone 
can  fympathize  with  fuch  fenfations 
which  has  experienced  fuch  a  lofs ! 

—  The  revival  of  his  daughter's 
virtues  obliterated  the  impreffion  of 

her 
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^ler  failings :— he  remembered  only 
the  beauties  of  her  form,  the  graces 
of  her  mind  !  —  nor  could  all  his 
phllofophlc  refolution  fupport,  with 
fortitude,  this  unexpected  ftroke  of 
fortune  !— He  felt  bereaved  of 
every  focial  joy,-  the  promifed 
comfort  of  his  drooping  years !  — 
<leferted  and  forlorn! — Thus  the 
fair  blooming  branches,  cropped 
from  the  venerable  tree,  leave  its 
poor  trunk,  unfheltered,  to  the 
rude  elements  and  boifterous  tem- 
ped ! — Scarce  could  the  gentle  force 
of  friendOiip  drag  this  heart-ftricken 
parent  from  the  deformed  remains 
of  what  was  once  his  daughter  ! — 
Fixed  like  a  ftatue,  he  gazed  upon 
her  face  !  —  then  fmote  his  aged 
U  2  brcafr. 
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l3reaft,  and,  with  a  fmile  of  angulfli, 

thus  exclaimed  — 

Yes,  all-gracious  heaven! — • 
it  is  paft  ! — The  only  tie  of  na- 
ture,  that  remained  to  attach  to 
life  a  poor  old  man,  is  now  dif- 
folved !  —  Life  has  no  more  a 
charm,  nor  death  a  pang,  for 
me  !  —  Oh,  thou  !  who  lately 
wert  fo  fair,  fo  fvveet,  fo  lovely] 

^'  — thou  art  fled  for  ever  !  — the 
ravages  of  ficknefs  have  defaced 
thy  beauties,  and  left  thee  a 
fpeftacle  of  horror! — Oh,  my 
child  !  my  child  !  — I  hoped  in 
thee  to  have  furvived  fucceeding 
ages! — and  to  have  tranfmitted 
to  a  blooming  offspring  my  di- 
vided  wealth  ! — Thou  Ihouldeft 

have 
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have  clofed  a  father's  eyes ;  but 
he,  unnatural  doom!  was  def- 
tined  to  clofe  thine  !  —  Yet  wc 
^  fliall  meet  again !  —  and  Heaven, 
in  fnatching  thee  fo  early,  has 
"  fliortened  our  term  of  fcparation. 
Yes,  beauteous  feraph  !  thou 
art  only  gone  before  to  fmooth 
the  rugged  path  of  death,  and 
be  my  gentle  herald  to  a  world 
where  we  fhall  unite  to  part  no 
^•^  more  T'— Thus  did  the  afflifted 
parent  vent   his   foul's  anguilh; 
neither,  when  borne  from  this  fcene 
©f  defolation,  did  his  piercing  la- 
mentation ceafe : — ftill  he  addrefled 
the  invifible  objed:  of  his  forrows, 
till,  overwhelmed  with  grief,  lie 
funk  into  a  filent  flupor. 

U  3.  The 
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The  Marchianefs  de  SoJflbfr?^ 
who  had  fo  frequently  experienced 
the  ftrong  force  of  Madame  de  St. 
Aubin's  attachment,  now  proved 
the  ficklenefs  of  her  own  friend- 
fhip,  and  the  infenfibiHty  of  her 
heart.  Though  Ihe  had  long  paffed 
the  dangerous  diforder  that  had 
been  fo  fatal  to  the  poor  Vifcount- 
efs,  Ihe  did  not  once  attempt  •  a 
perfonal  inquiry  or  friendly  vifit, — ^ 
Sicknefs  and  mortality  were  fub- 
jed:s  too  ferious  for  her  refle6lions» 
Devoid  of  every  tender  fentiment 
which  melts  to  fympathy  the  feeling 
mind  —  a  friend  expiring  was  to  her 
a  friend  no  more  !-r-Even  when  in- 
formed of  Madame  de  St.  Aubin's 
death  at  the  card-table^  Che  received 

the 
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the  account  with  favage  unconcern, 
and  indifferently  faid ;     It  is  for- 
tunate  fhe  did  not  furvive  her 
boafted  beauty  ;  to  live,  and  be 
a  fright,  is  ftill  more  horrible 
than  death  itfelf — On  this  un- 
'^wthy  woman  had  the  ill-fated 
Leonora  lavifhed  all  her  hours  ; 
and,  for  her  fake,  eftranged  herfelf 
from  real  friendfhip. 

With  what'  different  fentiments 
Avere  Julia,  Henrietta,  and  Ma- 
dame de  St.  Aubin,  infpired  !  — 
Totally  as  Leonora  had  negleftecl 
them  fince  her  introdudlion  to  that 
bane  of  her  happinefs,  yet  their 
affection  for  her  was  undiminifhed : 
her  danger  awakened  all  their  for- 
mer partiality  —  they  proved  the 
U  4  tcndereft 
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tcndereft  nurfes  in  her  fatal  illr^efs, 
and  fcarcely  ever  quitted  her  apart- 
nient  till  the  laft  figh  of  expiring 
life  fadly  proclaimed  their  gentle 
offices  no  longer  neceflary! — The 
feeling  heart  of  Julia  had  watched, 
with  attentive  tendernefs,  the  pro- 
grefs  and  every  turn  of  this  fatal 
diftemper;  ana,  touched  moil  fen- 
fibly  at  Leonora's  fate^  fhe  mourn- 
ed her  rivaFs  death  with  all  the 
energy  of  friendfliipo 

Scarce  were  Madame  de  St.  Au- 
bin's  eyes  clofed  for  ever^  ere  fhe 
felt  the  propriety  of  removing  from 
a  manfion  where  the  newly-acquired 
freedom  of  a  lover  might  expofe 
her  to  a  renewal  of  thofe  attentions 
which  delicacy  and  prudence  dif-- 

allowed 
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allowed  at  this  junfture  as  forcibly 
as  ever. — She  would  not  truft:  her- 
felf  to  behoM  the  firft  emotions  of 
that  regret  fhe  knew  the  generous 
heart  of  Auguftus  muft  experience 
when  he  was  convinced  that  hope 
was  fled,  and  his  unfortunate  wife 
no  more  ! — She  left  him  to  the  con- 
fotation  of  his  furrounding  friends; 
and,  in  t-he  midft  of  the  generat 
grief  and  confternation,  paffed  un- 
obferved  to  the  carriage  that  waited 
for  her  ;  and  returned  home  to  in- 
dulge, in  folitude,  thole  tears  which 
were  due  to  the  meirtory  of  a  de- 
parted friend ! — When  the  remain- 
ing mourners  were  collefted  around. 
the  afflided  hulband  and  drftrafted 
father,   the  eyes   of  the  former 

vainly 
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Vainly  and  involuntarily  fought  for 
that  dear  object^  whofe  influence 
alone  could  footh  a  diftrefs  which 
derived  its  fource  rather  from  fym- 
pathetic  pity  than  afFediion.  Sen- 
lible  of  the  cold  indifference  with 
which  he  had  been  long  regarded 
by  his  mifguided  wife,  he  had  not 
the  aggravation  of  accufing  con- 
fcience  to  enhance  his  forrow  —  his 
regret  was  unattended  by  the  fling 
ofremorfe — hefighedthe  untimely 
fate  of  youth  and  beauty  —  he  wept 
her  fufferings — but  the  refloration 
of  his  liberty  ihed  an  imperceptible 
fweetnefs  over  his  grief,  which  ren- 
dered it  fupportable, —  Julia  was 
abfent ;  but  her  loved  idea  mingled 
with  that  of  the  breathlefs  Leo- 
nora ; 


(    2  99  ) 
nora  ;— ^he  judged  the  delicate  mo- 
tive of  her   departure,   and  ap- 
proved the  condu6l  that  mortified 
his  willies.  —  To  the  heart- ftruck 
father  this  amiable  fon  now  turned 
all  his  attention  —  he  approached 
the  venerable  mourner  —  for  fome 
moments  filence  prevailed  —  grief 
melted  in  the  eloquent  eyes  of  Au- 
guffcus  —  the  Baron  prefled  him  in 
his  arms !  —     Ah      cried  he,  in 
a  tremulous  voice,     did  I  prefume 
^'  to  accufe  Omnipotence  of  being 
totally  bereft !  —  Ungrateful  pa- 
rent !— thou  haft  Itill  a  child  !— 
dear  relift       my  Leonora!  — 
come  to  my  heart,  and  fliare  it 
^'  with  her  memory 

It 
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It  was  recommended  to  Monfieur 
de  St.  Aubin,  by  his  friends^  to* 
remove  the  Baron,  as  foon  as  poffi- 
ble,  from  a  habitation  which  daily 
renewed  and  fed  his  angiiilh.  The 
hotel  of  the  late  Vifcount  was  now 
ready  to  receive  him ;  yet  it  was 
not  without  difEculty  Monfieur  de 
Neuville  could  be  perfuaded  to 
change  his  abode. — Julia  obferved 
a  ftrift  retirement  at  home,  and 
never  faw  Auguftus  but  at  the  houfe 
of  her  brother :  and  there  fhe  ftu- 
dioully  avoided  every  opportunity 
of  finding  herfelf  an  inftant  alone 
with  him :  —  her  penetrating  lover 
obferved  and  fecretly  reproached 
her  cruelty: — his  paflion,  no  longer 
reftrained  by  the  ties  of  duty,  was 

determined 
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determined  to  furmount  cveiy  per- 
plexing obftacle  of  feminine  deco- 
rum; refolving,  in  defiance  of  its 
rigid  diftates,  to  aflfert  his  former 
claims,*  and  plead  the  caufe  of  love. 

One  day,  when  all,  excepting 
the  Marchionefs,  were  affembled 
at  the  Vifcount's,  he  Hole  unper- 
ceived  awav,  and  flew  to  the  Hotel  de 
Senanges,  informing  the  porter  he 
had  brought  a  meflage  to  Madame 
de  Solflbns  —  he  waited  not  to  be 
announced,  but  haftily  afcended 
the  ftaircafe  :  he  travcrfed  the  gal- 
lery that  led  to  her  drefiing-room ; 
and,  when  he  reached  the  anticham- 
ber,  he  flopped  for  a  few  moments, 
to  recover  from  the  perturbation  of 
his  fpirits,  before  he  could  affume 

courage 
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courage  to  appear  in  the  dreaded  pre- 
fence  of  his  Julia:  he  flood  irrcfo  kite 
whether  to  advance  or  to  retreat. — • 
Hope  at  length  prevailed  over  his 
timidity,  and  he  gently  tapped  at 
the  door  :  — a  filver  voice  fweetly 
commanded  him  to  enter ;  —  with 
trembling  emotion  he  turned  the 
obedient  lock  —  the  Tpring  flew 
open  at  his  touch,  and  difcovered 
the  objedl  of  his  adoration  em- 
ployed in  fliading  fome  beautiful 
embroidery.  The  needle  dropped 
from  her  fair  fing-ers  —  flie  ftarted 
up — her  cheek  was  overfpread  with 
fudden  blufhes ! — Surprife  and  dif- 
pleafure  animated  her  countenance^ 
and  perplexed  her  bofom  :  in  an 
inftant  Auguflus  was  at  her  feet  — 

Forgive^ 
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Forgive,  my  adorable  Julia/'  he 
cried,  "  the  prefumption  of  a  man 
^'  who  cannot   cxift  without  be- 
^'holding  you!" — "  And  is  i: 
^'  thus/'  interrupted  the  Marchio- 
ncfs  haughtily, my  privacy  is  to  be 
interrupted? — what  privilege  en- 
titles  the  Vifcount  de  St.  Aubin 
to  invade  a  folitude  which  is  my 
choice,  and  fhould  be  facred?" — 
The  privilege  of  truth  and  love!" 
replied  he.  — "  Nay,  frown  not, 
^Movelieft  of  women!  — obfcure 
*^  not  the  heavenly  beauties  of  that 
"  brow  by  killing  fcorn  !  —  but 
liften,  with  gracious  pity,  to  a 
fuit  which  claims  at  leaft  the  at- 
tention  of  my  Julia — alone  con- 
fent  to  hear  me — and  1  will  obey 

\our 
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your  cruel  doom,  and  inftantly 
retire,  if  you  command  it!''  — 
She  was  dillrefled  —  a  look  of  irre- 
folute  tenderncfs  and  forrow  encou^ 
raged  him  to  proceed — Ah  !  can 
thofe  fentiments  with  which  I 
once  was  honoured  be  effaced  ? — 
Is  there  no  pleader  in  a  heart 
which  was  acknowledged  mine 
by  every  tie  of  fympathy? — No 
longer  can  you  coldly  urge  the 
claims  of  duty — implicitly  have 
we  both  obeyed  its  tyrant  dic- 
tares  —  they  are  now  diffolved — 
"  reftored  to  mutual  freedom,  our 
pliglited  hands  are  free  to  form 
the  union  which  fate  has  hi- 
therto  fo  cruelly  obftruded. — 
•^VAh,  Julia!  —  thou  art  fiknt!  — 

"  thy 
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thy  averted  eyes,  and  that  fore- 
boding  ligh,  plant  daggers  in 
my  bread !  —  It  is  paft  !  —  I  am 
forgotten!  —  thy  faithlefs  heart, 
^  and   thy    perfidious  hand,  re- 
^'  nounce  me  ! — Inconftant  Julia — 
wretched — wronged  Auguftus 
"  Ah^  barbarous  man  uttered 
the   Marchlonefs,    burfting  into 
tears — how  have  I  merited  thefc 
reproaches? — My  heart,  incapa- 
ble  of  change,  refufed  its  ten- 
dereft  affeftions  to   a  hufband 
"  worthy   of  them ;  fubftituting 
cold  gratitude   in   return  for 
^'  generous   love  :    and,  ere  the 
mournful  tributes  due    to  his 
honoured  memory  are  paid,  my 
ears  are  wounded  with  unhal- 
voL,  IT.         X  lowed 
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lowed  paflion,  and  the  ill- timed 
upbraiding   of    an  ungrateful 
*^  lover! — Ah,  Auguftus!  where  is 
that  fenfibility,  where  that  deli- 
*^  cacy  of  fentiment,  which  firft 
imprefled  the  heart  of  Julia  ? — 
Scarce  is  thy  Leonora  cold  in 
*^  earth,  ere  thou  haft  fufFered  thy 
newly  abfolved  vows  to  breathe 
their  falfehood  in   a  widowed 
ear!'^ — She  moved  with  emotion 
to  the  window  ;  he  ftill  continued 
on  his  knees,  and  thus  addrefled 
her  —    Hear  me,  thou  foul  of  all 
my  hopes  and  wiflies  ! — Pardon 
the  mad  prefumption  of  a  lover 
urged  by  the  frenzy  of  defpairing 
paflion  ! — Never  will  I  profane 
again  thy  charming  conftancy 

by 
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by  one  reproach. — Oh,  pity  and 
forgive  a  wretch,  who  long  has 
been  the  fport  of  fortune.  Torn 
from  my  arm^,  even  when  trca- 
cherous  fate  fecmed  ready  to 
unite  us,  I  dread  a  fccond  fe- 
paration! —  Shunned  by  the  ob- 
jedt  whom  my  heart  adores,  pro- 
phetic  fears  have  agonized  my 
mind !  — but  I  fliould  have  known 
the  foul  of  Julia  incapable  of 

"  perfidy  ! — Come  then,  infpiring 
hope,  foft  peace,  and  animating 

*^  joy  !  —  fweet  foothers  of  the 
pangs  of  timid  love!  —  Far  be 
the  prefumption  from  me  to  re- 
queft  thy  hand,  till  thou  haft 
facrificed  to  cuftomary  forms  the 
dated  time !  —  Sacred  to  the  me- 
X  2  mory 
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^*  mory  of  that  exalted  man,  by 
every  due  refped !  But  ah,  my 
Julia!  can  the  moft  rigid  virtue 
deny  one  gracious  fmile  —  one 
bleft  affurance  that  I  yet  am  dear 
to  her  who  reigns  triumphant  in 

my  faithful  breaft?''   

She  turned  to  him  ; — a  look  of 
ineffable  fvveetnefs  arrayed  her 
countenance,  a  beam  of  radiance 
brightened  her  tear-tull  eye.  — 
Extending  her  hand  with  an  5n- 
expreffible  grace,  which  dimi- 
nifhed  not  that  modeft  dignity 
infeparable  from  all  her  adtions  — 
^'  Receive  once  more,'^  faid  fiie, 
moft  amiable  of  men,  the  faith- 
ful  vows  of  Julia  :  —  they  are 
*^  thine  by  merit  and  by  right. — 

I  difclaim 
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I  dfifclalm  deceit  and  affcdlation, 
as  arts  unworthy  of  us  both, — 
When,  therefore,  thefe  fable  en- 
figns  of  unfeigned  regret  lhall 
have  fulfilled  their  tributary  tef- 

*^  timonies  of  gratitude  to  the  re- 
membrance  of  a  hufband,  no 
longer  will  I  oppofe  the  fuit  of 
conftancy    and   love/^  —  The 

tranfportcd  Auguftus  received  with 

rapture  fo  charming  a  confeffion  : 
Propitious  founds/*  he  cried, 
of  promifed  blifs !  Oh,  happiefh 
moment  of  relenting  fate!  never 

*^  till  now  did  my  adoring  heart 
a  joy  experience  unallayed  by 
pain. — Thou  art  then  mine — ec- 
ftatic  thought ! — by  vows  irrevo- 

*^  cably  breathed  from  thine  own 
X  3  generous. 
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generous,  all-perfuafive  lips ;  and 
pitying  Heaven  permits  and  rati- 
fies  the  promifed  union^  fo  long, 
*^  fo  cruelly  protraded  —  Glow- 
ing with  foft  confufion,  Julia  be- 
held the  tranfports  of  Auguftus; 
and,  gently  checking  them  by  an 
awful  beam  from  her  expreffive 
eye,  (he,  with  her  wonted  dehcacy, 
requefted  him  to  quit  her,  and  to 
conform  to  her  irrevocable  law, 
which  permitted  her  not  to  receive 
his  private  vifits.  He  promifed 
perfect  fubmlffion  to  her  com- 
mands ;  and,  fatisfied  with  her 
generous  avowal,  he  reluftantly 
withdrev/,  and  returned  to  his  hotel 
before  he  had  been  milTed  by  the 
family"  party  he  had  left. 

When 
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When  the  Marchionefs  found 
Iicrfelf  alone,  (he  fell  into  the  moft 
pleafing  train  of  refieftions  flie  had 
been  capable  of  indulging  fince  (he 
had  compelled  herfelf  to  adl  in 
obedience  to  a  father.  —  She  had 
at  once  the  fvvect  confcioufnefs  of 
having  fupported  a  blamelcfs  con- 
duct as  a  wife  and  daughter ;  and 
the  delightful  profpe6t  of  reward- 
ing a  lover's  conftancy,  by  uniting 
herfelf  to  the  early  objeft  of  her 
affeftions. — She  was  agreeably  ab- 
forbed  in  the  foothing  indulgence 
of  thefe  fweet  ideas,  when  Madame 
de  St.  ^ubin  and  her  fifter  returned 
home.    An  air  of  foft  lerenity 
overfpread  her  countenance,  and 
X  4  her 
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her  eyes  beamed  with  unufiial  ani- 
mation. 

Your  filent  contemplations^ 
*^  my  dear  Julia/*  faid  the  Coun- 
tefs,     mufl  have  been  very  pleaf- 
ing  ;  and  if  you  would  not  chide 
me  for  my  obfervation'*  (with  an 
arch  fmile)      I  could  affirm  that 
*^  there  is  a  fympathy  between  the 
fouls  of  abfcnt  lovers.  Auguftus 
^*  has  at  this  moment  an  expreffion 
in  his  looks  which  befpeaks  a 
^.^  heart  at  eafe  :  —  the  gloom  of  in- 
quietude  has  forfaken  his  brow, 
and  on  your's  I  trace  no  longer 
penfive  fadnefs  :  —  fome  magic 
fpirit  has  infpired  you  both.'^ 
Julia's  cheek  was  tinged  with  con- 

fcious 
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fcious  blufhcs— Ah/'  cried  fhe, 

in  an  embarrafled  accent,  *^Auguf- 
tus  has  betrayed  me  —  fuch  are 
the  arts  of  falfe  diflcmbling  man! 
—  give  but  a  lover  hope,  and 
caution  is  no  more.  He  intruded 
into  my  prefence — upbraided  me 
with  cruelty — fighed — entreated, 
wept, — by  the  foft  wiles  of  pity- 
moving  love  melted  my  eafy 

*^  heart  to  weaknefs :  and,  when 
compaflionating  his  fufFcrings  I 
deigned  to  promife  him  my 
plighted  hand,  as  the  juft  recom- 
penfe  of  long-tried  faith,  he  dif- 
honourably  boafts  in  my  extorted 

*^  vows  the  triumph  he  has  gained  : 
— but  he  Ihall  feel  the  force  of 

*^  my  revenge."  —  Half  ferious, 

half 
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half  fmiling,  Ihe  concluded  thefe 
words,  the  Countefs  looking  figni- 
ficantly  at  Madame  de  St.  Aubin, 
^'  Ah,  Madam/'  faid  ftie,  have 
*^  we  not  made  an  interefting  dif- 
covery  ?  —  No,  my  charming* 
fifter^  you  are  your  own  betrayer; 
Auguftus  kept  to  himfelf  hia 
hoarded  joy,  nor  profaned  the 
facred  confidence  you  had  re- 
pofed  in  him/'  —  The  confufion 
of  the  Marchionefs  prevented  her- 
replying  to  the  raillery  of  her  de- 
lighted fifter.    The  Count  de  Se- 
nanges,  upon  his  entrance,  was  foon 
made  acquainted  with  the  fubjedl 
of  their  converfation,  and  the  little 
incident  which  had  occafioned  it. 
He  told  the  Marchionefs  that  Ihe 

had 
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had  facrificed  her  fentiments  too 
long  to  a  decorum,  which  even  the 
exalted  delicacy  of  her  charadler 
did  not  require,  as  her  former  en- 
gagements with  his  friend  might 
have  claimed  an  earlier  confeflion 
of  her  unfhaken  faith  to  fo  ami- 
able, fo  conftant  a  lover.  Julia 
fuffered  herfelf  to  be  convinced  by 
thefe  perfuafive  arguments ;  and 
permitted  her  Auguftus  to  indulge 
with  lefs  reftraint  the  flattering 
hopes  of  his  approaching  happi- 
nefs.  Some  months  elapfed  in  this 
lituation ;  and  the  period  of  the 
lovely  widov/'s  mourning  drew 
near.  The  enraptured  St.  Aubin 
beheld  its  advance  with  all  the  en- 
ihufiafm  of  love  :    Monfieur  de 

Neuville, 


(    3i6  ) 

Neuville,  who  felt  for  him  the  ten- 
dereft  afFedion,  began  to  wifh  that 
he  might  fee  this  amiable  fon  hap- 
pily engaged  in  a  fecond  union^ 
before  he  himfelf  was  fummoned 
to  pay  the  expeded  debt  of  Nature* 
Auguftus  had  long  meditated  an 
avowal  of  his  former  paffion  for  the 
Marchionefs ;  yet  the  delicacy  of 
his  regard  to  the  memory  of  Leo- 
nora conftantly  oppofed  the  dif- 
clofure  of  his  fentiments  to  her 
refpeited  father.  Monfieur  de  Se- 
nanges  would  have  undertaken  the 
friendly  office  of  divulging  a  cir- 
cumftance  that  could  not  but  be 
p^nfully  repugnant  to  the  fenfibi- 
lity  of  the  Vifcount ;  but  he  con- 
fidered  it  as  abfokitely  incumbent 

on 


(   317  ) 

on  his  honour  to  unfold  himfelf  the 
confidential  fecret.     Week  aftei' 
week  elapfcd  before  he  could  af- 
fume  refolution  to  introduce  a  fub- 
je<5l  which  muft  renew  the  fad  re- 
membrance of  Leonora's  fate  :  but 
an  opportunity  at  length  offered  it- 
felf  for  this  defired  yet  dreaded  ec- 
clairciflement.   The  Baron  was  one 
day  gratefully  acknowledging  the 
attentions  of  Monheur  de  St.  Au- 
bln — "  I  feel  for  you,  Auguftus/' 
faid  the  good  old  man,      the  fame 
^'  degree  of  parental  regard  as  if 
*^  Nature  had  formed  you  mine : — 
equally  interefted  in  your  hap- 
pinefs,  as  if  I  could  claim  the 
^'  honour  of  your  birth,  it  is  the 
deareft  object  of  my  heart  to  fee 

you 


3'8  ) 

you  united  to  a  woman  worthy 
of  you  :  enough  have  you  facri- 
ficed  to  the  memory  of  my  poor 
departed  child  ;  —  it  pleafed 
Heaven  toTnatch  her  from  your 
arms,  even  In  the  dawn  of  mar- 

"  riage.  —  But  for  virtues  fuch  as 
your's  Providence  has  ftill  in  ftore 
a  fweet  reward  in  fome  fair  parr- 

*^  ner  of  your  cares. — Few  indeed 
have  merits  equal  to  your  own  ; 

^'  but,  would  you  allow  an  old 
man's  judgment^  I  could  point 
out  one  lovely  woman  in  whom 
is  centered  every  feminine  per- 
feclion.  —  Julia  de  Soiffons  has 

*^  a  form  charming  as  beauty's 
felf,  and  a  mind  replete  with 
every  excellence,    I  have  traced 

her 


(  3^9  ) 
her  exalted  condudt  in  the  fepa- 
rate  charafters  of  daughter, — 
wife, — and  widow: — in  the  firjl 
I  am  not  ignorant  that  fhe  facri- 
ficed  the  tendered:  attachment, 

*^  in  obedience  to  a  father,  who 
blufhed  not  to  unite  her  bloom 
with  age.  In  the  fccond  how 
confpicuoufly  (hone  her  exeni- 

^'  plary  conduft  ! —  in  the  lajl  how 
has  (he,  by  the  ftrid  retirement 
(he  has  obferved,  at  a  feafon,  and 
in  a  (ituation,  fo  feducing  to 
youth,  rank,  and  beauty,  proved 
the  moft  delicate  refpeft  to  the 
memory  of  her  hufband! — You 
are  worthy  of  each  other.  Speak, 

"  my  Auguftus^  are  you  fufficiently 

fenfible 


(     320  ) 

^'  fenfible  of  fuch  attradions  to 
offer  her  your  hand  and  heart 
— Ah,  Sir,"  replied  the  Vifcount^ 
agitated  with  a  variety  of  ftrong 
emotions  — your  tender  intereft 
in  my  happinefs  demands  and 
merits  all  my  cor^fidence  ! — My 
heart  is  opening  to  your  view  ; 
and  the  impartial  confeflion  I 
am  going  to  make  wiil  foon  con- 
vince  you  how  Httle  difficulty 
will  be  found  in  my  compliance/' 
He  then  in  few  words  related  to 
the  Baron   the  commencement, 
progrefs,  and  difappointment,  of 
ills  paffion  for  the  Marchionefs. 
The  amiable  father  applauded  his 
ingenuity,   and  affured  him  that 

his 


(  ) 

his  merits  were,  if  poflible,  greatly 
raifed  in  his  opinion  from  the  ten- 
dernefs  he  had  fhewn  to  Leonora, 
who  he  never  fufpe£led  had  not 
been  the  firft  and  only  objecl.  of 
his  choice. — He  had  indiredly 
heard  the  affeftions  of  Juha  were 
engaged  before  her  reludlant  mar- 
riage with  the  Marquis,  but  had 
never  arrived  at  the  name  of  her 
acknowledo-ed  lover. 

The  Baron^  delighting  in  the 
profpecfl  of  feeing  two  fuch  match- 
lefs  characters  united,  requefled  that 
he  might  be  indulged  with  the  dif- 
tinftion  of  prefenting  the  hand 
of  the  incomparable  Julia  to  her 
beloved  Auguftus  ;  which  having 
done,  he  fhould  then  fink  to  that 

VOL.  II.  Y  grave 
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grave  in  peace  that  would  rejoin 
him  to  his  lamented  child  ! 

The  exemplary  conduct  of  the 
Marchionefs,  even  to  the  laft:  in- 
ftance,  remembered  the  didiates  of 
filial  duty ;  nor  would  fhe  form 
even  a  fecond  engagement  with- 
out the  fan6tion  of  a  father.  Her 
application  was  crowned  with  the 
fuccefs  flie  wilhed  ; — it  followed 
him  to  the  court  of  Spain  : — but 
the  Duke  de  Gramont,  impreg- 
nable to  the  fofter    feelings  of 
human  nature^  expreffed  no  in- 
tereft  in  the  happinefs  of  his  charm- 
ing daughter.    The  total  indiffer- 
ence he  had  Ihewn  for  Julia,  ever 
fince  her  birth ,  continued,  even 
after  her  union  with  the  Marquis ; 

and 


(    323  ) 
and  he  had  negledled  inquiries  of 
her  welfare  (ince  his  deceafe,— 
He  now  yielded  a  cold  approba- 
tion ;  adding  that  ihe  was  for  the 

future  at  hberty  to  rule  her  own 
condudl,  without  any  reference  to 
him, — Every  obftacle  being  now 
removed,  and  propriety  no  longer 
oppofing  the  wiflies  of  Auguftus, 
Julia  confented  to  beftow  upon  her 
faithful  lover  the  invaluable  hand 
which  was  deftined  to  complete  his 
blifs.  The  recompenfe  of  perfever- 
ing  virtue  crowned  their  faithful 
loves: — thefoftefh  chain  of  Hymen 
wove  the  indiflbluble  knot ! — They 
who  had  combated  fo  nobly  with 
adverfity,  and  facrificed  to  honour 
the  tendereft  of  paflions,  were  ca- 
pable 


(    324  ) 
pable  of  tailing,  from  the  refine- 
ment of  their  fentiments,  the  moft 
fublime  delight  that  fprings  from 
mutual  con  flan  cy  ! 

Thus  did  this  incomparable  pair 
exhibit  to  the  world  an  example 
of  happinefs  unequalled  by  the 
moft  celebrated  patterns  of  conju- 
gal union,  immortalized  in  the  long 
annals  of  recorded  time  ! 


THE  END, 
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